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My two favorite comic book genres are horror and romance,
probably because there are so many raw and honest themes
shared by the two. Fear, helplessness, and an outcome of
triumph (slain monsters/true love) or failure (death/heartbreak)
prove that the formula can be very similar. Horror and romance
stories are filled with passion, emotion, and, surprisingly,

both genres find themselves right at home in the sleazy and
scandalous world of the comic book sideshow.

COME TO. ME! JUOES SOME YOUNG Y MIKE-=
COME TO ME! JMAN WANT ;’o JOIN |COME BACK!

THIS DANCE? DOES T
O /2 ANYONE  DARE 2

Craig and Clizia asked me to scribble a few words for this
introduction under the pretense that [ was qualified because
of a snake story contained herein (you all have our Chilling
Archives book Snake Tales, right?), but, truth be told, it is
because they think I’'m a freak. What can I say? Guilty as
charged! However, I’m in very good company. Some of the
other freaks and carny dwellers in this edition are rendered by
such astounding Pre-Code art talents as A.C. Hollingsworth,
Bob Forgione, and the incomparable Bob Powell. All that and more, including a wonderful ACG tale told in
Truevision: “3-D Effect! No Glasses! Full Color!”

Dig in, dig it, and may all of your Love be Weird.

— W Hoiters

The Weird Wilds of Massachusetts

Join the fun on
Facebook on thsa
Romance Comics

pagel

Editors: Clizia Gussoni and Craig Yoe.
Many thanks to: Giovanna Anzaldi, Robert Carter, Tillmann Courth, Mike Howlett,
Michelle Nolan, Chris Ryall, Steven Thompson, and Jim Vadeboncoeur, Jr.

On the cover, Youthful Romances#7, February 1954. Art: John Forte. Ribage.

Weird Love #21, November 2017. FIRST PRINTING. © 2017 Gussoni-Yoe Studio, Inc.
All Rights Reserved, incuding the digital remastering of the material. Yoe Books is a
trademark of Gussoni-Yoe Studio, Inc. Yoe is a registered trademark of Gussoni-Yoe
Studio, Inc. IDW Publishing, a division of Idea and Design Works, LLC. Editorial offices:
2765 Truxtun Road, San Diego, CA 92106. The IDW logo is registered in the U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office. Any similarifies to persons living or dead are purely coincidental.
With the exception of artwork used for review purposes, none of the contents of this
publication may be reprinted without the permission of Idea and Design Works, LLC.
Printed in Korea.



MIDGE! o .
1--1 CANT BE- PR &
LIEVE IT~YOU-- o : YOU MIGHT AS

: - N :- WELL KNOW---

8 I'VE GROWN TO
LOVE HIM "

X

PAp was 5PIELER

FOR A SMALL TRAVEL-*
ING CARNIVAL AND I __*]
GREW UP IN 175 GLIT- ~ 1}
TERING ATMOSPHERE -
AND LOYED IT!THATS R
WHY I STAYED ON AFTER | ¥
HIS DEATH KNOWING IT
WAS THE ONLY LIFE FOR ME!
ID BE A CARNY GIRL
FOREVER,I DETERMINED--
AND THE TANBARK WOULD
BE MY ONLY LOVE IBUT FATE
HADPA DIFFERENT PLAN FOR
ME -4 PLAN OF ROMANCE
AND HEARTBREAK:-- --

AT FIRST, THE MEN FRIGHTENED ME, BUT T SOON
LEARNED HOW TO HANDLE THEM !
LOOK, MIGTER,

DOIN' ANYTHING ' WE CARNIVAL GIRLS
AFTER THE SHOW, WORK NARD! WE
HONEY2 REST AFTEF

Even A5 A LITTLE GIRL I SAW THE ENVY OF THE OTHER
CHILDREN, AND KNEW I WAS THE LUCKIEST KID IN THE
WORLD.'ANg 3&. CgEA‘;E TO LOVE THE CARNY EVEN MORE

Romantic Adventures #54, April 1955. Art: John Forte. Publisher: ACG.



WO, MEN WERE VO TROUBLE - NOT EVEN |GOR, THE
STRONG MAN?IT WAS ALL IN NOW YOU TURNED
THEM DOWN -+~

OKAY--- OKAY?
HEY,HOW DOES A
GUY GET TO DATE
A GAL AG PRETTY

OH;ACT YOUR AGE, =
IGOR !GET DRESSED -
AND MAYBE I'LL LET
YOU BUY ME A

NOTT CANT STAND )
GUYS IN ANIMAL <4
SUITS AND PHONEY

MEN WERE FUNAS LONG As | JIND THEN---FATE 2T WAS EARLY ONE SPRING WHEN WE
YOU KEPT THEM IN THEIR PLACE | SET UP OUTSIDE A SMALL COLLEGE TOWN-~AND I FIRST,
“,”,m;-s ;sm;g!{r ’&f};”b SAW PETE TERRY! r~m

ED EARLY THAT EVERY GUY KA —— T
N 4 LINE, BUT THERE WAS NO KARM % o L
W /¥ THEM IF YOU LAUGHED THEM OUT
W \JOoFiT!

R\ ~
it b\\\,

I KNEW HE'D BE HANGING AROUND LATER, AND HE WAS ! I'D
SEEN MIS TYPE BEFCRE!DRANN Y THE CARMIVAL GLITTERANp | L CUESS T WAS PRETTY ) I T--OKA¥: GIVE
CONVINCED SHOWGIRLS MUST BE EAGER FOR WIS TYPE OF CoN- | MUCH A WISE 8UY-BUT ((f ME FIVE MINUTES,
PANY~-BUT 1 PUT HIM IN HIS PLACE FAST? _

_ GET TO TALK TO YOU-- 4 }
H121---UH---WONDERED N@f I'M AFRAIZ YOU WOULD,
IF I'D BE GETTING OUT OF JJf SONNY!YOU'P BETTER STICK
LINE IF I ASKED YOU TO Jl§ TO THOSE BRIGHT-EYED
GO OUT WITH MEZ . LITTLE COLLEGE GIRLS
- ---THEY'RE MORE YOUR

7 ¥
N

!




FUNNY, WHAT & SWELL TINE 10 HAD WiTH Him! MATEE
THAT'S WHY | CONSENTED TO ANOTHER DATE ~A COLLEGE
VANCE-+-

(T WASN'T UNDER THE HLUSION THAT HE WAS ANY DVFFER -
ENT, BUT HE VD SEEM NICE!AND 1 PIONT GET 10 GO 0UT 4
WiTH COLLEGE BOYS EVERY oav.'f :

---AND THOSE YEARS IN

THE ARMY CONVINCED ME THAT

IT WAS IMPORTANT TO GET A

\ GOOD EDUCATION S0 1 CAME
“q_ BACK TO SCHOOL! __—~

o QUT.OF PLACE?

OUT OF PLACE, BUT YOU MAKE THE
I'M GLAD YOU BROUGHT | OTHER GIRLS JP%
p MEY — | LOOK 510K, <@
MIDGE!YOU'RE §&

T GUESS IT'S 1 FEEL KINDA

OKAY FOR SOME B

NO MATTER HOW NICE IT SOUND- HE pIDN'T GET SORE LIKE MOST

OL---DIDN'T Yl
ED,IT WAS STILL FLATTERY!JUST GUYS - HE LOOKED S0RT OF HURT, MEAN TO
ANOTHER LINE, I FIGURED, WHEN HE AND IT MADE ME FEEL CHEAP /.
SUGGESTED A BREATH OF AND ASHAMED -- - .

FRESH AIR-- -
EAGY, PAL---

b,
I MEANT WHAT I ¥/ YOU'RE GETTING
SAID, MIDGE -~ OFFGIDE'LET'S
g GO BACKTO
THE DANCE,
HUH Z

1M SORRY,MIDGE! I
DIPN'T THINK--FORGET
; IT!LET's GO'!

TD NEVER KNOWN THAT A K155 COULD BEF---
MAGIC! THERE WAS SOMETHING FINE,
SOMETHING ---WELL, DEDENT ABOUT
HIM-~-ANP THE FEELING
THAT HE CARED---

FUNNY THING,
BUT---1 FEEL
THE 5AME
wAY!you i
CAN--KISS |
2/ A ME IF YOU [f

)" IT'S BEEN A WONPERFUL
NIGHT, MIDGE---YOU'LL NEVER
KNOW HOW WONDPERFUL!




WE PLAYED THAT TOWN FOR

LOVE ~--IT CMLQN’I’ BE!

WHY NOTZ 1
LOVE YOU---\&N'T
THAT ALL THAT
., REALLY

w“

A WEEK,AND PETE ANZ I DATED
EVERY NIGHT! I WAS S0RRY TO BE
LEAVING,BUT 1 WAS SURE !TWH’I‘

WE'D GET ALONG' I~

8,/ 1 KNOW I DON'T HAVE MUCH
TO OFFER NOW, MIDGE BUT I'VE
GOT A LITTLE MONEY S5AVED, AND

HONEY: 1 WANT TO MARRY

1 WISH IT WAS THAT EASY,
PETE, BUT IT ISN'T! I'M FOND -
OF YOU, BUT IT WOULDN'T WORK!

-1 LOVE YOU, BELIEVE ME ---

=-ONE DAY 11'5 THERE,
ANU THEN 1T'E GONE!
YOU'LL KNOW T'ad
-SOME-
b 44 :

RIGHT
A

5 1'\ GOING TO BE )
i REALLY HARD TO

[ GIT RiID OF NOW! THEY
LIKED MY HONEST FACE,
| AND GAVE ME A JOB
S\ WITH THE CARNIVAL!

- A\_50 IMPORTANT---

A JO8!YOu

MEAN YOU---YOU
GAVE UP COLLEGE?
1 THOUGHT IT WAS

I KNEW I'D DONE THE RiGHT mm& !

- I'M JUST F—,

BEG:NNWE 10 FIRD
CUT HOW BAD T

A, R’ERLL‘I‘ i's'

THAT WAS BEFORE
1 MET YOU ! THEN

NOTHING WAS AS IM-
PORTANT AS MY LOVE

¥ I'M 50 HAPPY! I |
DIPN'T KNOW 1T 4
UNTIL NOW, BUT




S0 PETE Came TO WORK WiTH THE CARMIVAL - SELLING TIC: ! WOW I LOVED HiM -~ HOW I LOOKED FORWARP TO )
KE f‘j,gﬁ;iw?ﬁé' POSTERS AND BACKDROPS-~EVEN WORKING O 4 OUR LIFE AFTER WE WERE MARRIED --
A MAGIC ACT! — :

@7 1 HAVEN'T FOUND ANY SRt 7 i
RABBITS IN THIS THING -- - /
YET! I GUESS YOU DON'T ==
BECOME MANDRAKE THE * )

MAGICIAN OVERNIGHT !

BUT I DID WORRY---HE WASN'T FOOLING ME ? S0METIMES
I SAW HIS FACE WHEN HE WAS OFF GUARD, AND HE WASN'T

REALLY HAPPY-~~ ,
BE SERIOUS FOR

A MINUTE,PETE ! I'VE

BEEN THINKING ABOUT
US A LOT-~AND I WAG
‘RIGHT BEFORE ' THIS

LIFE ISN'T FOR -

WHERE DID YOU EVER
GET THAT \DEAZ I'VE ‘
NEVER BEEN HAPPIER

IN MY L/FE!DON'T
WORRY ABOUT ME

ARE YOU EVER
SORRY * ARE
THERE ANY---
REGRETS5?

CAN'T YOU SEE EVen 45 HIS KISS DENIED MY X FOUND THE ANSIWER IN LUCKY KEATING,

ARE YOU TRY-
ING TO GET THAT LOVE IGN'T| WORDS, I KNEW THERE WAS ONLY  THE MOTORCYCLE PAREDEVIL WHO HAD RE- J
RID OF MEZ [| EVERYTNING? ONE THING I COULD DOHE'D CENTLY JOINED THE SHOW!HE SEEMED TO/
DON'T YOU YOU MADE A MIS-| NEVER GET ANYWHERE WITH A LIKE ME-~MAYBE HE'D HELP!
LOVE ME TAKE IN QUITTING| GIRL LIKE ME HOLDING HiM - =
ANY MORE? GCHOOLAND < BACK,AND THE CARNIVAL LIFE Bl

YOU'LL REGRET WASNT FOR HIM!IT WOULD BE i

IT EVEN MORE HARD,BUT I HAD ¥

AS TIME PASS- T0DOIT---

ES! YOUR LOVE
\ WON'T LAGT IF J






