











The Story of VAMPIRE HUNTER D

After a nuclear war devastated the Earth, vampires established themselves as
the rulers of the world, calling themselves the Nobility. They reshaped and
rebuilt the planet in their image, making humanity their slaves and livestock.
Thousands of years later, the Nobility have declined and their power has waned.
In the year 12,090 A.D., humanity has reclaimed much of the Earth, but the
remnants of the Nobility are still a grave threat, as are the many monstrous
creatures s;rawned by their experiments. D is the result of one such experiment,
but instead of killing humans, he turned on his creators, becoming a renowned
Hunter who travels across the Frontier, hiring out his services to eliminate
supernatural threats. He is humanity's greatest protector, yet he continually
faces prejudice and fear for he is a dhampir, half human-half vampire.

D’s father, the vampire king, or as the Nobility call him, the Sacred Ancestor,
began conducting human experimentation thousands of years ago in an
attempt to overcome the weaknesses of the vampire race. In D, he finally
succeeded, with one exception. While D is not vulnerable to the traditional
methods of dispatching vampires, his bloodlust remains, and he must
continuously fight against the vampiric nature he inherited from his father. He is
a man at war with himself in a struggle between good and evil. In order to tame
the demon within, he fights the demons without.

But whenever the journe
takes an unexpected turn, Left
Hand is always there to put
things in perspective for D,
often in a manner which is
unwelcome and certainly
unappreciated. Left Hand is a
symbiotic  creature that
resides, as the name implies, in
D’s left hand. He has a variety
of supernatural powers that
almost make up for his
sarcastic view to the world, for
while others may find him
entertaining, D’s sense of
humor is severely lacking.

Together, the two will fight
until D is the only monster that
remains.

What happens on that day will
be interesting indeed.
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The Artist Taking VAMPIRE HUNTER D to Mars

VAMPIRE HUNTER D is one of Japan’s greatest exports, and now, for the first time, D will appear in a
western style comic. Painted by Michael Broussard based on an unpublished story by VAMPIRE HUNTER
D creator Hideyuki Kikuchi, the tale, Message from Mars, shows D receiving a centuries old message from
a colonist on Mars who could see the future. She has foreseen not only the vampire takeover of the colony
but D’s eventual arrival to cleanse the planet and save her from her fate. Broussard, who got his start under
Mark Silverstri at Top Cow, left the industry for several years to perfect his painting skills while working in
video game design. The offer to bring VAMPIRE HUNTER D to life, however, was enough to lure him
back. With the first issue coming out in November, he took some time away from drawing to talk about it.

Michael, this is your first comic in several years. How does your style differ now?

Broussard: I really feel like I've grown a lot as an artist and a story teller since leaving the comic book
industry. For one thing, I don’t use a pencil anymore. In video game design, you paint everything digitally.
But it’s not just my art style, it’s also the way I handle visual narrative. It's more cinematic because I've had
to start taking movement into account in my images. So people will see a very different side of my art with
a little bit of familiarity.

What does Vampire Hunter D mean to you?

Broussard: Well, it’s my favorite property. For me, it embodies all the greatest aspects of not just the vampire
horror genre, which I love, but anime film in general, which I love even more!

This has to be pretty exciting then. What was the moment like when you got the call?

Broussard: You have no idea. First of all, it was totally unexpected! Josh Cozine (the editor) called and said,
“Would you be interested in drawing Vampire Hunter D?” Before he could finish the sentence I was like,
“Do you even have to ask?” We worked together at Top Cow, and he knew how much I'loved it, so when he
got the gig, I was his first call.

Now for the big question... what’s up with Left Hand?
Broussard: Left hand... the comic relief! He has no filter, which helps balance the relationship between the
two because D barely speaks. He’s the quiet but deadly warrior, while Left Hand is the sidekick who never

shuts up. He’s always busy trying to talk D into or out of situations, but he’s also D’s secret weapon, and
when things get bad, he’s there to bail D out too.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE STRANGER COMICS ON PAGE 410 OF SEPTEMBER’S PREVIEWS



