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| remember being irritated that first week Peter’s cough came on. It kept me up all night.
By the time a month had passed, when he could no longer get up out of his bed, some-
how that irritation had turned into anger.

Anger meant he wasn't really dying.

Pete had always made life on the far side of the world endurable for me. His Mosak gift
was charm, and beyond that he was just naturally so damn funny, and not in a cruel or
sarcastic way that most folks fall into. He had a lot of love in him. He could always make
a bad time feel okay.

And to my eyes, he was quitting on me when | needed him most.

| couldn’t think of anyone but myself. How it would affect me if he left. So, as my kid
brother lay dying, | goaded him to get up, to come play outside. | think he could see how
much | needed it, and so, sick as he was, he did.

We ran deep up the north bluff where he used his Mosak charm to call up the old spirits
of the woods, truly beautiful things that had been lost in the past cataclysm. In the
evening light, we chased iridescent memories of ancient creatures, persuaded to visit by
a dying boy’s light. | saw him running and laughing, | didn't see the struggle in every
step. | didn't want to.

That was the last time | saw my brother smile.

It wasn't until he buckled over and began puking up blood that | realized what I'd done,
how the running had exacerbated his condition. Pa had put out a call weeks earlier to
the nearest temple that had a healer, but they’d never responded. With no more time to
wait, he threw us in the wagon, and we rode out straight away.

The ride to the temple was one week in good weather, a fortune we did not count on,
but received nonetheless. On the road, | asked Pa what he'd do when we got there, what
his plan was. He told me he'd plead on his knees for aid from the people who'd cast us
out and shunned us. He'd turn himself over to their courts. He'd give his life if need be.

Because that's what you do when you have a family to care for...
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