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Monkey Wrench Blues
Nancy Drew is in search of a long-lost 
engine that can get 200 miles per gal-
lon…but somebody is determined to stop 
her. Find out who in this exciting conclu-
sion of Nancy Drew Diaries #5!

Dress Reversal
When our favorite girl detective shows
up to a big party wearing the same dress 
as her rival, Deirdre, Nancy doesn’t think 
that things can get any worse…until 
she’s kidnapped! Can Bess, George, and 
Ned find her in time? 
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That’s George holding the camera, 
Bess under the hood, and me, Nancy 
Drew, girl detective, barely standing!

I’m used to unusual situations, 
but driving an experimental car 
in a race is a new one!So, Nance, 

can you tell 
the folks back 

home what makes 
the fancy car go? 

is it all just 
hot air ? Nope! 

The powerful 
exhaust helps 
propel the M5, 

but it also uses 
powerful magnets 
recovered from 

a top secret 
experimental 

tank!

Those 
magnets require 

special shielding 
to keep them from 
attracting every
 piece of metal 
around for a 

hundred 
yards!

Chapter one: 
Trials Per Gallon
Chapter one: 
Trials Per Gallon
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Now tell us 
why someone 

would choose an 
inexperienced driver 
such as yourself, and 

an inexperienced 
mechanic, like my
 darling cousin 
Bess, for such 
an important 

race?

Oh, and, 
taken together, 
Nancy and Bess 

are still lighter 
than me, adding 

to the car’s 
efficiency!

And 
they’re 

more sure-
footed ! 

Ahhh!

Sure, 
Ms. Modest! Like 
it’s got nothing 

to do with the fact 
that the designer, 

Roy Hinkley, saw you 
drive a tank that 
Bess fixed, then 
stop a speeding

 train!

Here’s 
Mr. Hinkley 

now!

Couple
that with all the 

trouble we’ve been 
having with sabotage, 

there’s no one else 
I trust  more!

Uh… that, 
too?

Just 
lucky, I 
guess?
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Oooh, 
George! 

Get a shot 
of the fancy 

plastic tools 
I have to use to

 work on the 
engine!

Sure! 
Come up 
a little 
closer 

to the back 
of the 

car!

And 
they’re 

off! That’s 
not 

funny!

I should 
turn the engine 

off before we’re 
all blown 

away!

Aw, and 
I was just 
starting to 

have some fun! 
Honestly, Nancy, 
car races bore 

the heck out 
of me!
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George might be bored, but not me! Then 
again, I’m the one who’s going to be driving!

in an effort to replicate actual driving 
conditions, this government-sponsored 
race goes through three different types 
of terrain - dirt, mountain, and desert!

And, each car is only given 
one gallon of gas!

Whoever makes it over 
the finish-line first wins 
a huge government 
development contract.

That’s the money Roy Hinkley 
and his sponsor, entrepreneur 
Ralph Credo, need to bring 
the car to production!
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He’d poured tons 
of money into 
the car already!

My instincts told me something 
was up, but who’d have more to 
lose in this race than Ralph Credo?

Or maybe not!

Who can 
blame him? 

He’s probably 
just worried 

there’ll be more 
sabotage!

Mr. 
Credo’s 
looking a 

little tense, 
huh?

Dad, 
I kind 

of have 
to!

I know it’s 
a race, Nancy, 
but don’t go 

too fast, 
okay?

Even my boyfriend, Ned Nickerson, and my
dad, Carson Drew, came to cheer me on.
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Then again, Bess tells me it can 
be a nice fashion statement.

I mean, they do say the bad 
guys wear black, right?

And I was glad I did!

Still, I kept an eye on him.
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Not at all! 
Given all we’ve 
been through, 
I appreciate 

your paranoia! 
Keep it up!

Sorry!

And sometimes, silly me, 
the simplest  explana-
tions are the best!

Just 
had to make 

a call, Nancy! 
I was having 

trouble getting 
a signal!

And 
what was 

that little 
black box 

you had?

I'M JUST 
CURiOUS 

ABOUT WHAT 
YOU WERE 

DOiNG OVEr
BY tHAT 
TRAiLER.

{Yeow!}

Mr. 
Credo?

Either way, nothing works 
like the direct approach.
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