


F gy = o
é GENRE O TS )
‘ -

J T /

R
K,
LIVING UP TO THEIR LAWS
EDICTS THE BEST WE COULD. |
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THE WORLD. TO RESTORE IT
TO WHAT IT ONCE WAS.







Illurtrated by BOK

Seventeen Cities Above the Plain.

The sun’s rays angled up from the east, and
strong winds whistled down from the north, battering
and buffeting at the shield spells, but only a few gentle
breezes made it through, to flutter banners and creak
at the proud wickerwork of the city’s towers. In
mineral gardens, metal and stone branches strained
toward the sky and delicate blooms opened and blindly
sought the air, cupping their petals to catch the
slightest breath from the outer world. The air swelled
with the pleasant strains of their lithofloral song.

Qutwardly, it was a day like any other. But today
was The Day. The crackle of morning magic coursed
through the air, as messages, supplications and minor
summonings hummed through the streets and
stairways of the residential neighborhoods. But
another hum—a deeper hum, felt equally in bones and
foundations—accompanied it. Today was The Day, and
all in Keneil knew it.

For days now, families, merchants and others had
been leaving Keniel, to visit relatives, take a tour, or
simply to depart, seeking safety or expressing
disapproval. And on the horizon, new craft could be
seen, tacking their way toward the sky harbors.

Today was the day, and they were coming. Flying
no special flag, making no announcements. But
coming nonetheless...

It was morning in Keneil, westernmost of the
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bl THAT MORNING, | DID THE

W DALY OBEISANCES FOR My B
FAMILY, AS WAS MY DUTY.
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EDNCATION AND WELFARE, FOR THE S/STERS, THE OF WILDLIFE AND

TWO-HEADED GODDESS OF (i FISHERIES. DANCE FOR
HOLISING, AND OF URBAN  [fed PETOSH, GOD OF
DEVELOFPMENT. COMMERCE.

WHO WATCHES OVER OUR
BODIES, OUR MINDS.
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N AND FORIDENTE, [
THE ONE ABOVE ALL.
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| AND ALL THE OTHERS, [ y I'D GROWN SHWIFT AT IT, WITHOUT
AND [DENTE AS WELL. [ ol UNSEEMLY HASTE, IN MY YEAR OF
Cal BENG HONORED WITH THE DUTY.
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LASTLY THE CHANT TO ARDLINN,

GOD OF HOMELAND SECLRITY,

FOR OUR CONTINUED SAFETY
AND STRENGTH. AND TO -

PUNSTAN! &
PON'T PRAG YOUR
TAIL, LAD! WE'LL
BE LATE!
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You have dovie well,
Seven-Scars.

We of the Cities

Above shall speak

your name Kindly
ko Ehe gods.
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It is the promised awount.
Enough wiagic For your healers,
and For your warders Eo
guard your =

; Nob evough! S
We wark, sweak —
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Entte whak normally
delivered! Three!
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We will not
deal with Seven-
Scars again. Choose
anotier among you

Eo speak with us -

hewceForkh.




This is why

| krtew you come along,
somiething like ko see wiore
this would what Ehe job
happen. requires.
The lesser
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Good. Then go wakch the g
arrivals. | know you've
been panking to.

There! Na, Ehere —
frow Samtara, |'d
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WANT THEIR PRESENCE KNOWN.
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J SOME LOOKED FIERCE,
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ANYONE WITH WIZARD PARENTS, OR
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OVERHEARD KNEH. IT WAS ONLY -
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AT THE GRAND
CITY, APALIS -
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~ WHERE WIZARDS CAME, NOT I _ N
ONLY FROM THE CITIES, BUT 4 e
FROM ALL AROUND THE HORLD, T \
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TO THE FROZEN LANDS =

= EYEN FROM THE CRYSTAL
ARCHIPELAGO, WHERE NONE
BUT THE BRAYEST YENTURED,
AND FEWER STILL RETURNED =

Gentlebeings.
—  Ladies...
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But under
it all we all
have Ehe same
Ehoughts. The

same fear.
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MAGIC IS
FAILING. —
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