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T CAN'T
FIND MY BONE.
I HAD IT EARLIER
AND NOW IT'S
G6ONE.

FAIRIES?
I HAVEN'T
SEEN ANY
OF THOSE

EITHER.

SOMETIMES
THEY'RE COMPLETELY
INVISIBLE AND THEN
SOMETIMES THEY'RE
HIPDEN RIGHT IN
PLAIN SIGHT!

PIP T EVER
TELL YOU THE
STORY OF HILD,
QUEEN OF THE
ELVES?

ELVES?
I THOUGHT
WE WERE

uTt
FAIRIEST

couLp
BE FAIRIES
THb.T”'_I'OOK

Oh, THAT'S NOT
50 SURPRISING.
YOU'D NEVER SEE
ONE IF THEY
PIPN'T WANT
You T1o.




Ah, WELL NOW, SLCH
CREATURES &0 BY MANY
NAMES, PEPENDPING ON WHERE
\. THE STORY WAS TOLD, YOU
N\ UNDERSTAND.

ONE
MAN’S SPRIGGAN
15 ANOTHER MAN’S
SPRITE OR ONE MAN'S
HALTIJA 15 ANOTHER
MAN'g ;LILDRA

ONE
MAN’S FAIRY 15
ANOTHER MAN’S

ELF?

r Others will
say I'm no good
at recognizing men
if that's not &rettir
Asmundarson from
Onund
Tree-Foot's
great
grandson?

Oho. A
large man
approaches Do you
Asgeir’s P oo ognize
1 him?

Po you
think he
could be
the one
to...

il.k\\) }--\\J\\\
TR

now. Let us say
no more for the
time being but listen
to what transpires
between &rettir
and Asgeir.




HO, ASGEIR, T HAVE COME
LOOKING FOR WORK. HAVE
YOU ALREADY TAKEN ON A
SHEPHERD FOR THE
WINTER?

I wWouLP
BE SURPRISED IF

YOU HAVEN'T HEARD
ABOUT HOW THINGS

&0 HERE FOR

SHEPHERDPS EVERY
YEAR PURING
YULETIDE.

THEY ARE
FOUND LIFELESS
JUST OUTSIPE THE
FARMHOUSE AND
NO CAUSE CAN BE
PISCERNED AS
TO HOW OR

T WON'T
EMPLOY ANOTHER
MAN TO MEET HIS

END AT THE HANDS
OF FORCES UNSEEN.
LET FATE CARE FOR
THE SHEEP OR THE
SHEEP CARE FOR
THEMSELVES.

I HAVE HEARDP OF
YOUR TROUBLES HERE. T
DON'T LET SUCH THINGS
CAUSE ME MUCH
CONCERN.

I'VE DEALT
HARSH TREATMENT
TO MEN AND &6HO5TS
AND HAVE NO FEAR
OF CURSES OR
THE PARK OF
NIGHT.

I SUSPECT THINGS WILL
&0 THE SAME PIRECTION AS
ALWAYS AND TI’LL BE BLURYING
ANOTHER SHEPHERDP
AFTER YULE AS MY FARM
BECOMES MORE A
GRAVEYARD.

T'LL TAKE
600D CARE
OF YOUR SHEEP
REGARDPLESS
OF WHAT
MISCHIEF 15
AFOOT.

I CAN
SEE THERE
15 LITTLE HOPE
OF PISSUAPING
YOU FROM YOUR
INTENTIONS.




HILEP WAS
HER NAME. {

IN ADPPITION TO
THE OTHER WORKERS,
THERE WAS ALSO A
HOUSEKEEPER AT
ASGEIR'S FARM.

SHE WAS FASTIPIONS ANP |
KING ANP WELL-LIKEP BY
ASEEIR'S HOUSEHOLD...

.

THERE WAS ONE FPECLULIAR THING

HER. EVERY YEAR COME HARVEST TIME,
A SLOOM WOLLP COME OVER HILP ANP
WOLLP INCREASE ITS SHAPOW LINTIL
AFTER THE YULE CELEBRATIONS.
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ASSEIR ANP HIS MEN WOULP TRY YV /.
WHAT THEY COULD BUT NOTHING
IMPROVED HER SPIRITS.

— ey b -

GRETTIR 60T ALONG WELL ENONSGH
AT THE FARM THROUGHOUT THE FALL
ANP INTO THE WINTER... THOLUEH HE
WAS RATHER CROZ5-6RAINER ANP
FIERCE, IF ILL FLEASED.

P e <
HILD, WHO WAS LESS THAN IMPRESSED
WITH GRETTIR, THOUGHT THIS WAS NO
LESS THAN TO BE EXPECTEP FROM
SLICH A ROUGH-HEWN CHARACTER.




HARSH WINTER WINPS ANNOLINCEDR THE YULETIPE
DAYS. AS WAS CUSTOMARY AT THAT TIME, ASGEIR
ANP HIZ HOUSEHOLP PREFARED TO ATTEND A

FEAST AT THE LOCAL 60P1'S HALL.

HILD WILL BE SAFE
ENCLGH IN THE HOUSE.
WHATEVER IT 15, 6HOUL OR
BEAST, IT HAS NOT THE
COURAGE TO BREACH
THE PWELLINGS
OF MEN.

GRETTIR, RIPE WITH
US NOW, PO NOT TEND
THE SHEEP TONIGHT. IT 15
ALWAYS PURING YULETIPE
THAT THg E&gEPHER‘P
ES.

IT LURKS OUT THERE
IN THE MOLUNTAINS AND
WILL COME UFPON You
OUT IN THE COLDP
NIGHT AIR.

I’LL TEND THE
SHEEP AS T'VE
DONE SINCE T
ARRIVED. WHAT'S
MORE, T THINK
T WOULP LIKE
TO HAVE A LOOK
AT THIS &6HOUL
WHICH 6IVES
You SUCH
TREMORS.

THEN I THINK THESE
WILL BE THE LAST WORDS
WE SHARE, GRETTIR
ASMUNDPARSON.

CHIEFTAIN.
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