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*How’s that for a
nebufous stafement?
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HI-F: colors
TRAVIS LANHAM: letfers
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HARVEY RICHARDS: editor*

MARIE JAVINS: santa’s helper
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A holiday fale anlike any ofher,” brought fo you by fhose yulefide yucksfers...

KEITH GIFFEN, J M. DMATTEIS & ROV WAGNER
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LIKE, SURE
THIS 1S THE
RIGHT PLACE,
VEIMA?

.«ON A GREY DECEMBER
AFTERNOON.

TWENTY-FIVE MILES OUTSIDE
SPRING GREEN, WISCONSIN...
DCCO040288



HEY, IT'S CHEEVES GAVE ME A TOUR OF THE

NOT LIKE FACILITY SHORTLY AFTER I AGREED
WE HAVEN'T 1\ TO JOIN MY BROTHERS IN THEIR
‘:'»CBREE;NED up QUEST TO INPROVE HUMANITY.

A Y'MEAN THEIR QUEST
R TO SUBJUGATE HUMANITY. MAN,
BELIEVE \ THE FOUR REALLY PULLED THE
ME, THIS 15 s WOOL OVER YOUR--
THE ATHENA - ~ WAIT. DID

-WHERE
CENTER--  14g COMPLEX \ you 1UsT
KEPT THEIR CLOUD i
SERVERS AND
BACKED UP ALL
THEIR DATA.

HEY--IF WE
" SR, .
IWOULD Y\ - 'CAUSE WE WERE TR Y THINK
THNK 50, S BARE RO THe SURVIVORS
; COMPLEX-- HOLED UP IN
: THERE?

"TOP SECRET
INSTALLATION"?

ZSNICKER? YOU'VE
GOT ONE BROTHER
NAMED RUFUS, ANOTHER
NAMED CHEEVES. WHAT
WERE YOUR PARENTS

SMOKIN'? P

I
WOULDN'T CAST
ASPERSIONS...
NORVILLE.

you
SOUND AWFULLY
8\ CALM ABOUT
THIS, DOC.




AFTER THE
HORRORS WE'VE
ENDURED THESE
PAST MONTHS, T
THINK MY SOUL
)\ 1S GROWING
6\ NUmB.

IT WAS JUST A P
B H e \SKELETON CREW OF

TECHNICIANS TO
GU%{IQIORS . OVERSEE THE

AND IF THEY =
DIPN’T SURVIVE--AND
THAT PLACE IS CRAWLIN'
WITH BLOODTHIRSTY
BEASTIES..?

~
--BUT, IF THEY'RE
STILL THERE, THEY
MAY BE ABLE TO HELP
Us IN OUR QUEST TO
UNDERSTAND HOW THE
NANITES--WHICH WERE
A DESIGNED TO MOLLIFY
HUMANKIND-- £

> WE'LL BOTH VEh.
CHILOREN AND FOPE THE |
OTHERS COME RUNNING
TO OUR AID.

GOOD
PLAN!
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PLEASE NOTE
THAT I DON'T USE
THE WORD “SOUL”

LITERALLY--AS T DON'T
BELIEVE IN A DIVINE
CREATOR OR THE
EXISTENCE OF AN --6OMEHOW

TRANSMOGRIFIED
THE POPULACE INTO
MONSTERS,

% =000

" EXCELLENT.

DOIUgg?#JAT THAT
THE SYSTEM Ty SAID T ALEO
RECOGNIZED MY SHAGEGY. YOU'VE L

PROVED YOUR
BRAVERY TIME

KNOW THAT YOU FIND
VIOLENCE ABHORRENT--
WHICH MAKES YOU A
RELUCTANT WARRIOR,

AT BEST.

FINGERPRINTS AND
ACCEPTED MY
SECURITY

THEN,

GO. AND DON'T
WORRY, THEN
DocC- WHY'D YOU
BRING ME
INSTEAD OF
HER?

FOR THAT VERY
REASON. DAPHNE WILL OPEN FIRE
IF SOMEONE 60 MUCH AS SNEEZES
IN HER DIRECTION.

WE ENCOUNTER

A STRAY CAT AND SHE
MIGHT SHOOT UP THE ENTIRE
INSTALLATION, DESTROYING
INVALUABLE DATA.
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WHAT ARE YOU
DOING OUT HERE?
IT'S FREEZING.

/ _ I'M..I'M NOT
DOING ANYTHING,
DAIsY, JusT--

ROOKING W\
FOR |
RAPPY?
1 HOPE
/ THAT'S TRUE,

BUT, EVEN IF IT
16, HE COULD ~-THAT

BUT NO ONE ACTUALLY
SAW HIM DIE, RIGHT? AND
s S o
YOUHAVE TO  NEVER
FIGHT, IT WAS HIM, \ ACCEPT THE

BE ANYWHERE. YOU MAY
SEE HIM

WE'LL NEVER SEE [7AUK O K
{/ CRAPP N X

DUMB, BUT 1 KEEP
EXPECTING HM _Y'KNOW,

IF HE'S NOT
DEAD.

THERE'S XX
EVERY CHANCE N8
THAT SCRAPPY-DOO Y

WASHINGTON, CLIFFY.
BUT IF HE DID, I HOPE
\ YOU CAN TAKE SOME )
'Q‘ COMFORT IN
R
N
T T
9, X
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" RAPPY'LL Nl
BE BACK.

%

KNOWING-~ _ 408




I STILL DON'T
ot
| s
DID YOU HEAR WY LEG'S A
THAT, DAPH? THE ‘ . LEG'S S KEALED
TALKING DOG JUST
TOLD THE ONE-ARMED
KID HE NEEDS TO
HAVE FAITH.

SOMETIMES 1
FEEL LIKE WE'RE

STUCK INSIDE A
deye caeeon. S Sy il A
. ) 07 N —
NO MEANING, \.‘ \"\QT\
" No- & :

AN, T
ARE YOU
LISTENING

TO ME?

WHAT ARE YOU
50 ENGROSSED IN BACK
THERE, ANYNAY? VELMA'S ¥ THAT'S WHY WE'RE
BEEN THROUGH THOSE .~ HERE AT ATHENA. TO
PROJECT ELYE/UM FILES  FILL IN THE GAPS, FIND
A DOZEN TIMES, THEY'RE A. SOME ANGWERS. SURFING
INCOMPLETE. , WHAT'S LEFT OF STRANGE
W0 4575 THE WEB.  HOW MANY SITES ARE
S e o
? : )
HCEE FEea: BUT THE ALGORITHMS
LIVE ON.

JusT
CHECKED
THE DATE, TOO.
WANNA HEAR
SOMETHING
FUNNY?

NO
KIDDING? DON'T I KNOW IT? HOW
T LOVE MANY CHRISTMAS EVES DID YOU I STILL LIKE
CHRISTMAS! | MAKE ME WATCH A DOZEN VERSIONS )ALASTAIR SIM
OF A CHRISTMAS CAROL--ONE THE BEST.
AFTER THE OTHER?
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I ALWAYS
PREFERRED MR.
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