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TONY STARK HAS BEEN HAVING NIGHTMARES EVER SINCE THE BATTLE OF NEW YORK. HIS ARMOR 
ACCIDENTALLY ATTACKED PEPPER POTTS IN HER SLEEP AND HE’S BEEN HAVING PANIC ATTACKS. 

NOT GOOD TIMING FOR A NEW PLAYER CALLED THE MANDARIN TO COME ON THE SCENE.
 

THE MANDARIN IS THE FACE OF A TERRORIST ORGANIZATION THAT HAS BEEN CAUSING VIOLENCE 
AROUND THE WORLD. TO COMBAT THE MANDARIN, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS DISPATCHED 

GENERAL JAMES RHODES IN THE IRON PATRIOT ARMOR. BUT THAT ISN’T ENOUGH TO STOP THE 
MANDARIN FROM BLOWING UP THE CHINESE THEATER--WHILE HAPPY HOGAN STANDS OUTSIDE!

 
WITH HAPPY IN THE HOSPITAL, TONY CHALLENGES THE MANDARIN TO COME TO HIS HOUSE AND 
FIGHT HIM FACE TO FACE. AND THE MANDARIN TAKES HIM UP ON THAT OFFER, BLOWING UP HIS 
HOUSE WITH BOTH PEPPER AND MAYA INSIDE! PEPPER AND MAYA FIND SAFETY INSIDE THE IRON 

MAN MECH, BUT TONY WAS NOWHERE TO BE FOUND…
 

MEANWHILE, THERE’S A NEW DRUG ON THE MARKET--AND IT’S CALLED EXTREMIS, DEVELOPED 
BY DR. MAYA HANSEN. EXTREMIS IS A VOLATILE DRUG THAT CHANGES THE HUMAN HOST ON A 
MOLECULAR LEVEL--BEFORE CAUSING THEM TO OVERHEAT AND EXPLODE. THOUGH MAYA BELIEVED 
IN ITS POTENTIAL FOR THERAPEUTIC USES, THE DRUG WAS WEAPONIZED BY ALDRICH KILLIAN.
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