





L AM SOREY,
CAFPTAMN, THAT I
CANMNOT REMAMN TO
EASE YOLUR LAST HOURS,
BT I HAVE PLTIES
TE PERFORM M
YORPER CITY -

=T MALIST -
MOT KEEF YOUR .
PEwlCiE SUEEN -

WAITING: HA,



WERE [T
NOT FOR THEM,

T MASMNE THAT A
POWERFLL BRELTE LIKE
YOLURSELF SHOLULE
LIVE &N THE CROSS

B NOT CHERISH
AN LLUSIONE OF
RESCLE BECALSE I
AM LEAVING YOU
LNSLARTELR.,

T PROCLAINVMED
THAT ANYONE SEEMMNG
T TAME YOUR BOPY: -
LiviNG O PEAD, EROM THE 1
CROSS WILL BE FLAYER T
ALIVE; TOSETHER WiTH ALL S
THE MEMPBERS OF HiS
FAMILY, N THE PUBLIC o]
SEUARE, iy,

MO SUART BECALIGE
THE VUL TURES WILL
HOT AFFROACH AS LOMS

A% ANYONE 1 MEAR, ANE S0y BRAVE

AN T PO HOT WisH  CAPTARM, FAREWELL!

THEM TO FEEL AMY I WiLL REMENMEBER

COMETRAINT. YOoU WHEN, IN AN HOUR,
TARAMIS LIES N
MY ARMS ==

REMEMBER 4HE WHEN
THE VLLTURES ARS
TEARING AT YOUR
LIVING FLESH!
THE DESERT
SCAVENGERS ARE
A PARTICULARLY
VORACIOUS "

I HAYE
SEEM MEN HANS
FOR SIS OW 4
CROSA.  EYELESS,
EARLESS, AND
SLALPLESS, .

BEAMG

HAZ EATEN THEIR
WaY INTS THEIR

WITALS. .




j chaking the sweat out
of his eEE, Conan
stared blankly at the
familiar terrain.

Un either side ol the alty,
and bayond it, ul ELLJEd
the fertile :=auu"_urnu,
with cattle browsing in the
distanos whare fislds and
vineyards checkered the plain.

A legser distances to

the southeast & silvary
glean mAarked the course
“he western mand . 47 a4 river, and beyord
northern horizons that river sarndy desert
were dotted with began abruptly to
villages, miniaturs gtratoh Aaway and away
in the distance. beyond the horizon.

Jonan stared at that expancse
empty waste shimsering tawnily |
the late SURIIght A & Trappesd
hawk stares at the open sky.
._-—\.\Lr_,_i—_\__'_a—"

A revulsien shook him when
he glanced at the gleaming
1uu__u ol EhAuran.

The city had betrayed him=-trapped
bBlim 1lnte clroumstances that
ielt him hARElDg o A WoQden CrosE
ilxe A hares naliesd to & tres. 1




4

A Yed lust lorxr

| ¥eangeAnce SwWeapt

away the thought.
Curses sbbed
Lit:ullq fYom
the man's lips.

All his universe
contraated,
focused, became
insorporated in
the four iron
aplies that held
him from life
and Iresdon.

4 surgs of hsl
f shook the gian

Eleaunesu K

It was mnot th

il Epifing, abysmal

agony that
: 4 nlil& caused

| him to ocease his

efforts,; but the
:utlllt; ol 1t.

The splke heads
were broad and
heavy; he ocould
not dra

through

then
he WOURdEB.




