- -
: 2T ~
Tl et
- by



—— A EEE——

Chapter One
THE ELEMENTALS
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HE'S NUT WRONG,
JONAH. MAYBE WE
SHOULD LEARVE, TOO?

IT'S BEEN AT LEAST TWO
MOONS SINCE THE SEEDS
SHOULD HAVE STROUTED.

YOu CAN DO WHAT YOu
WANT, BUT I REFUSE TO
WASTE ANY MORE TIME HERE'

WE MIGHT HAVE A CHANCE
TG SOW CROPS SOMEWHERE
ELSE BEFURE WINTER...

WHERE ARE YOU
GONNA GO7

NG IDEA. BUT IT
CANT BE WORSE
THAN HERE.

NOTHING'S GONNA
GROW OUT OF THIS
DAMNED BARTH/




YOU'RE WORSE | THER AR P I KNOW. ...FOR THE DAY
THAN A& MULE, SO R I'M JusT YOU FINALLY TAKE
NILS ! JOE o PRACTICING. .. ME THERE!

FALCONS GO FURTHER
SOUTH TG LAY THEIR
EGAS. I'VE TOLD YOu
THAT & HUNDRED
TIMES. ..

MY RESEARCH
1S IMPURTANT.

WHAT ARE YOU SO AFRAID OF 7 g A
THE WHEAT WILL GET SIOK? THERE'S NUTHING
BUGS WILL SWARM THE CROYS? GROWING, PO/
I CAN'T JUST SET MAGSOTS WILL BAT THE ROOTS?
IT ASIDE, YOU
KNOW THAT...

YEAH. NOW GET
DOWN FROM THERE
BEFURE I CHANGE

MY MIND!

WH... REALLY 7/
WE CAN GO GET
A FALCON7?/
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Mgl I'M PROUD OF YOu,
awth, YOUNG'UN.

—9 |

IT'S GOOD OF YOU TO
HELY YOUR FATHER
WITH HIS RESEARCH.
IT'S IMPORTANT,
YRNOW!

I THOUGHT YOU MIGHT
HAEVE ROOM FOR A FEW
MORE THINGS. ..

WHAT'S GRANNY
TALKING ABOUT 7

RIGHT BAOK!

WAIT! T HAVE
k& FEW MORE
THINGS FOR YOu!

YERH, OF
COURSE. BUT I
TOLD EVERYONE
WE'D RUN SOME
TESTS ALONG
THE WAY.

AREN'T WE GOING
QUT TG FIND ME
A FALCON?

WE'RE ALREADY FUWL.,
GRANNY! KEEY IT/

I'VE GOT SOME

ROOM IN MY BAG,
IF YOU WANT. ..

o

BUT YOU KNOW
GRANNY... SHE'D GIVE

US EVERYTHING SHE
OWNS IF WE LET HER.
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= : BUT DONT WORRY —-
'l PRAY EVERY DAY SO | DONT WALTE - PRETTY SOON, WE

" YOUR TIME, = - WON'T NEED THEM TO
THE GODS GO WITH You! IF THE GODS EVER
EXISTED, THEY UNDERSTAND THE

ABANDONED LS WORLD. ..
LONG AGO!

NO. WITH THE RECENT
RAIN, WE'D RISK GETTING
STUCK IN FEMUND.

WE AREN'T TAKING

RETTVIG PASS? ?

WE'W FOLLOW THREE ORC LAKE.
IT'S LONGER, BUT WE'LL GET
THROUGH, AT LEAST.

- WHAT DO YOU THINK
=g . ABOUT ISHA? [ . — .

THAT'S WHAT I'M
THINKING OF CALLING MY
FALCON. YOU LIKE IT?

FOR &k FEMALE,
SURE. BUT FOR
A MALE. 7 NOT
VERY MANLY. ..



NG SIGN OF
STROUTING HERE,
EITHER...
ISN'T THAT
NORMAL WITH
AL THIS SNOW 7

HMMM. .. NG, SOME ACORNS
SHOULD HAVE STARTED TO
SPTROUT.

ONLY THE STEM AND
LVEAVES GROW IN THE
SPRING...

...BUT THE END OF
THE ROUT SHOULLD
HAVE COME QUT WITH
THE FIRST COLD.

OKRY, FITZ!
G0/ WE'RE
COUNTING ON
YOU TONIGHT!

. ... THEN Il TAKE A
ONE MORE PUSH AND
YOU CAN REST, FELLA.. FODICAT THAT HOQE. .
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