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While imprisoned for a crime he did not commit, Luke Cage was subjected to medical experiments 
that gave him superhuman strength and bulletproof skin. Once free, he used his abilities to become 
a Hero for Hire, protecting people who had nowhere else to turn. His mission has taken him to 
Wakanda, the Savage Land, even Avengers Mansion, but Luke has never forgotten where he came from.

PREVIOUSLY: Returning home after his trip to New Orleans, Luke Cage unwittingly 
stopped for lunch in a town under the hypnotic control of the Ringmaster. The 
mind-controlled police threw him in prison, and Ringmaster erased all Luke’s 

memories. Fellow hypnotized inmate Gonzo 
Acosta was able to recognize Luke for the 

hero he is, which got them both in trouble.

As punishment, Luke and Gonzo were sent 
to work in a mine under the prison. While 
working, a guard shot an inmate having a 
seizure from exposure to the mine’s toxic 
waste, and then tried to force Luke and 
Gonzo to bury the body.  Luke decided 
he’d had enough, and attacked the 
guards.  They opened fire, and the bullets 

ricocheting off Luke’s bulletproof 
skin hit a support 

beam--bringing the 
entire mine down 

on top of them!












