the time?

Don't need to.
I'm as old as radio

I'm part of some
‘planetary defense




N\

Yeah, -
well. We'll Not what
work that  you expected

out. when you came

e

to check me
out?

No. The
stories about
you were...
anomalous.

be one of the people like
me, who slipped through
the cracks between 10

T
I figured you might U

and Skywatch.

There
are more?

Yeah. 1
think so.

If I'm right,
there's going to be a
war between the two sides
someday, and nobody else
is going to be on the side
of the human race.

Nobody
but us and
the others

like us.

Then
et's go find
them.
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I can't give you
ohe star for reeking of cleaning

products because I'll get a crappy
customer rating and also you're
probably a neat murderer.

AMBUSH
BUG

TARGET
PEVICE IS
LISTENING
FOR YOU-

7 Good morning, N—— Good job.

Red Team. Did everyone What have
remember to leave their phones you got for
outside this room? Even me?
you, Mitch? Yo ho! .
as! SKYWATCH i
ke | oo -
’ I
]
[ %) H
/ il (/2
A <
¥ i
i ’
B
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We can't launch
a new satellite to do
this, because all our
launches have to be

; our
by;i;ﬁg?f:‘ e;g mfh existing satellite

have to use constellations.

Then we
fake a global hack
attack. A swarm of
North Korean bots
invading satellite
communications.

7

And then push
it o Skywatch
inside the daily
exchange?

We also
assume they monitor all
our satellite data traffic,
even though we have daily
information exchanges
with them as part of
the treaty.

They're
bots. Automatic
bugs. They'll poke
any system they
can reach to try
and replicate,
right?

So we upload
an infiltration
package hidden
inside our reqular
traffic.

Skywatch
is a stealthed
station, but radio
comms will still
reach it. /

We put our
infiltration package
intfo the attack. Their
systems repel the bots,
but we go in under
the storm.

We look like
victims. Skywatch
feels all tough and
secure. We grab what
we need with nobody
the wiser.

Then we bounce
whatever we capture
back out as repelled
bot activity.




You guys
are amazing. Thank
you. Stay put for
a minute.

Mitch.
Outside.

Can we

We heed to
run some simulations.

And there's going to be

ac'f:;lly; do | pLANNING ROOM \ some guesswork. But
I5 —\ right now we're pretty
confident.
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/ It breaches the
treaty. |t's practically
an act of war. And you
@ven’f cleared it with /=

the director.

‘ N
ol

The director
wants results. There's

too much going on that
'\ We don't know about.

I'm trying to plug a hole here.
We need something to throw back
at Skywatch when they come after
us for Spica's theft--and they
will. And soon.

/ Now, if they're jumping their c
owh CATs into our installations and i}
using suborned 10 operatives like

Cole Cash to do it? That
plugs the gap.

| <4

T
e

But I can't prove
that without access
to the Skywatch

PLANNING RGOM

database. R Thé

simulations. Give
me a best guess
at success.

Yo ho. Did
you get anything
on that Cash
quy?

I'm working
on it. Thunderbook
is my pet project
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