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“IT WAS THE ONLY WAY. 
THE TERRACORE WAS THE 

ONLY WAY WE COULD 
SURVIVE. WE EITHER… 

DRINK, OR THE PLANET’S 
ATMOSPHERE GRINDS US 

DOWN, KILLS US.”

NO! 
LOOK AT 

HIM! 

CALM 
DOWN! IT’S 
WHAT… IT’S 
WHAT THE 
TERRACORE 
IS DOING TO 

ALL OF 
US. 

ALL OF 
YOU? 

ALL OF 
US.

WE’RE 
ALL ON THE 

WAY. 

ARE 
YOU ONE OF 
THOSE KIND 

SOULS? 
LANGER! 
CALM 
DOWN!

YEAH, 
| DO, 
LIKE… 

\’d guess 
you have some 

questions. 



“...WILL THAT 
OUTSIDE DOOR 

HOLD?”

YOU 
SURE OF 
THAT? 

THOSE PIRATES 
OUT THERE MIGHT BE 

CRAZY BASTARDS, BUT 
THEY’RE STRONG. 
RESOURCEFUL.

YEAH...

Okay 
then, with THAT 
unpleasantness 
aside, any OTHER 

questions? 

it will. 

oh, \
know. 

\ 
used 
to BE 
one. 

BUT IF 
WE DO STAY 
ALIVE, THEN... 

WELL. 

SOONER 
OR LATER. 
WE’LL BE... 
LIKE THEM. 
THE KIND 
SOULS.



“this was… quite long ago. 
when this planet was alive. 
you can’t have understood 
the energy in those days. 
being a pirate was a game, 

then. just a game. there were 
boundaries. rules. honor.”

“you can’t look 
at this world, 

today, and think 
that those men 
out there come 
from a place of 

honor.”

A CHILD 
LAUGHING?

you don’t 
believe me, 
of course. 

we can’t bring 
back the past, 

but… an actual 
future….? 

yes. \ think 
there can 

be something 
there. 

the 
future can 
be… a child 
laughing. 

you can’t 
POSSIBLY 
believe 

me.
 

because 
of how 

things used 
to be.

yes. 

a big 
enough boost 

to last FOREVER. 
a planet that 

will never die. 
that’s what \ 

want.

but it’s true, and 
it’s true that \ love 

this planet, and 
THAT’S why \ want 

to trigger the 
terracore. 



“a long time ago there was a boy. lost 
in the amusement park. on THIS world, his 
parents could have been a THOUSAND 

miles away. or even farther. it’s ENDLESS 
when you get lost. it’s ENDLESS. 

“\ chanced to run across him, and as \ watched 
him it struck me that, of all the children \’d 

ever seen get lost, back in those days…

“...most of them 
were laughing.” 

CENTURIES? 

\ want 
it to be 
that way 

again. 

but, ahh, 
that was 
centuries 

ago. 

yes. 
terracore 

can keep you 
around. but 

\’m tired. 
\’m changing. 

it’s time.



“\ need you to 
change this world.”

 

OKAY, 
SAY |’M A 
SUCKER. 

IF | TRIGGER THE 
TERRACORE, WHAT 

HAPPENS? TO THESE 
KIDS? TO SHANE? TO 
ME, IF |’M STILL ON 
THIS PLANET WHEN 

IT HAPPENS. 

HUH.

WHY DO | 
THINK YOU’RE 
ABOUT TO 

ASK ME HELP 
YOU DO 

SOMETHING? 

because 
you’re 

PERCEPTIVE. 

\ need you 
to trigger the 

terracore.

\ need
you to 

help shane 
and \. 


