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YOU'RE A
HARD MAN TO FIND,
NICOLAS FARDAS.

NOT HARD |
ENOUGH.
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YOUR MOOD WITH
MORE WINEZ

ONE WAY TO

YOU NEEDN'T
BE SO PIFFICULT,
NICOLAS

FIND OUT.

1 NEEDN'T

BUT I AM.



MY NAME IS
ARCHIMEDES
VASILAKAS.

MY FAMILY 1S BLESSED
TO BE AMONG THE RICHEST
IN THE CITY. WE TRADE AND

TRANSPORT ANTIQUITIES,
MAINLY.

YOU CAN DEMONSTRATE
THE PROVENANCE OF THESE
BOOKS VIA FAMILY RECORDS.

IPEALLY RECEIPTS OR SHIPPING
MANIFESTS, BUT EVEN LETTERS
WOULD SUFFICE.

BRING YOUR EVIDENCE,

IN WHATEVER FORM IT TAKES,
TO A JUDGE OF NO MORE
THAN AVERAGE CORRUPTION
AND THE PROPERTY WILL
BE RETURNED.

A WEEK AGO,
FOUR PARTICULARLY
RARE TEXTS WERE
TAKEN FROM Us.

THE THIEF
HAS OFFERED
THEIR RANSOM IN
EXCHANGE FOR A
SMALL, WEEKLY
SuM.

INSTEAD,
I WANT You
TO STEAL THEM

THE LAW CANNOT HELP
ME, NICOLAS. INDEED, THE
LAW NOT ONLY SHIELPS MY
THIEF, IT GRANTS HIM THE
POWER TO RUIN ME MUCH
AS HE RUINED You.

YOU KNOW
WHO TOOK
THEM?Z

YES, AND
WHERE THEY'RE
KEPT.

THEN FINDING
ME WAS A WASTE
OF YOUR TIME.

IT'S TERAZIN
BERIKOS’ HAND
IN ALL THIS.

THE MAN
WHO DESTROYED
YOUR LIFE.




HE HAS A TALENT
FOR CORRUPTING THE
LAW TO WORK AGAINST

ITSELF. BUT WHY COME

TO ME FOR THISZ

THERE'S A
THOUSAND MEN
YOU COULD HIRE TO
PERFORM A CRIME
FOR YOU.

WHY MEZ

MAYBE I'VE
CHANGED.

YOU WERE AN
ADVOCATUS BEFORE
BERIKOS FRAMED YOU
FOR HIS CRIMES.

YOU HAVE INTIMATE
KNOWLEDGE OF THE LAW,
ITS APPLICATION, THE IMPERIAL
GUARD, THEIR METHODS, AND
NO DOUBT NUMEROUS
CRIMINAL CONTACTS.

SIMPLE.
A DISHONEST
MAN MIGHT
CHEAT ME.

YOu EXPOSED
BERIKOS' MALFEASANCE
KNOWING THAT THE TRUTH
WOULD PESTRCY YOU WHEN
A LIE WOULD HAVE
SAVED YOU.

BESIDES. BY

BUT A PISHONEST
MAN WOULD EMBRACE
INJUSTICE, NOT DROWN
HIMSELF IN WINE EVERY
DAY TO Avolp IT.

HELPING ME, YOU
CAN ALSO EXPOSE
BERIKOS.

AND I DON'T
THINK YOU couLp
CHEAT ANYONE MAKING
THAT OFFER.




THOUGHT I'D g h
FIND YOU HERE. AND YOU
1 } WOULPD HAVE,
BEFORE I GOT

THOUGHT THIS JOB.

1'D FIND YOu
AT THE BOTTOM A
OF A CUP. rd

YOU SOBER,
OR JUST SOBER
TOPAYZ

I'M SOBER.
STARTING
TODAY.




I'M SORRY, NICOLAS.
YOU KNOW I WOULD'VE DONE
ANYTHING FOR YOU. FOR THE
MAN YOU WERE. :
NOT GOOD
ENOUGH.
BUT AFTER ALL THESE
YEARSZ OUT OF NOWHEREZ
YOU'VE FALLEN INTO SOMETHING
DPEEFP AND I WON'T LET YOU
DRAG ME DOWN INTO IT.

I CAN STOP
HIM THIS TIME, BUT
NOT ALONE,

YET. I CAME TO THERE'S MY

YOU FIRST. NICOLAS.

y THERE'S
NG POINT TAKING
HIM DOWN IF YOU
AREN'T THERE.






