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Earth in the year 2083:

The planet’s population exceeds 10 billion people.

The planel’s ability lo provide food and shelter for such numbers
dwindles daily.

Cities have grown outward and upward to accommodate the
ever-growing masses, at the expense of nature—the world over, the
natural world has given way to the cities of man, and cities have become
city-states—bloated, overcrowded things whose monolithic structures
extend far below the surface and high into the sky.

Shrinking nature preserves remain as protected areas for vegetation and
animal life lo thrive, bul those shrink annually.

To face this ever-present and dire situation, the United Nations formed
the International Global Defense Corp, a multinational military presence
whose raison d'etre is to provide workable solutions for the
ever-more-crowded world. Global survival, not regional conflicts, is
now the order of the day.

Space colonization never became a viable option. As a resull, the world's
leaders stopped looking up as the folly of exploralion gave way lo the
dire situation facing the planet and its people.

But someone should have kept watching the skies...
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LAGOS, NIGERIA.
URBAN AREA POPULATION:
2UMIYTON,  ~——

CONVEYANCE OF 0 MANY
PEOPLE IN THE OVER-
CROWPEP CITY 16 MOST
EFFICIENTLY HANPLED BY
PUBLIC MONOTUBE, A VERY
SAFE MEANS OF TRAVEL.

Bl “'THE CITY CENTER
METRO-TUBE WAS
IMPACTED AT 15:34, SIR.

“THE METEOR THEN KEPT
MOVING. ONLY-=THIS 15
VERY OPP—-|T THEN
MOVEP.., 4PWARZ."




WHAT, DID |T BOUNCEZ
BECAUSE OTHERWISE,
IMMUTABLE LAWS OF
PHYSICS SAY THAT'S

IMPOSSIBLE.

HERE. BUT IT
HAPPENED.

IT PIP GREAT
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“I WANT PROBES IN THE

AIR; AND SCRAMBLE TEAMS
ZA/IN AND AVIN. NOW!"
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SMALLER-JUST ' CLEAR OF
IMPACTED NEAR THE CITY, IN
THE FIRST. 4 THE JUNGLE.




CHAPTER ONE:

Creators and Storytellers
CHRIS RYALL & GABRIEL RODRIGUEZ
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"BEFORE ANYTHING EVEN MORE [
LANGEROL/S ARRIVES."
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SO THIS IS PLANET
SOL-3- EARTH. ALL
SEEMS PLACID AT

8| FIRST SCAN,, BUT THEN,
THAT'S NOT USUAL.

THE SPORE TENDS TO
BE MORE INSIDIOUS
THAN OBVIOUS. BUT THE
FACT THAT IT GOT HERE
AHEAD OF ME MEANS
THINGS ARE ALREADY
DIRE, QUIET OR NOT.

AFTER SO MANY
FAILURES, T HOPE
AGAINST HOPE I
HAVE ARRIVED

HERE IN TIME.

AND [F NOT, I CAN AT
LEAST GIVE THIS

PLANET'S INHABITANTS
THE MERCIFULLY QUICK
END THAT WAS DENIED
MY PEOPLE.




" THE'INTERNATIONAL GLOBAL DEFENSE ARMY-TEAM AVIN. -
~° TEAMZAIN HASN'T BEEN HEARD FROM IN 12 HOURS.
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A NEGATIVE,
- SIR. ALL PERHAPS
WORP ON - comm REMANS[ A BETTER SILENCE
ZANN YETZ » ' DEAD. WORD CHOICE gl
= S ANYTHING.

I REALLY
HOPE IT
DOESN'T MEAN
ANYTHING.
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LONER'S
REALLY LIVIN
UP TO HER
NAME AGAIN.

/7
PERHAPS
SHE, LIKE ME,
1S RELISHING
THE THOUGHT
OF EXPLORING
ACTUAL
NATURE.
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VASIEL “CAP” ARBONA o'h CICI “BOOST” N JAMES “CASTLE” OSHIRD =
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KEEP |T TOGETHER,
ABIGAIL. HOLP IT
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...YOU OR
YOUR TEAM
EVER SEEN

ITS LIKE

INANIMATE

ROCKS JUST

fo\ canvT move
7\ LIKE THAT.

COME ON,

B STARGAZER. A BAD

OL’ SPACE ROCK
SLIPPED THROUGH
AND SMASHED
THINGS UP, YES.

YOUR SILENCE MEAN You Y SHOCK YOUR
REAPIN' MY THOUGHTS PURE LITTLE

RIGHT NOW, LONERZ HEART ALL
BEST NOT. KINDS'A WAYS,
TRUST ME ON

THAT.

BUT IT
WAS NOTHING
MORE THAN
THAT.

N " .
DON'T FLATTER .
: YOURSELF, WITCH. [=
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IF T HAP MY WAY; I'D
NEVER READP ONE OF
YOUR EMPTY THOUGHTS.

THIS LOUSY TECH HEAPBAND
USEP TO BLOCK IT ALL OUT.
BUT STATIC FINDS A WAY.

IT OCCURS
TO ME, IN
SUCH FERTILE
LAND AS
BELOW...

...FLORA
AND FALNA

WILL BE THRIVING =

IN WAYS SOME OF
YOU HAVE NEVER
SEEN. MY; YES.

CHANCE TO
COMMUNE WITH
THE BEAUTY OF

NATURE AND

ITS MYRIAD

LIFEFORMS...




