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Saving the future, by protecting the past!Saving the future, by protecting the past!
MOLDY 

MOZZARELLA!
I’M ON THE BACK 
OF A MAMMOTH!

GERONIMO STILTON IS THE EDITOR OF THE RODENT GAZETTE, THE MOST FAMOUS

PAPER ON MOUSE ISLAND. IN HIS FREE TIME HE LOVES TO TELL FUN, HAPPY STORIES.

IN THIS ADVENTURE, GERONIMO HAS TO FACE HIS WORST ENEMIES, THE PIRATE CATS,

WHO HAVE DISCOVERED A WAY TO TRAVEL BACK IN TIME AND CHANGE HISTORY…

…THIS TIME, TERSILLA, CATARDONE III, AND BONZO

ACCIDENTALLY TRAVEL BACK IN TIME AND WIND UP

SMACK DAB IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ICE AGE! THEY

DECIDE TO CAPTURE A GREAT WOOLY MAMMOTH

AND BRING IT BACK TO THE PRESENT!

CAN GERONIMO AND HIS 

FRIENDS STOP THE 

PIRATE CATS’ LATEST 

CRAZY SCHEME

IN TIME?

www.geronimostilton.com
www.papercutz.com

BOOK 4 COVPB  3/22/10  10:24 AM  Page 1



11

A HALF HOUR LATER, WE WERE IN

PETUNIA’S SUV, FOLLOWING THE

FROG ROBOT’S DIRECTIONS…

AT THE NEXT LIGHT, 
TURN RIGHT!

…WHICH QUICKLY TOOK

US TO PAWS VON VOLT’S

SECRET LAB!

HELLO,

PROFESSOR! 

TELL US 

EVERYTHING!

ARE THE 

PIRATE CATS
BEHIND THIS?

UNFORTUNATELY,

YES, GERONIMO.

YOU GUESSED

RIGHT!

THE TEMPOGRAPH--THE

DEVICE I CREATED TO KEEP

TRACK OF HISTORY--SHOWS

THEY ARE TRAVELING

INTO THE PAST AGAIN!

AND WHERE ARE THEY

HEADED THIS TIME? HAVE

YOU FIGURED IT OUT

YET, PROFESSOR?

THAT’S THE STRANGE

THING: THEIR DESTINATION

IS THE NEANDER VALLEY 

IN GERMANY, AROUND

40,000 YEARS AGO!

40,000 YEARS AGO? BUT
THAT WAS DURING THE

PLEISTOCENE!
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YES, THAT’S 

RIGHT! AND WIDE

GRASSLANDS, 

TOO!

IF I’M NOT WRONG,

THERE WEREN’T ANY

CITIES IN THIS

ERA, ONLY

FORESTS!

HMPH, TRAP…HOW

CAN YOU THINK OF

PLAYING RIGHT

NOW?

HMM…A PERFECT

PLACE TO PLAY

GOLF! HOW NICE!

PLEISTOCENE

IN THIS GEOLOGICAL ERA

(1,800,000-11,000 YEARS AGO)

THE EARTH LOOKED A LOT 

DIFFERENT FROM TODAY. 

AS A MATTER OF FACT, THE

PLEISTOCENE WAS CHARACTER-

IZED BY THE CLIMATE CONSTANTLY

GETTING COLDER, WHICH CAUSED

THE NORTH POLE ICE SHEET AND

GLACIERS FROM THE MOUNTAINS

TO INVADE MOST OF NORTH

AMERICA AND EUROPE. THIS 

PHENOMENON IS KNOWN AS

GLACIATION AND WAS THE START

OF THE ICE AGE. THE AREAS

SHELTERED FROM ICE, LIKE THE

NEANDER VALLEY (NEANDERTHAL)

IN NORTHERN GERMANY, WERE

FILLED WITH GRASSLANDS AND

FORESTS IN WHICH MANY

SPECIES OF WILD ANIMALS

(DEER, BEAR, WOLVES, MARMOTS,

AND MAMMOTHS) AND THE 

ANCESTORS OF MODERN 

HUMANS LIVED.

THE AREA BORDERED 

BY THE ICE SHEET 

WAS PRACTICALLY 

UNINHABITED, EXCEPT

FOR...EARLY 

NEANDERTHALS!

NO, NO 

IDEA AT

ALL!

BETTER YET, DO YOU

HAVE ANY IDEA WHAT

THE PIRATE CATS’

GOAL COULD BE?

WHATEVER THOSE

CRUMMY CATS MAY

HAVE IN MIND,

WE’VE GOT TO

LEAVE RIGHT

AWAY!

EARLY NEANDERTHALS 

LIVED BETWEEN 100,000 AND 30,000

YEARS AGO. THEIR NAME COMES FROM

THE FACT THAT IN 1856, SOME OF THEIR

REMAINS WERE FOUND IN A CAVE IN

THE NEANDER VALLEY. COMPARED TO 

MODERN HUMANS (HOMO SAPIENS),

NEANDERTHALS WERE SHORTER AND 

HAD SHORTER ARMS AND LEGS.

THEIR TYPICAL FACIAL FEATURES

WERE A LOW, FLAT SKULL, 

PRONOUNCED CHEEKBONES, 

AND A RECEDING CHIN. 
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I’M GIVING YOU MY 
SPECIAL EARPHONES 
THAT LET YOU SPEAK 
AND UNDERSTAND THE 

LANGUAGE OF 
THE TIME!

I’LL PUT MY GOLF BAG

NEXT TO THE CLOTHES

WE’LL WEAR WHEN 

WE GET THERE!

HURRAY!
WE’RE OFF ON

ANOTHER TRIP

THROUGH 

TIME!

I KNEW I COULD COUNT ON YOUR

HELP! THE SPEEDRAT
IS READY!

PLEASE KEEP THE PIRATE CATS 

FROM CHANGING HISTORY 

TO BENEFIT THEMSELVES!

DON’T WORRY, PROFESSOR,

WE’LL STOP THEM!

TAKE-OFFFF!!!
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MEANWHILE, THE PIRATE

CATS HAD ARRIVED IN THE

NEANDER VALLEY IN 

THE YEAR 37993 BC.

B-BUT 

TERSILLA, LET

ME EXPLAIN!

I…UM…
THIS TIME, 

YOU’VE REALLY
MESSED UP,

BONZO!

BONZO, YOU
ARE A REAL 

IDIOT!

BUT I DIDN’T MEAN TO…I WAS TAKING

SOME SOUVENIR PHOTOS AND…I 

HIT THE WRONG BUTTON!

THERE’S NOTHING

TO EXPLAIN! OUR

DESTINATION WAS

PARIS, IN FRANCE, IN

THE YEAR 1889…AND

LOOK WHERE YOU

BROUGHT US!
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I DON’T CARE 

ABOUT SOME PHOTO!

WE WERE SUPPOSED

TO BE STEALING THE

EIFFEL TOWER ON 

THE DAY IT WAS 

INAUGURATED!

CAN’T WE REVERSE

COURSE AND GO TO

PARIS NOW?

NO, DADDY DEAR…

THE CATJET ONLY

HAS ENOUGH FUEL 

TO TAKE US 

BACK TO OUR 

OWN TIME!

WELL, SINCE WE’RE ALREADY

HERE NOW, HOW ABOUT I

TAKE A PHOTO?

>GULP!<WOULD YOU KNOCK 
IT OFF, YOU PAIN IN 

THE TAIL!*

*PAIN IN THE NECK

SOMEONE’S 

attacking us!
HURRY UP, EVERYBODY
ON BOARD! WE’VE GOT
TO TAKE OFF AGAIN!
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YOU JUST GET
DUMBER AND

DUMBER, BONZO!

WHAT’VE

YOU

DONE?! 

A THOUSAND 
TUMBLING TABBY 

CATS! CAVE PEOPLE!

MEOW DOWN*, DADDY
DEAR! WE HAVE TO BE

CAREFUL ABOUT 

HOW WE ACT!

*CALM DOWN

TOOLS 

NEANDERTHALS HADN’T DISCOVERED IRON AND

MADE THEIR TOOLS OUT OF WOOD, BONE, OR

STONE. THEY ALSO USED FLINT--A SPECIAL

KIND OF ROCK WITH CHARACTERISTICS LIKE

GLASS THAT WHEN SPLINTERED OFF, PROVIDED

A SHARPENED FOIL THAT WAS USED A GREAT

DEAL TO MAKE WEAPONS (KNIVES, SPEARS, 

AND AXES) AND OTHER TOOLS 

OF VARIOUS SHAPES AND 

DIMENSIONS TO WORK WOOD,

SCRAPE ANIMAL SKINS, AND

CARVE MEAT.

THEY’RE

ARMED.

WHAT DO

WE DO

NOW?

IT’S PROBABLY 

BECAUSE THEY’VE NEVER

SEEN ANY CATS BEFORE

IN THEIR LIVES!

DID YOU NOTICE? 

THEY DON’T LOOK 

LIKE THEY’RE 

AFRAID OF US!
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SQUEEEAK!!!?!?WELL, WE

CAN TAKE A

BEAUTIFUL

PHOTO!

BOW DOWN 
BEFORE THE GODS

OF LIGHTNING!

THEY ARE 

GODS FROM THE

HEAVENS!

YES, THE FLASH 

OF LIGHTNING! 

I SAW IT! 

DID YOU 

SEE THE 

flash of 
lightning?

FORGIVE US FOR ATTACKING YOU,

OH, POWERFUL GODS! I, RAT-KUN,

AND ALL THE RODENTS OF MY TRIBE

ARE AT YOUR SERVICE!

POWERFUL

GODS? I

THOUGHT WE

WERE PIRATE

CATS!

SILENCE, 

HAIRBALL!

BUT…BUT…COME

WHERE? AND 

DO WHAT?

COME ON! COME WITH ME!
I’VE GOT AN IDEA!

THE CAVE

PEOPLE 

MISTOOK THE

CAMERA FLASH

FOR

LIGHT-

NING!
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TH-THANK
YOU…

I GRANT YOU
PERMISSION TO

GET UP, RAT-KUN!

DO WHAT? SIMPLE:

PLAY THE ROLE

OF GODS! 

HEE, HEE, HEE!

TH-TH-THANK YOU…

AND OUR APOLO-

GIES, ONCE AGAIN!

YOU KNOW WE NORMALLY

WOULD HAVE ALREADY PUNISHED

YOU FOR YOUR ATTACK

BY INCINERATING

YOU WITH LIGHT-

NING!

EXPLAIN THAT TO US,

RAT-KUN! WHAT IS

THIS MYSTERIOUS

ICE GIANT?

THE ICE
GIANT?!?

FROM A DISTANCE, 

SOME OF MY COMPANIONS

CONFUSED THE STRANGE

ANIMAL YOU TRAVEL ON

WITH THE ICE GIANT!

IT’S A HUGE, HORRIBLE

CREATURE…IT’S FIVE TIMES 

BIGGER THAN A MAMMOTH AND 

HAS ENORMOUS TUSKS!

>GULP!< 

BUT WE FEEL GENEROUS 

TODAY AND HAVE DECIDED

TO SPARE 

YOU!
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