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IT WS THE HARVEST
THEY CHEERED; IT Was
) ROBE ANG HiS WICTORIES.

IT WAS His LORD FATHER AND
Hi'S SRANDFATHER ANG ALL
THE STARKS SOING BACK STILL (T MADE HiM

EIGHT THOLSAND YEARS. SWELL WITH PRIDE. HE
\ EVEN EORSOT THAT

HE WS BROKEN...
o —— e
- FOR S0 LONG ’
As [T TOgK HiM TO
RICE THE LENGTH
OF THAT HALL
L
5

=




THE NOISE SWELLED SLICH FOOD BRAN HAD SER RODRIK TALKED WITH
TO A STEADY RUMBLING NEVER SEEN: COLRSE MAESTER LUWIN ABOVE His
ROAR, A GREAT HEADY AFTER COLRSE AFTER DALUGHTER BETH'S CLIRLY
STEW OF SOLNG. COURSE, S0 MUCH THAT HEAD, WHILE RICKON

HE COLLD NOT MANAGE W Sr@edMED HAPPILY AT THE

MORE THAN A BITE OR WaLDERS,

TWO OF EACH DISH,

You oo
WELL, BRAN.
LORD EDDARD
WOULD HAVE
BEEN MOST
PROUD.

HE WATCHED THEM
A5 FROM A DiSTANCE,
AS [F HE STILL SAT W
THE WINDOW OF Hre
BECCHAMBER LOOKING
DOWN ON THE vago
BELOW, SEEING
EVERYTHING YET A
FPART OF NOTHING.

IT 18 TOO HOT HERE,
HE THOUGHT, ANG TOO
NOISY... ANG THEY ARE
ALL GETTING DRLINIE




ON THE BENCHES BELOW,
WINTERFELL MEN MIXED
WITH SMALLEOLK FROM
THE WINTER TOWN,
FRIENDS FROM THE
MEARER HOLDEASTS, AND
THE ESCORTS OF THEIR
LORDLY GUESTS.

BRAN HAD NOT WANTED
THE FREYS AT THE HIGH

l| 748LE BUT THE MAESTER
REMINDED HiM THAT THEY
WOULD SOON BE KIN.

BRAN SLOPENLY
HE WISHED HE

ROBE wWas TO MARRY
ONE OF THEIR ALINTS,
AND ARYE ONE OF
THEIR UNCLES,

WERE ANYWHERE

BUT HERE.

SOME FACES BRAN HAD
NEVER SEEN BEFORE, OTHERS
HE KNEW A8 WELL AS HiS
OWN, YET THEY ALL SEEMED
EGLALLY FOREISN TO Hi.




T'LL...HANE
MORE LATER. MY
BELLY'S FULL TO

BURSTING.

THE SERVING MEN HAD BROUGHT EVERY DIsH TO
BRAN FIRST, THAT HE MISHT TAKE THE LORD'S
PORTION IF HE CHOSE. BY THE TIME THEY
REACHED THE DUCKS, HE COLLD EAT NO MORE,

YOU HAVE
DOME WELL, BRAN.
HERE, AMD AT THE

AUDIENCES. YOU WILL
BE AN ESPECIAL FINE
LORD ONE DAY, I
THINK.

MEERA OF
HOUSE REED!
WITH HER

BROTHER, JOJEN,
OF GREYWATER
WATCH!

; BN A SiARE
MUDMEN. I ’
THEY'RE THIEVES THIS HARVEST WITH
AND CRAVENS, AND L us.
THEY HAVE GREEN
$\ TEETH FROM EATING

T
5 r %
WARMLY. I HAD NOT — FEE':‘N'-FEEEEEQ
THOUGHT TO SEE 0 =T ;
THEM HERE, BUT...
YOU KNOW WHO _
HOWLAND
i REED WAS A GREAT
' FRIEND TO YOUR
FATHER. THESE TWO
ARE HIS, IT WOULD SRAN WS CLIRIOUS
s ABOUT THESE
MLDMEN, HE COLLD
NOT RECALL EVER
SEEING ONE BEFORE.

IS FATHER HAD SENT
LETTERS TO THE LORD OF
GREYWATER COVER THE
YEARS, BUT NONE OF THE
CRANNOGMEN HAD EVER
CALLED AT WINTERFELL.




MY LORDS OF STARK.
THE YEARS HAVE FASSED IN
THEIR HUNDREDS AND THEIR
THOUSANDS SINCE MY FOLK
FIRST SWORE THEIR FEALTY
TO THE KING IN THE NOETH.
MY LORD FATHER HAS SEMT
U5 HERE TO SAY THE WORDS

AGAIN, FOR ALL OUR

My BROTHER
ROBE IS FIGHTING
IM THE SOUTH, BUT
YOU CAN SAY YOUR
WORDS TO ME, IF

You LIKE.

HE TRIED TO RECALL ALL
HE HAD BEEN TALSHT OF
THE CRANNDGMEN, WHO
CWELT AMONSST THE BOGS
OF THE MECK AND SELDOM
LEFT THEIR WETLANDS.

TO WINTERFELL WE PLEDGE THE FAITH
OF GREYWATER. HEARTH AND HEART AND HARVEST
WE YIELD UP TO YOU, MY LORD. DUR SWORDS AND
SPEARS AND ARROWS ARE YOURS TO COMMAND.
GRANT MERCY TO OUR WEAK, HELF TO OUR
HELPLESS, AND JUSTICE TO ALL, AND WE
SHALL NEVER FAIL YOr.

I SWEAR
IT BY EARTH
1 SWEAR \ AND WATER.
IT BY BRONZE

AND [ROM.

WE
SWEAR IT BY
ICE AND FIRE.

BRAN GROPED FOR

WORDS, Was HE
SUPPOSED TO SWEAR
SOMETHING BACK TO
THEM? THIS OATH
WAS NOT ONE HE
HAD BEEN TALGHT.

MAY YOLR
WINTERS BE SHORT
AND YOUR SUMMERS

BOUNTIFUL.

THE CRANNOSMEN WERE
A POOR FOLK, HE KNEW,
FISHERS AND FROG-
HUNTERS WHO LIVED W
HOUSES OF THATCH AND

WOVEN BEEDS ON FLOATING
ISLANDS HIGPEN IN THE
DEEFPS OF THE SWEME

WE BRING
YOU GIFTS
OF FISH AND
FROG AND

/T WAS S4/0 THAT THEY WERE A COWARDLY
PECPLE WHD FOLISHT WITH POISONED
WEAPONS AND PREFERRED TO HIDE FROM FOES
RATHER THAN FACE THEM /N OPEN BATTLE.

I THANK
YOU. I OFFER
YOU THE MEAT
ANC MEAD OF

WINTERFELL.

AND YET HOWLAND REED HAD BEEN
ONE OF FATHER'S STALNCHEST
COMPANIONS DURING THE WAR
FOR KING ROBERT'S CROWN,
BEFORE BRAN WAS BORN.
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