*YOU KNOW WHAT THEY
MEWVER REALLY TALK
ABOUT?T THE SMELL.”

TADDY
YOU SURE THAT'S
NOT YOUT SOME-
THING YOU ATE?

SERIQUSLY.
I''™ GOING TO START
CALLING YOU *DEAD-
INSIDE™ IF YOU KEEF
THIS UP,

IT WASN'T & ! MUST BE
ME. IT SMELLS PSR \ THESE TREES. THEY Wi
JUST LIKE | LOOK ALIVE BUT THERE'S
You. 1 - SOMETHING ROTTEN
ABOUT THEM.

: "ANYWAY. THE PUTRIFIED
“T KNOW, I KNOW. IT'S GOT FOREST FREAKING SMELLS,
'DEAD’ RIGHT IM THE MAME. BUT THAT'S Y NAME FOR IT.
STILL--YOU'D KIND OF THINK NOT THE REAL NAME. REAL )
MAYBE IT'S JUST TO SCARE NAME IS SOME LATIN ROTTEN EGGS...ON FIRE. (1
PEOPLE OFF, YOU KNOW?” SOMETHING-OR-OTHER.” THAT'S THE SMELL.*  [o%il




LITTLE BIT
HIGHER UP THAM
I THOUGHT.

WE MEED TO BE CAREFLIL
GOING FORWARD. THE LIVING
SLIDE TO THE DEADSIDE

VOLLUAME T READ ON THIS

TREE I15...A LITTLE SCARY.
FLACE IS FULL OF BOOBY-
TRAPS, POISON. AMND REALLY

ANGRY GATEKEEPERS.

By

s

TAKE THIS. Y
IT'LL BE OKAY.
YOU'RE WITH

ME.

*S'OKAY THOUGH. I DO A LOT OF
— . RESEARCH. A LOT OF READING.
?‘% - BOOKS ARE AMAZING THINGS.”

IS WHY
YOu
| ALWAYS

*"THEY'RE MASHED UP
TREES, YOU KNOW?
PULP. MOST OF THEM
_ ANYWAY. THEY DIDN'T
THAT'S HAVE THOSE WHERE
NO WAY _ \ | I CAME FROM."
TO TALK. \ :

: S s il ] CAN REACH
*AND YOU'RE g el ™ : OUT TO ALL
ASKING YOURSELF, \ (i Ak N | LIVING THINGS
*AREN'T YOU THE ) . . | | ON EARTH. THIS
GEOMANCER? e PN | INCLUDES THE
DON'T YOU HAVE i 9 ¢ 4l | souLs OF DEAD
CONTROL AND - "M | TREES. BOOKS.
CONSTANT “WELL, YES. 1 DO. BUT DID FOUND A LOT
COMMUNICATION I MENTION IT'S THE DEAD. | H OF LONG-
WITH THE EARTH SIDE. MY ABILITY TO BE A ; $ /4| FORSOTTEN
AND EVERY 'SPEAKER TO THE EARTH' .

» ; BOOKS THAT
LIVING THING?'™ GETS WONKY OVER THERE.* - WAY."



TIMES LIKE
THIS..HFF...I WISH
GEOMANCER POWERS
WERE A LITTLE MORE...
HF...COMPATIBLE...
NGH...WITH THE
DEADSIDE..

*SO THE TREES WHEW.
THAT MAKE UP THE HERE WE
PULP ARE DEAD. :
BUT THE BOOKS
ARE STILL AUVE.. | XEE E %5 j
IN THEIR OWN WAY. £ LRy | \ THIS WAY.
THEY'RE ORGANIC. « 'y e 17 ; STAY CLOSE. THERE'S

I CAN HEAR : Y : ABOUT A THOUSAND
THE ECHOES OF LIFE R WAYS TO DIE IN

FROM THE PAGES. AdES ) =
WEIRD: I KNOW." * T A THIS PLACE.

*MOST OF THEM
ANTWAY, THE Bi :
OF THE GEOMAL b
IS HONESTLY, NOT
MY FAVORITE.”

*THE THING |5 ALWAYS--
AMND I MEAM AL M4 ¥S,
PROPHESIZING DOOM
! . AMND GLOOM."”
JUST LIKE THE % -
GUIDE SAID. HELLO,
THERE! I AM TAMA,
THIS IS T.AD.D. YOU |8
MUST BE.. EtNELE F .:;'




YOU GET ONE GLESS TO MY
IT'S NOT IMPORTAMT. | RIDDLE: MISSSSS. IF YOu
WHAT IS IMPORTAMT IS THAT ! h#;df AMNSWER INCORRECTLYYYY..
YOU GIVE ME YOUR RIDDLE, SO YOU WILL SUFFER AN
I CAN ANSWER IT AND WE CAM ) 5 i AGOMIZIMNG DEATH BY'--
PASS. I HAVE URGENT BUSIMESS g
WITH THE DEMON THAT g :
LIWES AT THE TOP OF i
THIS TREE.

YES, YES. :

. : PLEASE/

s — ‘ y I NEED TO
- HURRY!

IMAGINE Y'OU
ARE IN A DARK
ROOOOOOM.

THANKS!
TAKE CARE.
BINGLE!




CAREFUL
HERE. ACID
MUSH-
ROOMS...

CAREFUL WHERE
YOU WALK HERE, PRESSURE
SEMSITIVE TUBE AHEAD...
TRIGGERS PQISON THORNS,
IF THE GUIDEBOOK WAS
CORRECT.
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