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PROFESSOR CHARLES XAVIER, FOUNDER AND LEADER OF THE X-MEN, 

WAS DEAD. KILLED BY A PHOENIX-POSSESSED CYCLOPS, XAVIER’S 

ABSENCE IS STILL FELT TO THIS DAY. IN REALITY, HE WAS TRAPPED 

IN A BRUTAL, PROLONGED DUEL WITH THE SHADOW KING IN THE 

ASTRAL PLANE. WITH THE HELP OF A TEAM OF X-MEN, CHARLES’ 

CONSCIOUSNESS ESCAPED INTO THE BODY OF FANTOMEX, WHICH HE 

USED TO ERASE THE TEAM’S MEMORIES OF HIS NEWFOUND EXISTENCE. 

CHARLES, NOW CALLING HIMSELF “X,” IS EMBRACING A NEW DESTINY…

JEAN GREY, ONE OF THE ORIGINAL X-MEN AND HOST OF THE PHOENIX 

FORCE, WAS DEAD, KILLED IN BATTLE BY ONE OF THEIR GREATEST FOES.

JEAN’S DEATH LEFT A CLOUD OVER THE X-MEN THAT NEVER PASSED. 

RECENTLY, THE X-MEN HAD DISCOVERED THAT JEAN HAD BEEN REVIVED 

BY THE PHOENIX. NOW, SHE BEGINS A NEW CHAPTER IN HER LIFE, ONE 

IN WHICH HER HUSBAND, CYCLOPS, IS NO LONGER ALIVE…

PREVIOUSLY IN ASTONISHING X-MEN...
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NOTE: THE EVENTS OF THIS ISSUE TAKE PLACE AFTER PHOENIX 
RESURRECTION #5 AND ASTONISHING X-MEN #12.












