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FO
MANY YEARS, |,

DR. JOHN H. WATSON, WAS
FORTUNATE TO CHRONICLE
AND ASSIST MY FRIEND,
SHERLOCK HOLMES, IN
A NUMBER OF THE CASES
WHICH WERE SUBMITTED
TO HIM IN HIS CAPACITY
AS A CONSULTING
DETECTIVE.

INDEED, IN 1881,
MRE. HOLMES WAS
THE WORLD’S ONLY
CONSLULTING
DETECTIVE.

TODAY, IN 1939,
CONSLULTING DETECTIVES
(IF NOT KNOWN BY THAT NAME)
FLOURISH IN NEARLY EVERY

COUNTRY IN THE CIVILIZED
WORLD.

HOLMES WAS AN INTENSELY - IT WAS NOT HIS FRIENDS WHOM HE
PRIVATE INDIVIDUAL. HE WAS SOUGHT TO CONVINCE REGARDING
FOND OF APPEARING THIS ASPECT OF HIS CHARACTER.
IMPASSIVE, A THINKING IT WAS HIMSELE
MACHINE NOT IN CONTACT
WITH WHAT HE CONSIDERED ’
THE REALITIES OF PHYSICAL ~
EXISTENCE. 7 I HAVE COME TO REALIZE THAT HOLMES
WAS A DEEPLY PASSIONATE HUMAN BEING.
- HE WAS CONVINCED THE PLAY OF FEELINGS
WOULD INTERFERE WITH THE PRECISION

8 IN TRUTH, THIS REPUTATION FOR > .
COLDNESS WAS DELIBERATELY N DEMANDED BY HIS WORK.
OF HIS OWN MANUFACTURE.

HOLMES POSSESSED AN ARSENAL
OF RESOURCES WHOSE SPECIFIC HIS IRON WILL HAVING
PURPOSE WAS TO RELIEVE CAUTERIZED THE MORE
EMOTIONAL STRESS WHEN SUCH CONVENTIONAL OUTLETS
RELIEF BECAME IMPERATIVE. _—-r OF EXPRESSION, HE WOULD
RESORT TO MALODOROUS
CHEMICAL EXPERIMENTS...




HE WOULD
IMPROVISE
UPON THE
VIOLIN...

HE WOULD ADORN THE WALLS OF OUR
RESIDENCE IN BAKER STREET WITH
BULLET POCKS USUALLY SPELLING
OUT THE INITIALS OF OUR GRACIOUS
SOVEREIGN--THE OLD QUEEN...

IT MAY SEEM /
STRANGE THAT I
AM BEGINNING YET /

ANOTHER CHRONICLE
g OF MY FRIEND'S
ACHIEVEMENTS
AND AT THIS
LATE DATE.

THIS
CASE WAS WELL
UNDERWAY BEFORE
I UNDERSTOQD
IT ACTUALLY
WAS A CASE.

ONCE
I REALIZED,
I BECAME CONVINCED
IT WAS AN ADVENTURE
THAT SHOULD NEVER
SEE THE LIGHT
OF DAY.




HOLMES
WAS A PRIVATE
PERSON, AND THIS
CASE CANNOT BE SET
DOWN WITHOUT SOME
EXPLORATION OF HIS
CHARACTER, AN EXPLORATION
THAT WOULD CERTAINLY
HAVE BEEN DISTASTEFUL
TO HIM WHILE HE

THE TRUE REASON
FOR DELAY |S THAT
THERE WAS ANOTHER
PARTY IN THE CASE, AND
IT WAS ESTEEM FOR THIS
PERSONAGE THAT CAUSED
HOLMES TO ENJOIN ME TO
DISCLOSE NOTHING OF THE
MATTER UNTIL SUCH TIME AS
THIS SECOND PARTY HAD

WAS ALIVE.
. ALSO CEASED TO
BREATHE.

FATE,
HOWEVER, HAS
INTERVENED.

SUCH A
REVELATION IS
BOUND TO STIR UP
CONTROVERSY, AS IT
INVOLVES MY DECLARATION
THAT TWO OF THE CASES
I PENNED CONCERNING
HOLMES WERE TOTAL
FABRICATIONS.

THE PERSON IN
QUESTION HAS DIED,
AND WHILE THE WORLD
RESOUNDS WITH EULOGIES
AND WHILE BIOGRAPHIES ARE
HASTILY PUBLISHED, I--WHILE
I HAVE STILL THE STRENGTH
OF HAND AND CLARITY OF
MIND (FOR I AM EIGHTY-
SEVEN)--LIKEWISE

% HASTEN TO SET DOWN

WHAT I KNOW.

...AND TO *THE ADVENTURE OF THE EMPTY

I REFER TO “THE FINAL PROBLEM,”
WITH ITS ACCOUNT OF THE DEATH
DUEL BETWEEN HOLMES AND HIS
ARCH-ENEMY, THE FIENDISH
PROFESSOR MORIARTY...

HOUSE,” THE CASE WHICH RELATES THE

DRAMATIC REAPPEARANCE OF HOLMES AND
DETAILS HIS THREE YEARS IN FLIGHT FROM
THE MINIONS OF HIS DECEASED OPPONENT.




IT IS JUST
AS WELL THAT
NOTHING OF THE
SORT OCCURRED, FOR
SECRECY WAS ESSENTIAL
AT THE TIME. NOW THE
REAL STORY MAY BE
TOLD, THE CONDITIONS
STIPULATED BY HOLMES
HAVING AT LAST
BEEN MET.

I HAVE JUST RE-READ
THE CASES AND MARVEL
AT MY LACK OF SUBTLETY.
HOW COULD READERS HAVE
MISSED MY OVERBEARING
EMPHASIS ON “THE TRUTH”
THAT I CLAIMED TO BE
TELLING? MY EMPHASI|S IN
*THE FINAL PROBLEM” ON
THE UNDILUTED TRUTH IT
CONTAINED PERHAPS SHOULD
HAVE AROUSED THE
SUSPICIONS OF MY
READERS.

IF THE
NARRATIVE
WHICH FOLLOWS
OCCASIONALLY
FAILS TO BEAR THE
IMPRESS OF MY
USUAL STYLE, YEARS
HAVE ELAPSED
SINCE LAST
WROT

ALSO
THE FACT THAT
I AM NO LONGER
ACTUALLY WRITING--
ARTHRITIS HAVING
MADE THE ATTEMPT
IMPOSSIBLE--
BUT DICTATING
TO A CHARMING
TYPIST, A MiSS

N DOBSON.

LASTLY, MY
STYLE MAY APPEAR

I SHALL NOT
REFPEAT MY EARLIER

DISSIMILAR BECAUSE ‘
MISTAKE AND ATTEMPT g -
CHELOCK HOLMES. ol OVERBEAR THE JOHN H. 5
READER’S SKEPTICISM WATSON, M.D. - .

IS UNLIKE ANY I HAVE

EVER RECORDED... BY STATING THAT WHAT

FOLLOWS IS THE
TRUTH.

AYLESWORTH HOME.
HAMPSHIRE,
1939.
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FOR CALLING 60 ALN 4 DOUBT YOU FIND THIS
1, LATE. IS MES. N ALL VERY BIZARRE.
WATSON IN?






