Chapter 1

when Yagqub arrived from Lebanon,
his father werd fo Rio d¢ Jangire
o fedch him.
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What +raubled Halim the i+ happened a vear before +he
Second World War, afHer +he fwing'

thirteemth birthday

Halim wanted to send the 4wo of them 4o Lebanon.
Zana resisied, and managed to persuade her husband For véars Omar was tréated
to send Yagub an his own.

O the +rip back +o Manaus, Halim couldn't stop thinking
about his sons' réunion, and wondering hew they weuld
get along after so much 4ime apart
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Z3na had been waiting at the airpert since [
arly in the evéning. When she saw +he
silver Jwin-gngine approaching, she bribed
an emploves and burst indo #he cabin,
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MY PARLING!

My eves!

MY LIFE!

But she wouldn'd stop caréssing him,
radiant, as if che had reclaimed pard










HAYE THEY
RIFFER youRr

Yagub couldn'+ 4ake his éves off this
sceént from his childhood, something
+hat had been prematuraly and

abrupdly intérrupted.
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For Yaqub, i+ was e his childhood

had come o an end a4 +he age of

I thirieen, at that [ast Carnival ball
74 the Bentmous’ mansion.
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poing 4o stay +oo and play info +he early
‘ hours of Ash Wednesdsy
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He waited 4ill his sistér was asléep, and
then raced back 4o +he Bentmeous' heuse,

That weuld be Uvig's firsd night &+ he grownups' party and
Yaqub warrted 4o stay fo dance and hold hér, feel almost an

I+ was a
sleepless nipht.




