THE BEGINNING OF AN END

Archie Andrews died as he lived—helping his friends, and showing the
bravery and heart that we all hope is inside each of us.

The climactic finale of LIFE WITH ARCHIE, which you are about to read,
is an ending—but not the end for the character who'’s brought joy to
millions around the world for almost 75 years. But it does signal the final
chapter of one of the company’s most critically-acclaimed series in LIFE
WITH ARCHIE. Archie’s heroic sacrifice in the face of a danger that many
have faced in reality reiterates his role as a true everyman at any age.
Archie is one of us—and one of the best, giving us all something to strive
for.

While the ending is far from a happy affair, it does allow us—and in
Riverdale, his own friends—the chance to celebrate the character and
friend that we've come to know for all our lives. From the funny to the
poignant, the issue not only presents Archie as a hero, but also shows us
how the many important people that have filled his life see him: a friend,
husband, teammate and colleague. Sometimes it's through absence

that we truly realize how important something or someone is, as the last
chapter of this story shows.

This ending also provides a rare opportunity in terms of characters with
this kind of pop culture longevity—a chance to look back, to the beginning.
Here, we meet Archie co-founder John L. Goldwater, who wanted to tell

a story about an everyman teenager caught up in an ongoing, teenage
love triangle. With those notes and more, he tasked young cartoonist

Bob Montana with bringing his vision to life. Thus, Archie was born and
comics—and entertainment—would never be the same.
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A LOOK BEHIND THE SCENES

Putting together the Death of Archie was no small task. It is thanks
to the tireless work of our talented writer, artists and staff that we

are able to present to you these two historic final issues of LIFE
WITH ARCHIE. We hope that you've found them to be impactful and
memorable. Here at Archie Comics, we always strive for excellence
in each issue that we publish but, especially for a finale so under

the microscope, we really wanted to go above and beyond in our
presentation of this momentous event. In order to make this possible,
there had to be many drafts and revisions of each page.

Fortunately, our intrepid artists were up to the task, and worked
painstakingly on each page and panel, making every art revision
asked of them until the perfect, finalized versions were reached.
These next few pages will give you a detailed,
insider’s look at the art process behind the final
issues of LIFE WITH ARCHIE and what
important changes were made on some of the
most significant pages of the two final issues.

Keep in mind that some of these images may
have still gone under more revisions as they
went on to the ink and color stages, but this
is a close look at some of the motives

behind the revisions for the initial penciled
images.

We hope you enjoy this look behind the
scenes of the Death of Archie.



In this first draft, a shadowy hand
with a gun pointed directly at a
fear-stricken Archie is visible.

A shocking image, yes, but it
was still not quite as clear as it
needed to be for such a hugely
significant moment. In order to
truly make this panel stand out,
a few revisions were needed—

especially revisions to the
shooters hand and the gun.

This action shot needed to
be as clear and accurate
as possible for maximum

impact.

In this revised penciled image,
we can now very distinctly
view the gun—including a
well-defined action shot of

the gun recoil, with the slide
kicking back for optimal
accuracy.

We can also see a more
distinct version of the
shooter's arm, hands and
fingers, with his index
finger pulling the trigger
as it blasts toward Archie.

A striking image from
the get-go, this panel
has now been made
even more realistic.







“Having Alex Ross do a cover for
Archie was like a dream come
frue. His painted art is not only
award-winning, but his images
are so memorable it was a no-
brainer that we wanted him to be
a part of this historic finale. The
final product is one that is sure
fo withstand the tests of time
along with his many memorable
covers.”

- Mike Pellerito

(President, Archie Comics)

‘As a 1an, it was important to me
fo balance the solemnity of the
occasion with some of the hiumor
and life that Archie Comics are
known for. While the resting
crown hat on the fombstone /s
a signal to move on and grow
up, | thought Jughead would
also try fo celebrate his best
friend's memory the only way he
knows how: with a burger and
malt shake. /ts a quiel, private
moment between friends. Four
one out for Archie Andrews/”

- CHiff Chiang




