


"FLAT™ AND WAS THE STAGE

NAME OF A PRO WRESTLER

BORN AR/STOCLES ON THE
ISLAND OF AEGINA IN 428 B.C.!

APPARENTLY HE
ADCPTED THIS NOM DE
GUERRE BECAUSE OF
HIS EXCEPTIONALLY
BROAD SHOULPERS .*

THOUGH TWO-TIME CHAMP OF THE
ISTHMIAN GAMES, PLATO NEVER
QUALIFIED FOR THE OLYMPICS,
NECESSITATING A CAREER SWITCH.




WHILE DABBLING IN POETRY
AND POLITICS IN ATHENS,
MR. BROAD FELL IN WITH THE
WANDERING SAGE SOCRATES
AND HIS YOUTHFUL STUDENTS.
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SOCRATES
GOT INTO THE \4
PHILOSOPHY

I
RACKET WHEN

FAMED
"PSYCHIC
FRIENDG" THE
ORACLE AT
Pﬁtﬁxl, TOLD

NO MAN IS
AS WISE AS
SOCRATES!




HE WENT ABOUT PROVING THIS BY SHOOTING
DOWN ATHENIAN CONVENTIONAL WISDOM IN
BACK-AND-FORTH "PIALECTIC" CRITIQUES:

SO IF
RELIGION 1S
B.5., THEN YOU
TELL ME—~WHAT
/6 TRUTH?

BECALSE I
KNOW THAT 1
DO NOT
KNOW.

BY ZEUS,
YOU'RE A

PAIN IN
THE ASS.

SOCRATES ENCOURAGED HIS
STUPENTS TO GET IN THE ACT, AND
YOU KNOW HOW MUCH YOUNG PEOCPLE
HATE SHOWING UP THEIR ELDERS...

IF YOU BOYS

ARE ZEUS'S

ACTIONS ARBITRARY,

OR IS HE GUIDED BY
TRUTH TOO?

WELL, IN 7THAT

...FOR A
W/SE MAN
WOULD NOT
NEED ZEUS!







PLATO WOULD CALL
SOCRATES'S DEATH THE
TURN/NG POINT CF HIS LIFE.

BUT ATHENS WAS NO LONGER A SAFE PLACE FOR
SOCRATIC STUDENTS! HE WANDERED THE MEDITERRANEAN
WORLD IN EXILE FOR OVER A DECADE...
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...FINALLY ENDING UP ‘. - e
IN S/C/LY, WHERE HE
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PYTHAGORAS--HE OF TRIANGLE THEOREM FAME--FOUNDED A BIZARRE
R CULT OF MATH HIPPIES IN THE 6TH CENTURY B.C. WHO BELIEVED THEY
COULD COMPREHEND THE NATURE OF THE COSMOS THROUGH MUMBERS.

TO PURIFY THEIR MINDS FOR
MYSTIC CALCULATIONS, THE
PYTHAGOREANS TOOK A VOW

...AND SWORE OFF
OF SECRECY, COULD ONLY SEXUAL INTERCOURSE.
WEAR WHITE...

THAT LAST ONE
=HEH! = SHOULDN'T
BE MUCH OF A
CHALLENGE!




SOME OF THE ...LIKE A

CULT'S OTHER PROHIBITION

TENETS WERE AGAINST
RATHER, ER, TOUCKHING
UNIQUE. .. » BEANS.

"ALL 1S NUMBER" ...A PERFECT AND HARMONIOUS

WAS THEIR WATCHWORD...
...MEANING OUR MESSY,

ALL CHAIRS,

------- ;  THOUGH OUR
: . REAL® CHAIRS

{  ARE FLAWED AND
! TEMPORARY...




... THE IPEA OR FORM
OF A CHAIR |S ETERNAL
AND UNCHANGING!

PLATO ILLUSTRATED THE
RELATIONSHIP OF FORMS
TO QUR WORLD THUSLY:

"IMAGINE THE
CONDITION OF MEN
AS LIVING IN A SORT

CAVERN.

\ OF UNDERGROUND

"HIGHER UF, AND SOME

DISTANCE BEHIND THEM,

1S THE LIGHT OF A
BURNING FIRE.

"BETWEEN THE FIRE AND
THE MEN IS A PARAPET.
BEMHIND THE PARAPET
IMAGINE THERE ARE MEN
CARRYING ALL KINDS OF
OBJIECTS==INCLUPING
FIGURES OF MEN AND
ANIMALS--WHICH PROJECT
ABOVE THE PARAPET.

“IN ALL WAY'S, MEN WOULD
CONS/PER REALITY TO BE
NOTHING ELSE THAN THE
SHAPOWS OF THOSE

ARTIFICIAL OBJIECTS!”




...AND UNCOVER THE FORMS
THAT PROJECTEDP THEM!

I T TH
PHILOSOPHER WAS TO LOOK
BEYOND THESE SHADOWS OF
OUR PERCEIVED REALITY...

IN FACT, PREFERRING
MTSngA{. WASTng/El AN
OBSESSION OF PLATO'S... RELTA"g.‘*-"”'p
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ALAS, PLATONISM DID NOT SERVE TS CREATOR
WELL WHEN HE BECAME COURT PHILOSOPHER MUST You
TO PIONYSIUS, KING OF SYRACUSE.

HUMILIATE PLATO ...

FATER NG




HIS BENEFACTOR

ALSO GAVE HIM PLATO
ENOUGH DOUGH To [ AF R, o
SET UP A SCHOOL HERO HECAPEMUS!

JUST CUTSIDE

...BY SELLING HIM INTO PLATO DO
SLAVERY TO HIS HOMETOWN ANYTHING,
OF APOMA ... JUST DON'T
WANT TO GET
; REAL JOB!!
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1 Phulosophet,
USE0:
—— ...WHERE, FORTLITOUSLY, A
l “ BUDDY BOUGHT HIS FREEDOM. |/
AT THE ACADEMY,
PLATO DIVESTED
PYTHAGORISM OF ITS
MONDO-BIZARRO
RITUALS.

THECRY OF FORMS AS AN
1 OPERATING VALUE SYSTEM,

...AND GAVE THE SOCRATICS'
KNEEJERK CRIIGUING THE |

LIKE ANY GOOD PROFESSOR, PLATO
PUBLISHED WIDELY AS WELL.

THEREBY CREATING ... |...COL££6£/

FLATO'S WORKS TAKE THE
FORM OF PIALOGUES, OR
DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN TEACHER
AND STUDENT. INVARIABLY THE
TEACHER IS SOCRATES HIMSELF,
RESURRECTED BY PLATO TO
MOUTH HIS OWN THEORIES--AND
GIVE THEM ADDED LEG/TIMACY!
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IN THE APOLOGY PLATO TRANSFORMS TRANSIENT CRACKFOT
SOCRATES INTO HISTORY'S FIRST LIBERAL MARTYR!

R
AND ETHICS--TWO SUBJECTS
DEPENDENT ON ABSOLUTES!

BUT IN HIS DIALOGUE THE REFPLBLIC, PLATO
HIMSELF TRIED USING THE SAME ABSOLUTES
TO PROPOSE THE PERFECT SOC/ETY.

SCHOOLING DETERMINED A CITIZEN'S PLACE IN
SOCIETY. ALL THOSE WHO FLUNKED GYM BECAME
FARMERS TO GROW FOOD FOR THE

GOOD OF ALL.

N HERE CHILDREN WOULD BE TAKEN FROM THEIR
MOTHERS AT B/RTH AND RAISED IN STATE
ORPHANAGES, 50 THEY WOULD THINK OF THE

Y A Y
BUT IF YOU EXCELLED AT GYM AND
"ELUNKED MATH YO METY, YOU WERE ONE OF THE ELITE,
ENTER THE MV/L/TARY. WE AND YOU WOULD GET TO STUDY~-
THERE'S 3,000 | OHUTNUMBER
OF THEM--AND THEM!!

ONE--PLUS ONE
! GET 'EM,
PLUS ONE OF US Boysits




~-PHILOSOPHY!

(SURPRISED?)

1

THESE PHILOSOPHER-RULERS

WOULD SLEEP TOGETHER,
WORK TOGETHER, AND SHARE
ALL POSSESSIONS...

...AND THIS WOULD
KEEP THEM FREE OF
CORRUPTION.

CORRUPTION,
THAT 160

e
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ONE WOULD BE ALL MUSIC AND LITERATURE THAT DID IN 267 B.C. PLATO WAS
CHOSEN TO BE THE NOT PRAISE THE STATE WOULD BE OFFERED AN OPPORTUNITY TO
PHILOSOPHER~ BANNED--ALL INDIVIDUALISM WOULD BE REALIZE WIS DEMENTED BRAND
K/ING WHO WOULD UTTERLY ERAPICATED. OF HOMOEROTIC FASCISM...
RULE OVER ALL.
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PLATO WOULD HAVE FORCED
HUMAN SOC/ETY TO ADHERE

TO THE /IMPOSS/BLE,

THE CHRISTIAN EMPEROR JUSTINIAN

SHUT DOWN THE ACADEMY IN A.D.
529, BECAUSE IT WAS TOO

ATHEISTIC FOR HIM.
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AS PLANNED.
PLATO WISELY
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THIS EVENT IS
USUALLY USED
TO DEMARCATE
THE START OF
THE PARK
AGES.
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NEVERTHELESS, THE FUNDAMENTALS
OF ACADEMIC LIFE HAVE CHANGED LITTLE
SINCE PLATO INVENTED THEM...

...50 IF YOU EVER

THOUGHT YOUR
PROFESSORS
WERE A LITTLE
DICTATOR/AL...
OR JUST PLAIN
OUT TO LUNCH...

... THE SUBLIMINAL
REINSCRIBEMENT OF
PHALLOCENTRIC SPECIESIST
HEGEMONY IN 19805 VIDEO
GAMES |5 MOST APPARENT IN
THE PSYCHOSEXUAL TROPES
OF "BURGERTIME"...

... WELL, NOW
YOU KNOW
WHERE THEY
WERE LUNCHING.




