JAZAKI
HAS VOWED
TO PROTELT THIS
MAN YOU HAVE
BEEN PAIP TO KILL.
NO ONE MUST KNOW
JAZAKI HAS
BROKEN HIS
WORP.

PLEASE..
1 HAVE 50N5.
SHOULD I BE
KILLED-- £

"Apocalypse Then"
EAST AFRICA
ONE YEAR BEFORE

THEREFOKRE,
WHOMEVER ESCORTS
THE PEATHSTROKE
MUST NOT RETURN
ALIVE,

--JAZAK| WILL KILL
THEM TO PREVENT THEIR
SEEKING VENGEANCE
WHEN THEY BECOME

> MEN.

HATEVER

P w
YOU'VE 6OT IN YOUR POCKETS.,

GIVE IT TO ME.

THIS 16 A
CONTRACT. [

HAVE
HIREDP ME
TO PROTECT
YOUR

FAMILIES
FROM JA
ZAKI.




PRAWN
ONLY TO BE
UsED.

== KE=FATHERY
ISESD A GHIGER!
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WHICH MAKES IT

A FAIRLY S7TUPIP WEAPON

FOR A “HERO" TO CARRY

— - AROUND, =

= 1 HONESTLY
/ PON'T GET THOSE

PEOPLE, WAVING THESE
THINGS LIKE PARTY

ﬂh

‘:-....-l‘

FAVORS--
e
| s70ME5 1O 7
\ ACTUALLY USE ! {
kS THEM.

N

"Crossed Swords"

DEFIANCE HQ
TODAY

q h g
THE 9WO?VY RIGHUTEOUSNESS, LOYALTY. KIP 1 6HOULD

|6 LIFE OR  COURAGE. CLOMPASSION. FLASH, WITH KILL YOU FOR
DEATH: THE | RESPECT, INTEGRITY, YOUR SPEED.. YOUR OWN
EMBOPIMENT po HONOR... AND 7HI5, THE 6007
‘ POWER OF '
PEATH...

..YOU
ARE, IN

MANY WAYS,

THE MOST

PANGEROUS

) MAN ON THE
. PLANET,




~/ VAPANESE X OUR NEW
' SWORDS... WEAPON 15 TRUER TO
CARRIED BY A YOUR HERITAGE--
IMONG e =

A

usT TWO SWORDS,
ROSE" NOW, SLAPE, PRESUMABLY
OR “THE" ROSE, IF '

_ YOU MUST.

4 AND
WHAT, EXACLTLY,
& THE POINT OF
THIS.?

WHICH
TELEGRAPHS
YOUR
WEAKNESS

TO YOUR
P\ ENEMIES,

— _ —
\\ @
OU'VE N (S
BEEN RIPING -rus
\ FENCE £INCE YoU
MET ME. “HERO"
¥~ OR “VILLAIN."
B\ GUARDIAN OR
\ KILLER.

PAST TIME
YOU CHOSE

- --‘1'D TAKE
YOU MORE SERIOVSLY
IF I THOUGHT YOU
ACTVALLY BELIEVEPZ IN PIFFICULT
SOMETHING."* WHEN EVERYTHING
1 BELIEVE IN TURNS
Y/ OUT TO BE TAINTED
BY Yo,

— | xissuE #5 —ALEX |

~~ |~




1
ONCE CHOSE ) T S FEN
rou._ GQ ; <~ 1 TRAVELED
' = TO VIETNAM--TO MY -
MOTHER'S VILLAGE I
IN THE HILL CHANGED
COUNTRYX , ME.

T0 PLEASE
NAME OF A BROTHES 17 )
XGRANT WILSON,
NEVER METX THE ORIGINAL
RAVAGER. —-ALEX

I'M TRYING = ()]
TO BELIEVE THIS N \ WHEN YOUR FATHER
“6LAPE THE HERO” A S HAS LIEP TO YOU
NOISE YOU'RE . ‘ ABOUT VIRTUALLY
SELLING-- N EVERYTHING.

--AND THIS
“PROJELT PEFIANCE” = '.
RUN BY YOUR EX-WIFE * THEN TRIED
WHO ONCE HIREP A TO HAVE ME
6VY TO PRETEND TO KILLEDX*
BE MY Bor-
FRIEND--

FOUND ‘
IT--BENT, RUSTED, IN Y
A MINNEAVOVLI"’ PAWN

MY NAME
& INSCRIBEDZ ON IT,
COINCIPENCE--7

X|66UES #3 AND
#8. --ALEX

—
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