VALIANT
FIRST /3,




WHAT'S THE
POWNSIDET

RECLUSIVE
BILLICMNAIRE? WANTS TO
HIRE A PARANOEAAL
INVESTIGATOR... 7

-
e
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HE CoULD I DONT WANT
BE LOONY AS A TO TAKE ON A BlIG TOB
LUCK FART, BUT Youf RIGHT NOowW. THAT
CAN HANDLE THAT MONEY SOUNDS LIKE
A Bl TOE.

LI ATTA GIRL!
LISTEN WITH THE il T'LL GET IT SET UE
EARS THAT LOVE THIS e - = YOU WOMN'T REGRET IT, j&
HOUSE, AND IT SOUNDS - I SWEAR. :
LIKE PAYING YOUR BACK ; —ay -
PROPERTY TAXES, ;
LIKE THIS THING

JUST TALK & 7 FMANRS, TODAY, THOUGH?
TO THE GUY-- e V) [N T'AM WALKING AND
. 7 L FIRING YOU.




NO WAY A T
GOINE THROUSGH
THAT HELL AGAIMN.Y

L —

-

W\ & &8z
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MORNING! HOPE il

YOoU DIDNT HIT Too Y

MUCH TRAFFIC. Ll

P I LINTON MARCH., W
ALMOST EVERYONE

BEEN THAT WAY
FOR YEARS.,

—F""“:-::

THANK YOU.
T Was BLILT BY |
MY LATE WIFE'S
SRANDEATHER IN
THE TWENTIES.

IS THAT WHY
YOU WANTED TO SEE ME?
SOMETHING TO DO WITH
YOUR WIFE?

GO YOU PREFER
' DOCTOR FONG OR
= A DOCTOR MIRAGET

! MIRASE

ff IS FINE-- T SPEND MOST
- NO NEED EOR
I. TTLES OF MY TIME IN THE

GUESTHOUSE OUT
BALK, IT'S THIS
Wak..




NO, T'VE GOT
MO REASDON TO
BELIEVE SHE RESTS
IN ANYTHING BUT
PEACE.

IT'S--WELL...
Have you
EVER HEARD OF
OPERATION
SOCKEYET

-_'?S‘%"ﬂh:-ar_ _'
=t I KNEW
T AN ANCIENT

LANGUAGES
SPECIALIST a—
ONCE...

Y...SHE'D SPENT SOME YEARS- SOMEONE W L
(' WAY BACK-TRANSLATING | | HIRED HER-- [ R S
fl FOR A COVERNMENT PROJECT. | | | NEEDED TO  BRRS PN
SOCKEYE SOUNDS RIGHT. 8 JPENTIEY AN : R BUT SHE SEEMED
W 7. THaT wouLDN-T P o B e JLIKE A NICE SAL,
W [ BE CANDACE OVERFELD, ' \ ——
WOULD IT? WHATEVER ENORAVINGS AND I e was,

COMBUSTED.

. P, m
.J

TRUSTED HER
 CLIENTS.
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R e e

ke s

I VERY
SORRY TO

PR\ LEAR TUAT _ﬂf

%.__ o

| v -
[
S
AR \
PRk

BUT T'AA NOT MUCH i ,.3‘ N
FOR NICE AND N 1| Bl
TRUSTIMNG.

Y WERE Yol
| THE CLIENT--
: WITH THE

| m“‘l’m =

-'#

|y vz =




+BUT I DID HELP
CATCH HIA,

LT MRl SOMETHING Y
‘mL A _TO DRINK?

-
- ; ""\G-. . ' -
" S !

NOTHING FOrR ME, THANKS. TN T - . —
YOU WANTED T TALK ABOCUT 7 A\ - RIGHT IT

SOCKEYE? o LA STARTED PARALLEL
'- TO PAPERCLIP-AS THE
WaE CLOSED OUT--BUT
IWNSTEAD OF ROCKETS

.. T WAS THE AND FROM
PARANOCERMAL. MASGIC, THERE-SHORT
OUT-OF-BODY TRAVEL, HOP TO SRABBING

TELEPATHY, YOoU ANYTHING THAT

MNAME [T, MIGHT BE USEFUL B
FROM AAY- ’

THE NITHAL WHERE?

TASK. WAS TO...
WELL...RECRLIIT NAZI
CCoULTISTS BEFORE
THE SOVIETS CoULD

GET "'EA




THINKING WAS,
SOMECNE'S
GOING TO MAKE
A DEAL WITH
THE DEVIL...

... WE COULDN'T
HAVE IT BE THE
cOMMIES,
RIGHT?

o
v e B
g |

et g

THIS FLOOR
WAS RECOVERED
FROM A BLACK LODGE IN
THE CSERHATS. ABOUT
TWELVE HUNDRED
YEARS OLD.

INSTALLED

IT HERE MYSELFE
EVERY STOME BY _ T THIMNK
HAND. WHAT Do /T YOU'RE STALLING
AR ABOUT WHY YOU
NEED ME.
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IT'S...
DIFFICULT.
B T AM PAYING
\ FOR THE TIME,
\  THOUGH.

T'D COME
Y FROM ARMY INTEL.
MY SROLIP'S AMISSION
BRIEF WAS FAIRLY
SIMPLE...

¥ LFIND %% A
AND SEE IF WE COULD
FIGURE OUT HOW A}
IT WORKED.

J {

= 1 SHOULDON'T BE %
SHOCKED BY THE KIND

\ OF (RRESPONSIBILITY LSS
b YOU'RE DESCRIBING... S

B AT LEAST WHEN THEY Y

| WANTED ASTRONAUTS I 0

R THEY STARTED WITH 9"
e PILOTS. S
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YOU'RE EXACTLY
RIGHT. T KNOW. AT
BEST WE WERE KIDS WITH
STICKS TRYING TO FIX
SWISS WATCHES,

EVERYTHING 1I'VE
DONE SINCE RETIRING
FROM THE SERVICE,
ALL OF THIS...

LTS ALL BEEN ABOUT TRYING TO
UNDO THE CAMAGE. BUT THERE'S
ONE THING, MORE PERSOMNAL...”
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£ W RS Tl
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LOT OF
MIXEDR-RACE
BERKELEY KIDS
UP THERE M
LADST

POORLY
CHOSEN WORDS.
SORRY. POINT 15,
WE WERE IN BAD

SHAPE, UNSETTLED,
WHEN WE FOUND
THE EXTRACTION

HANDLE IT BY MYSELE
I NEED HELE I NEED

LAND T CANT

YOUR HELR

T
STARTED I
THE BACKWOODS
NORTH OF
CAMBODIA.

—

"WE WERE PRETTY RATTLED. ALL THE
WILD THINGS WE'D ALREADPY SEEN
HADR NOTHING ON YOUR PEOPLE.

TWO OF
HIMMLER'S SUIYS,
WE WERE TOLD THEY
HAD FOLUIND THE
TRICK TO REMOTE

: VIEWING.




WE WERE
SUPPOSED TO MOVE
FAST NAZ| HUNTERS

AND THE SOVIETS
WERE LOOKING FOR
THEM TOO.

S0 WE WENT N,
BARELY ANY ERECON,
ANO RESEARCH.

Eﬁ. POOL GF MY OWN SPIRIT THING.
COME FOR WERE GONE. TALENT POR TH
MY TEAM WERE SHOCKY, s TR
INCOHERENT. ; N e '
o T NEED
YOU TO EIND
_ 18\ _ A WAY TO
AND T HAD ' VAT | B REMOVE IT.
THIS. CAN You | W O
f| seE IT7 MOST “
PECPLE CAN'T

Liiv
I SEE A
CHAIN ARCUND B
YOUR WRIST.

HE™,

YOU KNOW WHAT?
STOP RIGHT THERE.
YOU KEEP YOUR MOMEY.
I'd DONE.,




IVE DONE
MY RESEARCH.
T KMOW YOU'RE
THE BEST--

anp I know
WHAT A THEZANTAL
BINDING LOOKS LIKE.
THAT'S QLTSIDE
STUFF.

NO. YOU
HAVE TO HEAR
ME OUT.

SORRY,

THIS IS A
CANDALE OVERFELD
SITUATION. T'"M NOT
THE ONE YOU WAaANT

FOR THIS. 1 STICK

TO THIS PLANE.
\ AND T WON'T--

ey
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HELL ARE Yo
PLAYING ATT

Y WHAT'S
== BEHIMD THE
B\ CURTAIN,

MARCHT &




MIRAGE ABIDES
WITH THE PALE
MISTRESS.

s ! g TR F]
Ty YOU sEE WH
I'd PEAL NG W ﬂ

YU UNPERST L &
. AT - @E{JNEE. )

s = P _-". ¥
WHY SHOUILD .f', .
y L TRLUST YOUF
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