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PREVIOUSLY...

THE PUNISHER MET VALERY STEPANOVICH WHEN THEY 

WERE BOTH PURSUING KONSTANTIN PRONCHENKO. 

CASTLE WAS AFTER PRONCHENKO’S GANG. STEPANOVICH’S 

MOTIVES WERE PERSONAL. WHEN HE WAS A YOUNG 

SOLDIER IN AFGHANISTAN, A COMMANDING OFFICER--

PRONCHENKO--SOLD OUT HIS MEN. VALERY’S COMPANY 

WAS AMBUSHED, HIS FRIENDS WERE SKINNED ALIVE, 

AND HE HAD TO WATCH THEM DIE. 

FRANK AND VALERY AGREED TO WORK TOGETHER, 

STARTING BY QUESTIONING PRONCHENKO’S 

WIFE, ZINAIDA SEBROVNA. WHILE HER 

HUSBAND’S MEN, INCLUDING HIS THREE 

SONS, TRACKED HER, SHE REVEALED 

PRONCHENKO’S PLANS TO BRIBE A 

U.S. SENATOR. IN THE END, ZINAIDA 

THREW HERSELF OFF A CLIFF 

INSTEAD OF GOING BACK. FRANK 

AND VALERY NEXT FOUND 

AND CAPTURED THE SONS, 

BUT GOT CORNERED BY 

A HELICOPTER. VALERY 

TOOK FATAL INJURIES 

SHOOTING IT OUT OF 

THE SKY.
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WHEN H IS  FAMILY  WAS  K I L LED  IN  A  HA I L  OF  MOBSTER  BULLETS , FRANK 

CASTLE  D IED, AND  OUT  OF  THE  ASHES  WAS  BORN THE  V IG I LANTE  KNOWN AS 

THE  PUN ISHER . WAG ING  A  RELENTLESS  WAR  AGA INST  ORGAN IZED  CR IME , THE 

PUN ISHER  HAS  PUSHED  COUNTLESS  HARD  MEN INTO  THE IR  GRAVES  AND  OTHERS 

TO  THE  BR INK .










