What Kira Sees

O the shelf where we kegt our
photo albums there was a book my
Mom colled The Family Book of
the Ded.

ﬂ?ﬂnhﬂ s dozen or so
pages were the faces
of those wed lost along
the Wiy



There was my grandfather s
older brother, Del, who was
run over by o ecor in 9271,

at age elevern.

And the twins, Wendy and
Gwem)', who would have been
miy fourth cousing twice
removed, They died in the
influerza pardemic of 1913

My great-great-granduncle,
Philo, had moved West in the

late 13005 and been killed by
bargtits on the road.

Once when my father was drunk, he
told me Phile hod actually been hung as
o horse thief, but he devied it liter.



My Grandea Jinwiy had
survived Reoren, bt his
helicogter wert down in
the early diys of the
Vietram War,

And of course, my dud, who

had died of pancreatic cancer
wher I was Sixteen. Mom

mad at me when 1 put his
picture in the book.

A Few years after that Mom s
brather, by wncle Jack, fell #rom
o tree ond froctured his collarbore.
The fracture Eat infected and
he died before the doctors even
krew he was in dinger.

She said I was "mi.:-.ﬁhj the

poirt and I said she dignt

wirt To be reminded of whit
she'd dore to him,
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