From the assignment
log of R Btone:

"Bo here I was, on
my way to Electra
City to do a story
an the living dead—
wordering just what
the hell I had been
thinking,




"T'd been writing for the Sunday

Jdler for months now--his idea of
an in-house rehab—and I suspected Look,
that he was ready to offer me my CHIEF. T
old job back” Q DGN'T DRINK
YOU KNOW, ANYMORE.

IVE NEVER BEEN
IN OME OF THESE
JOINTS BEFORE.
WHY DID—

[

L
FIGURED
11D BE BETTER
THAN THE ZIRCON.

BESIDES, I LIKE
THE COFFEE
HERE. 4

" BUT
YOU DON'T

DRINK ANY

LESS, EH?




O YEAH.
YOUR MISTER X.
THE INSOMMIAC-

LIKES
THE COFFEE
HERE TOO,
HUH?

"He claims to be the descendant

of the real-life Washington Irving
character. I don't know why that
lineage is a source of pride—but
it 1= A dyed-in-the-wool news-

paperman. Tough—but fair. Ethical
to a fault. And fiercely loyal.”

“Let me tell you
about my boss, cne

'Icky, to his wife,
and Chief' to these
of us who sling
ink for him

INSOMNALIN
ADDICT. HE CANT ¥
GO TO SLEEF--
HE WOULDNT
WAKE UP.




"However, he does have a slight case of
mrnmmtrophubia—a thing about clocks.
Won't look at them. Only uses an hour-

glass at the office. Always asking folks JOACK.
the time. Wears a toy Chronex for show.” TLGEJC%CEE%NK.

ANYWAY,
WHAT'S ON
YOUR MIND,

CHIEF?

TIME.
I WAS YOUR BEST
CRIME BUSTER.

YOU THINK T

WANT YOU BACK?

BUT I CANT JUST THERE'S
BRING YOU IN THE MINOS TOWER

AFFAIR. AND I'M
WORKING ON THE
MAYORAL RACE--
IN MY SPARE
TIME.

NOW,
WAIT A MINUT==

NO.
YOURE TOO
KISSY-KISSY WITH
HELMHOLTZ.

POLITICS ARE
TURNING READERS AWAY.
THEY'RE CONVINCED IT'S

JUST ONE BIG SNAKE PIT, AND
THEY'RE PERFECTLY HAPPY
TO HAVE AN UNINTERESTING

ADMINISTRATION LIKE
THE MG\JS' RUNNING

I DON'T KNOW,
CHIEF. ASIDE FROM
THE TOWER, THIN

ARE KINDA GUIET

IN THE CITY OF

EAMS--
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DRECK I'M ALREADY
CHURNING OUT FOR
THE IDLER!

KOT THIS
4 T TIME. otp”écp.u.

MOLE SAYS IT'S LEGIT.

—= DEAD BODIES DIGGING

THEIR WAY OUT OF THE

S FIELD,
AND--GET
THIS-- —~ROBBING
JEWELRY CHIEF. THE
STORES. TIHES HAS A

L KNOW.

STAY DRY.




the clouds
had parted

Prom the
casebook of
Menlo Park, FI:

other dn’;rr in
Electra City,
Things had
been slow, We
had just
¢losed 'The
Case of the
Questionable
Character
and yere
talkd
advantage
of the 1ull
in business
to catch up
oIl some
office work,"

WE'RE NOT
GOMNA MAKE THE
RENT THIS MONTH, YOU
KNOW. AND HERE I AM

SCISSORING NEWS
CLIPPINGS WHILE
Yo

YOU W-wW-WORRY
TOO MUCH. BESIDES,
MY DOG-G-G-5 ARE
*ZIF.BEEP KILLING ME.

WE SHOULD
BE POUNDING
THE PAVEMENT,
MENLO.



