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in the meantime, we’d arrived near Edo, hidden
the Speedrat and put on our costumes.

Ancient architecture
in old Japan, the
simplest buildings were
built out of inexpensive
materials like wood and
straw, as the country
was full of forests.
More important
buildings were built
out of more durable
materials, such
as stone.
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Yum! it seems
right that we
arrived in time
for dinner!

Ouch!

How many times have I
told you not to build a fire
close to the huts, Hayao? All
it takes is one spark and
everything’ll go up in
Grandpa!
What’d I do
wrong this
time?

Do fires
happen often
around here?

flames!

Oh, when Tokugawa
came things got better. He
barred construction of new
buildings with STRAW roofs,
which prevented the destruction
of entire districts in a single
blaze, even though…

Even
though…?

Recently, the fires
have resumed, but this time
they’re also happening in
buildings made of stone.
They say it’s…

Fools, and my nephew,
say that the ghost of the old
commander is behind these fires,
that he can’t find peace after the
defeat at Sekigahara.
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The Battle of
Sekigahara in 1600
confirmed the power
of General Tokugawa
ieyasu, who was named
“Shogun” (in other
words, Grand General)
of the Emperor Go-Yozei
in 1603, at the age of
60. Afterwards, he
established Edo (the
future Tokyo) as the
seat of the bakufu (the
government of the
shogunate), which in
very little time became
the biggest city
in Japan.

My name is Gero-nimura
Stil-Tao and this is my cousin
Traposhiro. We’re actors and
we’ve come to Edo to
look for work.

You’re not from
around here. Who
are you?

Actors that’s fantastic!
Welcome, friends! I’ll get
the fire ready for dinner.
Dinner proceeded calmly. We had a mission to carry out,
but we certainly couldn’t refuse such a warm welcome!

Until…

Since you’re here,
why don’t you perform
now? Something simple,
just to let us see how
good you are!

Yes, definitely! We
know the tastes of
the court very
well! We can tell
you if you’ll be
successful!

Wha…
[Cough]…
[cough]…

I’ll go right
now and get an
old samurai suit of
ARMOR, so you can
use it for the
performance!

Trapposhiro and
I really should have
a little rehearsal
first…
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Later…
I’m a scaredy
mouse, but what
alternative do
we have?

Uncle, are
you sure you
want to do
this?

Maybe they don’t
want Geronimo
to sing?

No!
No!
No!

Noh Theater
Noh drama was a type
of theater popular in
14th century Japan,
which retold stories
of heroic events
from Japanese
tradition through
song, acting, and
dance. The actors
were all men, even
in women’s roles,
and they wore
distinctive masks.

No!

No, dear,
they’re talking
about Noh theater.

Allow me to
perform a dance
before my brothers
begin their play…

A woman who
acts? What kind of

STRANGENESS
is this?

?

?!?
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?!

Only men
perform in Noh
theater!

!!!

Ah!

These ORANGES
will be better
in my belly, after
the play…

!!
!!

PLONK
PLONK
PLONK
PLONK
PLONK
PLONK
PLONK
PLONK

!!
!!

Look out,
Uncle!
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…on the
fly…

…with a
wooden

He speared
them…

SWORD!

?!

That’s why he
didn’t want to
perform… Gero-nimura Stil-Tao is a Ronin
who’s pretending
to be an actor!

Ohhhh!

They can
still be
eaten, right?

Wonderful,
Uncle!

Ronin
Ronin were samurai
who didn’t serve a
single lord, but
rather wandering
warriors available
to work for pay.

You were
incredible!
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