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MICKEY MOUSK:
A HOUND FORTROUBLE

( >>INTRODUCTION BY DAVID GERSTEIN W

WHAT KIND OF HERO is Mickey Mouse? While we
allknow Mickey asafamous cartoon star, many perceive
him today as a simple children’s entertainer: a good-
natured, parental kind of mouse who rarely gets into
stressful scrapes. Such a hero is just fine for preschool
fans. But Mickey Mouse was born a star for all ages. And
nobody knew that like Floyd Gottfredson (1905-1986),
longtime creator of Mickey’s daily comic strip!

Instead of a genial adult authority figure, the
comics Mickey is what Floyd called “a mouse against
the world”: a stubbornly optimistic, imperfect but de-
termined youth struggling to prove himself in thrill-
ing, chilling surroundings. And facing funny business
along the way—because an earnest, struggling under-
dog can get into awfully embarrassing scrapes!

Floyd’s Mickey Mouse is the legendary Mickey
who battled Pegleg Pete on fighter planes and escaped
from the Phantom Blot’s deathtraps. And tried to get
outof modeling dresses for Minnie... “doggone th’luck!”

Ironically, Gottfredson at first tried to get out of
working on Mickey Mouse comics! Walt Disney moved
Floyd onto them in May 1930, when early strip artist
Win Smith left the studio. Gottfredson—an animator
at the time—asked Walt to hurry and find someone
who could take the strip over from him.

But Floyd swiftly saw that comics were his forte.
“After two months,” he later remembered, “I began
to worry that [Walt] might actually find someone!”
Floyd eventually plotted the strip through 1943 and
drew it until 1975—an incredible accomplishment!

Apart from turning Mickey into a two-fisted
adventurer, Gottfredson created classic co-stars for
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Mickey’s world: ex-con Butch, future-man Eega Be-
eva, supergenius Dr. Einmug—and the Phantom Blot,
of course! Floyd’s new characters were backed up by
his great characterizations of Minnie, Goofy, Horace
Horsecollar, Clarabelle Cow...

...and Pluto! Infamous for stealing the show on-
screen, the gangly yellow dog was a far better comple-
ment to Mickey in the comics, where Floyd made
each character sympathetic in his own way. While the
cartoon Pluto acted like a curious child—and often,
inadvertently, cast Mickey as a bossy parent—Floyd
carefully switched back and forth between viewpoint
characters, making sure we felt for Mickey as well as
for his pooch.

In this issue’s “Pluto the Racer” (1935), mutt and
master face the ultimate test—when Pluto’s sport-
ing career pits our boys against crooked racetrack
gamblers! Striking out against social ills, Gottfredson
exposed cruelty to animals in Mickey’s world—in the
hopes that readers would fight it in ours. Floyd’s vil-
lainous dogpark con men, illegally using sedatives to
make the racers dog-tired, surely reflected real-life
bad guys, themselves.

Of course, that’s not to call our adventure all
morals and no fun. “Pluto the Racer” runs with the
comedy of a pro and the speed of a doggone gone dog.

(And hey, speaking of dogs, who’s the mischie-
vous “Dippy Dawg” helping Mickey with a prank? You
might know him better under the name he adopted
later—gawrsh! It’s Goofy!) e
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I SHOULD TH\NK\

SO! I NEVER

THOUGHT WE'D
GET BACK
ALIVE FROM |
UMBRELLASTAN

GOODNESS !
THAT'S
SOMETHING

DOG RACES
‘:”ﬁ ENTRIES

P

S

NOT THINKIN' OF ENTERIN’

Cq_o, MICKEY ! MOPE YOU'RE\ L.
THAT KNEE-ACTION

A SPANIEL! HES

A HOUND DOG
PRACTIC LY
PURE -BLOODED!

HAW ! HAW! HAW!
THIS 1S GONNA 8E
THE LAFE

CANT RUN, I O’ THE

WIiLL ENTER YEAR!

HIM ~=— AN’

HE L. SHOW

TO ENTER MY
RACING DOG
O\ 'N SATURDAY'S

RACING DOG ?
YOU MEAN THIS
ONE HERE

THIS RACE IS SUPPOSED
To BE ONLY FOR
“THOROUGHBREDS,
SONNY !

?

A

BuT

PLUTO'S

S0 NEARLY
“THOROUGHBRED!
JusST LOOK
AT Him!
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ALLOW HIM IN THE RACE! You SEE,

H-MM-M! ] REALLY SHOULDNYT

THESE OTHER DOGS ALL HAVE
PEDIGREES! »

7~ OH, BUT PLUTO

WOULDNT CATCH IT—

HE HAD EV'RYTHING

WHEN HE WA!

HE — WHAT 2 OH, WELL~—
IF THATS THE CASE I GUESS
WELL LET HIM RUN !

TTHANK
Y, sSR! vouin
SEE A SWELL

o~

.‘;*&L STEP ON 1T !
,f)\}\ Lin | bt
2
- N
-

I YOL'RE GOIN'TO EAN
WIN THAT RACE, V' GOTTA
TRAIN! € MON—

RN

~

THATS THE STUFE (FuoF)\(
- P-PLUTO! GET uP

My cosn! cauvFrs PuFF/
RAIN AN I'M T00-,PuFs
TIRED TO RUN

7 0oGeoNE T, PLuTo ! D4
WHO'S TRAININ' FOR
THIS RACE, YOU 7/ \1

GET OVER THE
HiLL YOu LET
MM Loose !
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WE FINALLY GOT PLUTO TRAINED 9
RIGHT! HE'LL POLLOW

TH\S RABBIT

ALL RIGHT ! YOU GET \ ANYWHERE

GEE! Fre
RUNS ON THE
RACE TRACK LIKE
HE'S GOIN' NOwW,
HES A CINCH

GOIN’ You BET I AaM! ™
To THE | ['™M JUST SPOILINT
RACE, FOR A GOOD
NN,

HORACE ?, LALGH !

N
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YOou MEAN THIS — THIS —
w:::AT— IS-1T 1S Gg:ue PREPOSTEROUS)
PO m RACE ?A WE WONT HAVE 7!
\_/\74

G

THERE'S HIS Y\
ENTRY
\ couPon! /. e
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4 THERE S s A )
NOTHING WE \ DISGRACE!
CAN DO ABOUT ) AnD ON Ou
T Nnow! g OPEN NGR
PAPERS ARE Ne,
] DAY, TOO!

Ty X
y |

FIRST TIME YOU WE JUS  THOUGHT
EVER RACED AINT WE D WISE YUH
T SON?

UP TO SUMPTHIN'!

AND THAT GUY
15 S'POSED
\ TO KNOW DOGS-
N\._FOOEY !
o R

N B
i i

YUH SEE - YuH | SURE THING!
THATS AWFUL | vl | BE PLENTY OHABO'Y.' HAR!
HAR!

FORGOT TO PUT
LIGHTS ON THIS IMPORTANT ! DARK WHEN HE
A
GETS TO THE -n—:::rs

PUPS HARNESS!

LIGHTS?
IN THE

21511 1:12PM
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! /c’MoN, PLuTo! WE GoTTA TS
= e | GET N T:g&‘ro?ARADE— \\’;.',}A‘W/QAWH@;
/./;/a}.;’ AN’ SEE IF Y'CAN LOOK < Q} HAW/- LA/ 774

i

A
DIGNIFIED FOR ONCE !

(R s
- H
==

GET IN THERE,
DARN Y PLUTO!

DON'T Y’ KNOW THE

I
‘QCESTARTS @ 3 g?
: 3 y

UH-HAW! HAW! | AINT HAD ¥
SO MUCH FUN SINCE UNCLE
JOB SWALLERED HIS

\ ~
BOY! THIS
s A RIOT!

STORE AND ITS
TEETH! LTI SUPPOSED

UUST LISTEN TO THAT N7 IT5 ALL SHOEBUCKLES
\ CROWD! THEY THINK FAULT! WHY THE
THIS IS A

BLAZES DID HE
i ~25 COMEDY!

~ SIGN THAT
{ @\
\ ““.
A\
f

/1 JusT DIDNT
HAVE THE HEART
TO REFUSE THE
KID — HE WAS SO
DARNED PROLD

WELL, W THAT
DOG MAKES ANY
MORE TROUBLE

YOU'RE OFF THE
COMMI‘I"TEE ng

!i‘ ENTRY BLANK ?
\S 1

L W
P )

!
D
Bt R
o3 N>}

)\ \\q“/'

LISTEN, PLUTO!' | |/ MOST BRILLIANT FIELD
WHEN YOU SEE | | oF cANINE RACERS THAT EVER
TOED THE MARK! wWiSH You
COULD SEE ‘EM, FOLKS—
THE RABBIT SHOOTS PAST—
HE'S TEN YARDS AWAY !

“TWENTY! “THIRTY! THERE
GOES THE
DOOR!
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PLUTO! F'gosH \=
T, SAKES! GET
14

| T ‘ff_\\{l
K T
SIGTE
,Q)C:b‘( /‘/“LL N
Ol

GOOD GRIEF ! THE WHOLE

CROWDS LAUGHING AT

THAT MUTT! THEY'RE (/ H
NOT WATCHING THE

PLUTO! crAase \T44/~
THAT RABBH"! HAW/

P SFIQCLQI';"\..' WAl A4

/NUMBER 8, OWNED BY MICKEY

MOUSE, SEEMS TO HAVE HAD
STARTER TROUBLE! HES JusT
NOW UNDER WAY, ONLY HALF
A LAP LATE IN A “TWO
LAP rAacell k

“WHATS EVRYBODY
SO DARNED EXCITED FOR?
NO SENSE N RUNNIN' WITHOUT
ANY REASON! I DIDNT ASK TQ
BE PUT IN A RACE, ANVWAY'!

1 ==
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iy ’
T A BLOODHOU
o MR T 'TRAIL.?D oH, MY GOSH! WHAT

£ V)
‘% e i A DUMB POOCH! WHY, OH

M 7 C Mo
y " hRiNG
1 LAKE P | BRING HiM
AA\féSH-HouND Yc;:JERTé g’g‘gszb
MAYBE HE THINKS i
TS FRIDAY! }x(\ TOBEINA A

9% 12, } THEYRE AL'L PP
= o
S és*roppme. il

....... e S S et s e

BRI

OWOOOOOO——\

GOSH! I'M Sunk!
I'T WAS BAD ENOUGH
THAT PLUTO WOULDNT]
RACE - NOW HES

T IRy, S

—/ sNiFeLY T O T e EL GONE AN RUINED
SNIFE! ;/ STHE WHOLE

~\ PROGRAM!
) A
g

T

THE FEATURE RACE !
RUINED! THATS WHAT
COMES OF LETTING A
MUTT &0 ouT OF
HIS CLASS!

YOU'RE TO BLAME

FOR THIS, SHOEBUCKLE

YOU HAD CHARGE OF

THE ENTRIES]
/

N «ow.' N/ PruTo
( PIPE THE
FE\ “BNIEFING )
MARATHON'

e - T

-
AN LTI
.
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WOTZA MAT'? Y
SHEEZA NO

PLuTo !
GCOME BAC)
HERE,Y BIG
/S DUMB-BELL!

" cHEER LR MickEY!
ALL HE NEEDS IS
TRAININ® AND YYOou CAN

ENTER HIM IN THE
QRTLE RACE NEXT

YOu DON*T MEAN
THATS “FLASH PLUTO,
THE SPEED KING ?
HAR! HAR! HAR.’

FTHATS HIMT THATS
THE F'AMOUS RACI!}G

=z,
=
5

L it

OH,GEE— THATS
TERRIBLE! WHAT A
MESS IVE BEEN

KNOW WHAT I JusT
HEARD ? POOR OLD
MR. SHOEBUCKLE LOST
HIS JOB ON THE
RACING COMMITTEE
ON ACCOUNT OF

&OSH DARN! I'M FEA
UP WITH ALL THESE,
WISE- CRACKERS ! SOMEPN'S
GOT TO BE DONE
AsouT 117!

FLETTER FOR You, MICKEY! Y /7

HOW'S YOUR RACER ?

I'M SURE SORRY 70 \/ vEs! He
HEAR MR. SHOEBUCKLE SEEMS TO
LOST HIS JOB BE SUCH A

ON THE RACING
commMiTTEE !

ﬁ GUESS I'LL GO

SEE HIM! T wAs
ALL MY FAULT FOR
TALKING HIM INTO

LETTING PLUTO

IS THERE
ANYBODY THAT
HASNT HEARD
ABOUT THAT

FCBD-2011.indd 9 @ 2/15/11 1:12 PM



\Y

K-——— YOu ARE HEREBY
NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE
BEEN BARRED FROM ANY
FURTHER RACING AT THE
POOCH PARK RACE TRACK"

JUST ONE THING
AFTER ANOTHER!
LIFE IS ONE LONG
PAIN IN THE NECK!

MR.

cCouD T
PLEASE, SEE

= HES
HOME ?

CEEY

7 CERTAINLY !

SHOEBUCKLE, /
COME RIGHT IN/

FCBD-2011.indd 10

SORRY ABOUT
YOLI LOSIN' YOUR,
JOB OVER PLUTO'S -
BAD RACE! IS THERE
ANYTHING I C'N
DO TO FIX

C
I'M AFRAID NOT, \
MICKEY!

aee! v'cor

HIS NAMES

A SWELL DOG, Y ZOWIE! AND
MR. SHOEBUCKLE ! [ W'D BETTER
WHAT'S HIS BE A SWELL
D06 OR——

WELL—WE'LL
END OUR DAYS L

IN THE (-
Poor-House !

THE THE 7
POOR-

rouse !

WHADDYA
MEAN 2

THAT MUCH OR

DOG, ISN'T [T
HE? A

1'VE_ENTERED ZOWIE IN
LOOO SWEEPSTAKES !
1 JusST HAVE 7o RAISE

FORECLOSE MY MORTGAGE |
PRETTY |MPORTANT

o

THEY

WELL,

 ceEE!
YOU'RE CERTNLY
IN A SPOT, '
MR SHOEBUCKLE'!
SUPPOSE ZOWIE THT:‘ST::E;?T
DOESN™T WIN -

S\_THE RACE ? \-ﬁ. i
b i b
8 ks

PR .
A -

BARRING ACCIDENTS, tHE
WiLL WIN' ['VE CLOCKED HIS
TRIALS AND THERE (SNT A _J
DOG AT THE TRACK J##R A

Y KNOW,
MR. SHOEBUCKLE,
EVER SINCE PLUTO
MESSED UP THAT
RACE, WE GET THE
HORSE LAUGH FROM
EV'RYBODY—AND—

10
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WELL—
\F, MAYBE,
You couLbD
TRAIN HIM
WITH YOUR
DOG GOOD
ENOUGH SO'S

PEOPLE
WOULDN'T
LAUGH!

WHY, SURE, MlCKEY?
I DONT THINK HED
EVER WIN A RACE,
S8uT HE COULD
LEARN TRACK MANNERS
AND RUN WELL ENOUGH
TO VINDICATE
HIMSELF! 4

SHAKE,
PARDNER!

GET Pu_u-ra
AND WE'LL GO
DOWN TO THEE
TRACK FOR A
WoRKouT !

ceEE! I ALMOST
FORGOT! THE RACING
COMMITTEE WONTLET
PLUTO AND ME ON
THE TRACK!

© 1935, by Wak Dusney Enterprises, Great Bruain rights reserved.

AND You

LOST YOuR
JOB ON THE
commitTeE !

BuT I'M ST'H_L.A
MEMBER AND THEY
CANT sTOP ME
FroM RACING !

THATS wnow weLL Do
7! PLUTO AND ME WiLL
BE WORKIN' FOR YOU
AS TRAINER AND
HANDLER !

0 O w&@7§NW*

OF ALL THE CONFOUNDED
N _NERVE!

THESE GROUNDS,
INSTANTLY!

THEY -ron.q ME YOD
WERE HERE ! L%’

FCBD-2011.indd 11

11

V~ adusr A MINUTE,
MR. BRINDLE! I'VE GOT Y BUT THIS HALF-WITTED
A RIGHT TO BE HERE

Yes! YOu Have!

KANGAROO HAS BEEN

BARRED FROM
COMPETITION,
PERMANENTLY!

2/15/11
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You BE
CAREFUL.
WHAT You
CALL MY

TRAINING!

/ aese! \N{
[/ vour zowie Y
SURE 1S

©1935,

ANYHOW, HES NOT
HERE TO COMPETE!
HES A RUNNING
MATE FOR ZOWIE'S

Walr Dis

WELL, 175\

ALL VERY

IRREGULAR!
1 DOUBT IF

I-RR

AT Disne=~

WELL, WE GOT AWAY WITH THAT!

NOW WE'RE ALL SET FOR A GOOD
WION! LETS co!

KANGAROO!
HALF-WITTED!
1’D LIKE YO SEE
HIM DO SoME oF
THE THINGS
PLUTO
c’N po!

I HOPE HE'S FAST ENOUGH TO TAKE
THE ¥ 1,000 SWEEPSTAKES! IT'S THE

ONLY WAY

Enter

CAN SAVE OUR

g)SH ! o

BE FIERCE
IF HE DIDNYT
WIN —-AN’ THEY
FORECLOSED
ON YOUR

MORTGAGE |

WE.

—~q
HE'S GOT To win,
MICKEY! THERE'S
NO OTHER WAY I
CAN RAISE THE

MONEY!

 HMMMT HELL HAVE TO
MAKE BETTER TIME
THAN “THAT! BUT HELL,
BE FASTER AGAINST
COMPETITION!

LOOK, MR. SHOEBLCKLE !
PLUTO CROSSED THE LINE,

TOO! HE WENT ALL THE
WAY ‘ROUND! YIPPEE!

COMPETITION!

SAY, SHOEBUCKLE | WHYN'T
YUH GIT A GOAT FER A

RUNNIN’ MATE —HE'D GIVE
YER DOG MORE

SPEEDIER,
T DONT
MEAN THAT
PLUTO IS
NOT FAST,
-Too!

HAR! HAR!\
YuH MEAN
FAST TO TH'
GROUND !

FCBD-2011.indd 12
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I'LL BET HE AINT
EVEN FAST COLOR/!

AW, HECK!
WHAT AM 1
WASTING TIME
ON You B?IRDS

THAT EXPLAINS !
HE CANT run/

l

2
[T T LT T T T 1] [
©1935, by Wl Disney Enterprises, Greac Biitaih righ od. 1- R4

[T T tevetes

T T irﬂ

=

N
SHOULD HAVE: “THOUGHT

| ZZ R

OF THIS BEFORE !

PLUTO : —1'M GETTIN' SIcK ©7
HAVIN' THAT THING GET AWAY

“THERE MUST BE
SOME WAY To
cAaTeH 1T!”

EV'RY TimMe!

1‘LL HEAD (T OFF!”

FCBD-2011.indd 13

[ JUST AS HE WAS
GOIN'GOOD, HE

WELL, IT WAS
A GOOD LESSON!
HE WONT DO
THAT AGAIN!

HE RUNS PRETTY WELL FOR
HIS BUILD! HE WONT BE A

ONLY GET TH=
COMMITTEE TO LET
BLIM 1IN A RACE !
—

"‘ >

THATLL BE
THE HARD
PART !

OF THE JUDGES Now!

HERE COMES ONE

I'LL TRY MY LLIC/K/!
/

13
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TS NOT FAIRDY
PLUTOS AN
EXPERT RACIN/
DOG NOW AND
HE OUGHTA BE
ALLOWED TO
REDEEM
HiMSELF!

NOT ANOTHER WORD
;___/ ON THE
) susuECT!

TS

~AND |F YOU EVER GET
“THAT DOG ENTERED IN

W’ WONT
NEED To!
HE C'N

SCRATCH
HIMSELF!

FCBD-2011.indd 14

YOu MUST COME WE BETTER
AGAIN TO DINNER, g WORK

OUT THE DOGS—
1] 4,
lCKEY. WE DONT TS O\NLYA FEW
DAYS TiL THE
BIG RACE!

YOUNG
FOLKS!

THANKS! 6EE
THE PIE WAS )=
M, GRAND!

éosa! I

WISH 1 COuLD
THINK OF A WAY
TO GET PLUTO
ENTERED IN
THAT RACE!

PRETTY TOUGH,

WITH THE WHOLE

‘\ COMMITTEE 'AGMNST
(f

You!

/OF COURSE, I WOULDNT
WANT HIM TO BEAT
YOUR DOG, WHEN You
NEED THE PRIZE
MONEY SO MucH !
BUT JUST TO SHOW
UP SOME O’ THE
SMART ALECS!

¢
-

Y BEFORE WE TAKE THE DOGS
ouT; GIVEIZOWIE A GOOD BIG
DRINK O WATER TO SLOW

o
R N

WATCHIN' HiM
JOO CLOSE!,

I WISH L
HAD TO GIVE

Qarr Disnev—

GOSH !

0y 1M TOO

7, -
I ’ M >
<\"~«—

T
© 1933, by Walr Disney Ercecprises, Greas Brintia rights reserved.

14

FPHATLL DO FOR TODAY— Y « ot d 4 - / A
L MAYBE PLUTD ND HE WAS
1 DON'T WANT HIM TO GO P RUNNIN’S PHEEW! TAKIN I'T
STALE' IS i 58 SECONDS EASy !

FLAT FOR
THE HALF!

WE'VE
GOT TO

2/15/11

112 PM



ﬁo JUSE
TRYIN'TO GET

TO SHOEBUCKLE-
HE CANT
BeE FIXED.'

WE BETTER
A SEE ‘)’HE
BIG BOSS”AND
SLIP HIM THE
LLOWDOWN, HELL
KNOW WHAT

I'M NOT FEELINVERY &O0D/
THINK ILL GO HOME AND

o, w! Y
JUST LEAVE
‘EM TO
Me !

LET You

4

H1, PALSY-WALSY! THAT
DOG O’ YOURS IS
LOOKIN' PRETTY
KEEN LATELY !

ENTER HiM IN
THE BI6 RACE,

BET YouD LIKE
TO BE ABLE -ro) /WE'-'—, LISTEN,

ok

COULD GET.
PLUTO ENTERED
IN THE BIG RACE,

©1933, by Walt Disney Enrerprises, Grear Britain fights reserved.

VoU SEE.PAL="WE RATE A-PLUS
;‘;:%DY:}, WITH THE “Ble BOSS” AN
¢

NOT ONLY THAT, BUT
THERE'D BE A 'NICE
PIECE O'CHANGE 'IN [na

FOR YOU, TOO!

WE COULD EVEN\
GET YOUR DOG IN

PAL! WE LIKE
“THE RACE-—-FOR

You, SEE, PAL ? -
AN WE CAN DO
A LOT TO HELP
~ou, SEE, PAL|

OH, YEAH?
AND WHATS
“THE CATCH IN
ALL THIS, P-~
MISTER ?

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO,
IS TO SEE THAT A CERTAIN
DOG WONT BE IN VERY
GOOD SHAPE ON RACE DAY!
SIMPLE-

73 ) -

sweLL!
BUT WHATS
THE REST
OF T ?

ﬂ—E—LL/ I DONT KNOW!\

SOUNDS A LITTLE RISKY
To ME! I SURE WOULD
LIKE TO HAVE PLUTO iN

THAT RACE, THOUGH !

FCBD-2011.indd 15

TLL THINK

WE'RE FOR
You, PaL!

o
< <
A %j %‘““g‘\

NO, SIRT BUT WE KNEW,
YOU WERE SQUARE.

AN HONEST Y il

I'T OVER AND rr’/s NOT AN’ WE ) N
EVRYBODY | courd fg Ny -
wED LETIN | TRUST '_/,/’J,}. 7
ON A DEAL A\ vou! ,',’,{é‘i“ &

1 £

LIKE 'rms!
S

e

—  DArDisnew

15
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= 7( SURE THING ! HED HAVE

THINK TURNED IT DOWN COLD,
HELL. PLAY IF HE DIDNT
BALL WITH /5 =D ke 1r! [T 77 //
us? _(f |l- R
\—7 = s IS MR.
P g% : SHOEBUCKLES
RHEUMATISM
ANY BETTER,

MA'AM ? ~

. .
vk, b
V. e
© 1933, bv Wak Disney Encerposes, Great Broun nigiks ceserved.

IS THAT HOW ARE “THINGS EVRYTHINGS SLICK

1've Gor MICKEY ? AT THE TRACK? DO | AS A WHISTLE,

sSoMe BRING HiIM YOu NEED ME sSIR! JusT LEAVE

AWFUL IN! DOWN THERE? // T TO ME AND v’
BAD WONT HAVE A
NEWS ! (7 sSHHR!-T DON“T WORRY INTHE

Im——-! AWANT HiM 0 WORRY

OVER ANYTHING!
HELL GO
OUT AND
CATCH HIS

w o teeTe % e
RSN
B OONRRI00008Y
RSSCSRRS
OO

OH, GOOD HEAVENS!|
\F WE LOSE "THAT
RACE, WE LOSE

EVERYTHING !

HERE'S A PIECE OF PIE | SAVED
FOR You, MICKEY !" THAT wWAS
I\ MIGHTY SWEET OF You, NOT
TO WORRY TIMOTHY

K('SEE,THEY
GOT A LOT O
DOUGH BET ON
SOME OTHER DOG
AN’ \F THEY CAN
FIX ZOWIE THEY
THINK THEY'RE
A ciNneH!

BUT 1 BETTER
TeELLYou'! weRe
IN A HECK OF
A PICKLE!

<
BUT— BUT, GOODNESS! | |\ \01 ponT v Ao
NO! DON'T ¥'SEE, MAAM?
DIDN'T You REFUSE To| | =7 11)RNED EM DOWN COLD,
HAVE ANYTHING “TO | | THEY'D FIND SOME OTHER

1' KNow DO WITH 1T ? WAY TO PULL THEIR DIRTY
\T! THATS . P_/ WORK! BUT THEYLL DEPEND
WHAT MAKES SN Sy ON ME As LONG AS I
T S0 % \__’CQ;. WEEP "EM
! GuessiN'!
BAD! N
- 7
[~

A

16

FCBD-2011.indd 16 @ 2/15M1 1:12PM



1 CAN BEAT
GAME, BUT

N\

T Don'r KNow How

LONGER 1 CAN
STALL "EM,
THE BETTER'

TS5 TerRIBLE! T )
DONT WANT TIMOTHY
TO KNOW ANYTHING
ABOUT 1T
WHILE HES
sick!

THEIR
THE

AHEM ! MADAM, T

1S MY, ER — - PAINFUL.
DUTY TO WARN YOU

THAT THE (AHEM!
MORTGAGE ON

o,

YeES, I know !
AND YOU'LL
GET T WHEN
TS DLE

AHEM! veERY wELL! BUT ?' MICKEY, I DONT KNOW
REMEMBER — MUCH AS 1T WHAT WE'LL DO IF ZOWIE
PAINS ME, [ 'EXPEC DOESNT WIN
EVERY PENNY! - PRIZE A
OTHERWISE— ! : THAT PRI
GOOD-DAY, ¥ .
MR. PINSCHER! SOMEHOW—--
- SOME WAY - -
: N HE JusT HAS
cosH'! 7 O win'!
THAT BIRD 9 !
HAS A LOTTA &Y
PAINS! & [ 0 s
NS 1P N
- ' %
. Py
)
y 00/ Q .. =

HELLO, MickeY!
HOW IS THE DOG-
RACING COMING

" NOT S0 GooD!
1L BE GLAD
TO BE OuT

© 1935, by Wt Drsaty Purerpnses, Grear Botain nights eeserved

vEH! ALL 1
HAETA DO 1S TO
BE A MEAN CROOK,
AN THEY LL. FIX
IT FOR ME! ThHe
SWINE /

ANY CHANCE

OF PLUTO
GETTING IN
THE BIG
RACE ?

FCBD-2011.indd 17

A CROOK ?
MY GOODNESS !

sure! F 1 o@
SHOEBUCKLES DOG,

SO HE CANT wiN,

PLUTO GETS ENTERED
AND THEY GIVE ME
SOME MONEY
BESIDES!

MORTGAGE MANS GOIN' TO
THROW 'EM OUT IF THEY
CANT PAY — AND UNLESS
ZOWIE WINS, “THEY CAN'T
AN— GOSH! worTa LiFE!

7
27 meRrey! AND\

I THOUGHT ALL
THIS TiME YOou
WERE HAVING

AND SHOEBUCKLE'S
SICK IN BED, AND THE

|
~ Oy
,(Q)AL‘FDSNEYA: 2.5
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Hi, PALT DID You

THINK OVER
OUR LITTLE
PROPOSITION ?

YEAH!

BUT I'M NOT

/sm' LOOK AT
THE JACK You'D
BE MAKIN;
YourseLF!

AND YOUR Doe\
ENTERED IN THE RACE~
JUST WHAT You've
BEEN AFTER!

HOW DO [
KNOW YO
GUYS'LL PLAY

SQUARE ?
\“' ' !

WEVE NEVER
WELCHED YET—
HAVE WE,

TAKE CARE

oF zowie!

ATTABOY !
THAT'S THE WAY

THING,

YOuRE DOIN
THE SMART

PaL!

MET MINNIE A WHILE
BACK! SHE WUZ TELLIN'
ME YA GOT TH’
BLUES, SO I
COME AROUND

GET ZOWIE

v sEg How ITis! &
1 HADN'T LET THE CROOKS
THINK I WAS WITH 'EM, THE
SWINED EIND SOME
OTHER WAY TO

FCBD-2011.indd 18

CAN PAY THEIR
MORTEAGE !

THE SHOEBUCKLE'S

18

rEAn— - BuT g QHOPE SHOEBUCKLE THINKS THANKs',\

70 FORGET ABOUT | WHEN THEM CROO ENUFFE O WA TO COME com?a‘:i:/im
PLUTO! Zowie SEE ZOWIE WIN, SOMETIME

HAS GOT To AINT YOU IN WHEN I'M
WIN THE RACE, SOS A SWELL FEELIN

2/15/11
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GOODNESS,
MICKEY' YOURE
TAKING THIS
DOG RACING
BUSINESS TOO
SERIOUSLY !

T IS seERiOUS! 1
LET THOSE GAMBLERS
THINK 1 WAS GOIN'TO
DOPE ZOWIE, AND IFF
HE WINS THE Y
RACE, THEY LL

BE MAD ENOUGH ]
TO DO S

ANYTHING!

€135 by Wah Disner Larcrprises. Great Bratan ngiits roscrsed

TO HAVE TO PAY
YOU AND THEY LL
SAVE THAT MONEY!

WHY SHOULD THEY
CARE? THEY EXPECT

DONT Y'SEE ?
THEY'VE BET
A FORTUNE
ON ANOTHER
DOG TO WIN !

BET SO MUCH— IT5

YOU HAVE THEM
ARRESTED FOR
BRIBERY

WELL, THEY SHOULDNT HAVE

WRONG! ANYWAY, WHY DONT

oOMIGOSH !
¥ CANT ARREST
PEOPLE WITHOUT
EvipeNcE !

WHY DO YOu NEED EVIDENCE 2

You KNOW THEYRE CROOKED

DONT You ? AND T STILL.
THINK YOU'RE TAKING

IT Too SERIOUSLY !

7 RACIN' UXTRA!

FER TH BIG
DAWG RACE!

UXTRA!

) (;ANDES
I

. A
ALL TH ENTRIES //

ARENT You GLAD?
I THINK TS
wonDeERFUL !

THE BiG N
GRAFTERS HAVE

DONE 17! THEYVE
FIXED 1T FOR ME |

K\ND IF ANYBODY

THINKS I'M GOIN'TO LET
PLUTO RACE, WHEN HE'S
ENTERED BY GRAFT AN’

\Px._ni_, THEY'RE CRAZY!

SN v.,;‘

WWHY,
Mickey!

AN’ WHAT'S MORE, IF THOSE
GAMBLERS EXPECT TO GET

WIN OR LOSE, M GOIN

AWAY WITH A CROOKED
RACE—THEYRE crAzy!

<O FIGHT!

FCBD-2011.indd 19

19

GOOD FOR
You!
THAT'S my
OLD MiCKEY!
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Ty
MicKEY: V‘y I'M BOUND FOR
“THE TRACK TO
“TELL THOSE
CROOKED ToUTS

WHERE “TO

HEAD IN!

4 MEBBE 1 BETTER COME
ALONG, SO'S WV THEY
GET “TOUGH !

OH. THEY
WONT DO
ANYTHING — -
IN CTHE
orPEN!

IVE WAITED
LONG ENOUGH!

“THOSE COOTS
ARE GONNA

KNOW RIGHT
WHERE I

(-

(Q)ALT:SNE:( T

1 Never DID
MEAN TO GO
“THROUGH WITH YOUR

CROOKED DEAL. AND
I WOULDN'T
TOUCH YOUR

FILTHY
MONEY!

(I

St

/AND {14

ANY'THING
HAPPENS TO
ZOWIE BEFORE

YOou SNAKESLL
GO TO THE
COOLER!

THE RACE TOMORROW,

DO YOU KNOW WHAT
HE'S TALKIN ABOUT,
PuG ?

1'VE BEEN
WONDERIN’
ALL ALONG !

v’ rknow DARN
WELL. WHAT

1 MeAN'
AN WHAT [

THINK OF v/
Yoo!
e

5 t95> by Wak Disiey Enterpiises Grem Briains i1ghts sosrved

YOu MUST COME |

SOMETIME!

cosH'
WAY

AND SEE US

THEY ACT AS IF IT DIDNT

1 DONT LIKE 'THE\
THEY TOOK THAT'

INTERFERE WITH
THEIR PLANS
AT ALL!

o),

Darr
al (\(DlSNEY’b
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HELLO! POLICE STATION? THIS \
1S MICKEY MOuUSE ! cAN YOou
HAVE A COUPLE O DETECTIVES
DOWN TO THE POOCH PARK
RACE TRACK
“TOMORROW ?

I CAN'T EXPLAIN NOW— BUT
I'M PRETTY SURE THEY LL
BE NEEDED! THANKS,
cAPTAIN! G BYE!

WELL, I GOT THIS FAR, ANYWAY,
MiCKEY! TELL ME —
HOW 1S ZOwWIiIE

LOOKING ?

BUT ALL
THE TIPS AN’

- < WHAT THEY
HELOOKS GREAT,| | c Ay THE

SIR! HES THREE| [\visE’ MONEY
TO FIVE IN THE| | |5 ON BLACK
BETTIN' Now | LIGHTNIN

BLACK LIGHTNING?
THAT DOG CANT BEAT
ZOWIE — |F EVERY-
THING'S ON THE
uP— AND-LP!

/ I DON"T LiKke
AT! I'T SOUNDS AS
THOUGH THEY WERE
GOING TO PuULL
SOMETHING

TH

E i
WATCH OVER ZOWIE| s NOTHIN(!

1'LL HAVE TO DEPEND
ENTIRELY ON YOU, MickeY!
DON™T KNOW WHAT I
COULD HAVE DONE
WITHOUT You!

WELL, DONT
WORRY, MR,
SHOEBUCKLE |
1I'M GOIN'TO AW, SHucKs |

RIGHT UP TO
THE RACE !

FCBD-2011.indd 21

Fone or
THE OTHER
OF IS HAS
GOTTA B8E
\Nl/TH HiM
EVRY MINUTE,
STk THE
RACE
sSTARTS/!

DONT SEE AS
NUTHIN CN HAPPEN
NOwW!

f!.’m GOIN'TO LUNCH!\
BE SURE AND STAY
L I GET BACK !

W\L!? HOSSES
WUNT DRAG
ME away !

21
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1S OVER! I GET THE
JITTERS IF ANYBODY
EVEN MENTIONS
THE WORD

I'LL HAVE A HOT
DOG WITH — WHAT
AM I SAYIN? MAKE
T A HAMBURGER!

& f THATS GREAT! I DIONT
THINK HED BE WELL

MR. SHOEBUCKLE
1S IN THE PADDOCK
AND WANTS TO

THATS WHAT

!
GOOD GOSH! 1 WANT T

WHAT'S

3 '« R4G . uls
°l?)5.mbuw1£nnum>5{.. Bainin ,;,:.,,_m‘ PRE P

DID YOU LEAVE HIM
ALONE FOR EVEN
ONE MiNUTE T

‘DEED L DIDNT!
1 WATCHED OVER
HIM LIKE HIS
OWN MAW
WOULD, THE
HULL TIME
A WUZ

aon !

KNHY, I EVEN FED
IM A SAMPLE O’ DOG
BISCUIT A GUY
Gwve o Me!

L Quick! geT THE
VET'! THERES

YES—HES DRUGGED,
ALL RIGHT! HE'LL ¢85
SET OVER IT, BUT
NOT IN “TIME TO
RUN TopAY!

g

NeL,

R

I GUESS THAT ENDS 7!

“THE ONLY CHANCE TO PAY OFF
OUR MORTGAGE— AND NOW
THATS cone!

cosH! ArFTER
ALL THIS WE
CANT LET EM

FCBD-2011.indd 22
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/ BUT WHAT CAN BE DONE?
I'VE GOT NO OTHER DOG TO
RUN IN PLACE
oF zZowie!

BY Gouur!
1 NEARLY FORGOT|
PLUTOS ENTERED
IN THIS RACE!

THERES THE BUGLE T4 St
TO GET THE DOGS =~

>

GOIN 1O RUN
AN IF HE WINS,

AN'1 GOT A

I WONDER IF WE
PULLED A BONER BY
NOT FIXIN THAT

HUNCH HES
GONNA WiN !

249

S ! =
© 1933, by Wah Disney Entecptises, Great Brisain righes reserved.

MUTT, TOO? £

NAH—#!
WHAT CHANCE N
Has HE 6o Ve YaYs Y
IN WERE?A{A@JH ﬁﬁ;\\ ! ”
T e = :

WE HAVE A SURPRISE FOR

YOu, FOLKS! PLUTO, THE PUP
THAT STARTED THE SNIFFING
COMEDY ON OPENING DAY, IS
GOING TO RUN AGAIN! we

ITS DIFEERENT,
Now! Zowie wAs
DOPED AND, IF
PLUTO WINS I'M
GOIN’TO GIVE

S ONLY HOPE HE DOES RUN,
INSTEAD OF GOING OFF ON

‘e

A HAMBURGER

SHOEBUCKLE
THE MoNeY!

FCBD-2011.indd 23
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" Gracious!
You DONT THINK
PLUTO CAN BEAT
ALL THOSE DOGS,

DO You ?

HE MIGHT-\"_
IF DIPPY

GOTTA GO ~—~
THATS THE PARADE
TO THE PoST!

© 1935, by Walt Disncy Enterpriscs, Grear Breain cighty reserved

WHATS DIPPY GOT TO — ?
MY GOODNESS, HES

MYsTERIOUS!

GOSH DARN/! THE Y 7

RACE STARTS IN A _

MINUTE AND DIPPYS
NOT BACK YET!

THEVYRE

NEARLY READY TO X
GO AND WE JUST GOT A
STARTLING PIECE OF NEWS!
ZOWIE, OWNED BY TIMOTHY
SHOEBUCKLE, WAS SUDDENLY

TAKEN SICK AND HAD TO
BE WITHDRAWN! A

F He was A HOT FAvORITE
AND THE CROWD DOESNT LIKE
T A-TALL! RUMORS SAY
THAT A CERTAIN GROUP HAS
BET THEIR SHIRTS ON BLACK
LIGHTNING AND THEY ARENT
EXACTLY BROKEN - HEARTED
OVER ZOWIES INDIGESTION!

s

" GosH! wWHERE.

DIPPY ?

THE HECK IS

S 20 /GeEe! PLUTO e ST
] ] GOT AWAY NICE! SO
:ﬁ“ IF ONLY DIPPY'D J__T0m] T T - LT

GET HERE WED
HA =F, rd
CHANCE !

AT
'~

VE A

=T
TS

f=——

Ll

24
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" THEYRE BUNCHED AT THE
TURN—CANT SEE WHO'S

Sl LEADING! 1T LOOKS LIKE— NO-

YES! 115 No. 3, BLACK
LIGHTNING —HES PULLING

D\ AP TO GO! UNLESS HE DROPS

X7 e
THEYVE FINISHED THE FIRST
LAP! BLACK LIGHTNING HAS ABOUT |

A TEN-YARD LEAD —ONE MORE

DEAD, HE LOOKS LIKE A
CINCH TO TAKE THE

“THATS THE DOG THE CROOKS
ARE BACKING! PLUTO

WAS OUR LAST

CHANCE — AND HE'S
OUTCLASSED!

S—
14
&y I wonoEr
W
)

WHAT KIND OF |
A YACHT
o BuUY !

GOSH A'MIGHTY! DID 1 (%
HEV A TIME GITTIN THROUGH )0

1 HOPE SO?
COME ON DOWN
PAST THE FINISH
LINE— QUICK!

' NOWS
. THE TiMe !
> GO AHEAD

AN’ WALLOP

A-HAW! HERE
IT comes!

25
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sov! THIS 1S )
whHuT T
CALL FUN!

HAw! Haw!

HeLP! HELR o, 250

HELR o/ T [uw(T RN 85 O
GRRR R~ PL P/ !
—-R-RrR! H ELF: E

LI # N

ST N [ ] SRR
e gy e

oy

7 BoY-oH-BOY | EVEN WHEN | "‘
YOU SEE IT ‘YOU CANT BELIEVE ”
IT! PLUTO, THE PUP “THEY ALL
LAUGHED AT, IS SECOND! AND
COMIN’ DOWN THE STRETCH
LIKE A TORNADO — HE'S CLOSING
. ON BLACK LIGHTNING! hBE’s—

(@ PLUTG:

=
e (Q)A@TQNEY—G

"sov! THis PANICS
Mez! AINT HAD
S MUCH FUN SINCE
THE CIRCUS LEFT

RANK OUTSIDER, WINS THE ¥
1000 SWEEPSTAKES FROM~—-
WHATS THIS ? HE DIDNT
7 STOP — —HE'S
STILL RUNNING!
% I\ &”’ 3 \
”',-.‘ ~ // \ z S ——

26
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SToP PLUTO! N

B A Y S

Tpe ot DaTDisnew-=

©1933, by Wali Disncy Enerpriscs, Great Bricain 1ighis reserved.

\T WAS CERTAINLY A™ \T7 HURT IT WOULDA BEEN
EA T STILL. SMARTER IF

THE MUTT HAD BEEN RIGHT !

THE BIRDS, THEY'RE THE ONES
THAT HAD ZOWIE
DRUGGED!

RESCUE AND WIN
JTHE RACE! <

AND ITS ALL

Krommaof ! vou cANT

SHUT UR
HOLD WS — YOu AIN“T You FooL! WE NEED TO
GOT A THING YELLOW THAT KNOW WE'VE

or, NO? THEN 521,1 ‘:'r",’,'_s:
N’ DONT KNOW THAT| |3 — '
WE PINCHED YOUR
PHONY DOG BISCuiT
FRIEND AND HE

SQUEALED ONY !

GOT THE RIGHT

auvs! come
ON
START
mMovin' !

WAS A
TRick !

on us!

BRRHMPH! ves, ves! Quire so!

BUT I WOULD CONSIDER IT ER - -
A PERSONAL FAVOR, |F YOU WOULD
CHOOSE SOME OTHER CAREER
FOR THE ANIMAL!

BRRHUMPH! 1T cives
ME GREAT PLEASURE
To AWARD THE ¥1,000
PRIZE TO “THE
OWNER OF
PLuTO !

OOk B =9
(i: S é(y Z
£ s
“THANKS, MR BRINDLE! {7 &
ARENT YOU GLAD /7
Y GAVE PLUTO A
A CHANCE TO

REDEEM 1
HIMSELF,

DONT WORRY—
I'VE HAD ENOUGH!
I ONLY WANTED
TO SHOW PEOPLE
WHAT HE CAN

po!

27
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HERE Y ARE,

MR. SHOEBUCKLE!
PAY OFF YOUR
MorTeAGE ! ¥

FCBD-2011.indd 28

MICKEY, I—-1 DONT
KNOW WHAT TO SAY!

\\ v N

I ONLY HOPE I'LL BE
ABLE TO REPAY YOU
SOME DAY !

_

,
FORGET 1!
TS NOTHIN'

AND THANK You
AGAIN FOR ALL
You'Ve pDone!

c'Bre!
I'M GLAD
ZOWIE'S
FEELIN'

BETTER!

SOME Luck, I cALL 17!

> I ONLY WISH ID
U]ETLE‘-'(\\ g/ BEEN THERE
/AN

2N

weLL!
CAN PLUTO
RUN OR CAN
HE RUN?

/ Ly SEE HOW

IT WAS
PossiBLE!

WHAT THE DICKENS WERE
THE OTHER DOGS DOIN'
WHEN PLUTO CROSSED
TTHEE LINE 9

.
I COULDNT

28

— v’ sese,
THEY HADN'T
COME N

SIGHT

—
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FLOYD

GOTTFREDSDN,
s

MICREY STRIP
e
ME

‘( >> APPRECIATION BY FLOYD NORMAN \‘

LIKE MOST KIDS, I first became aware of the
famous Mouse while reading the monthly comic
book Walt Disney’s Comics and Stories. As a young
personinthe1940s,1knew Floyd Gottfredson’s work
from its reprints in these comic books. But I didn’t
even know there was a Mickey Mouse comic strip,
and [ knew nothing about Floyd Gottfredson. All the
published comics were credited to Walt. Of course,
I saw the Mickey cartoons on the big screen in our
local theater, and I remember how different the later
screen Mickey was from the scrappy, adventurous
little guy I read in the comics.

Istill remember the love I had for Gottfredson’s
Mouse and how real he seemed to me. I had no idea
how much a part of my life Mickey would become
as I followed my career path. Initially, I dreamed of

FCBD-2011.indd 29

working in comics, but that was soon followed by an
interestinanimation. Clearly, the Walt Disney Studio
was my destiny.

Years passed, and eventually I found myself
inside Walt’s magic factory serving an animation
apprenticeship. While visiting the scene-planning
department one day, I happened across a piece of
original Disney art. It was the Mickey Mouse title
card that preceded every Disney Mickey cartoon. An
image I had seen countless times up on the big screen
when I was a child. Yet, here it was in front of me, and
I could actually touch what I considered a magical
piece of Disney history.

Asmy colleagues and I continued our tour of the
Disney Studio, we made our way up a flight of stairs
inan older building. A group of gentlemen sat at their

21511 1:12PM



®

LRICKEY'S RECENT FEATS OF
HEROISM HAVE CAUSED SOME
TENSION IN THE UNDERWORLD!

N

| it
©1990 The Walt Disney Company

P %
M\ 5.

SORRY, GUYS,
WE NO
ps

DATE WITH
MINNIE ..,

drawing tables working away. I'm embarrassed to
say we had no idea who they were, but they quickly
introduced themselves. The gentleman drawing
Donald Duck was Al Taliaferro, and the artist draw-
ing Mickey was Floyd Gottfredson. It appeared I had
finally met the man who had given me so much delight
asakid and inspired me to become a Disney artist.

I still regret my meeting with Floyd Gottfred-
son was so brief that day. However, we were young
kids and we didn’t want to waste the time of these
wonderful Disney artists. I saw Mr. Gottfredson a
few times after that initial meeting, but sadly I never
got to know him that well. The Disney veterans were
a good deal older than myself and my colleagues, and
we were reluctant to make a nuisance of ourselves.
In time, I did get to know Floyd’s son, an animation
artist whose first name happens to be the same as my
last. Norman Gottfredson soon became a friend, and
Istill find the “name thing” rather curious.

As an animation artist, I worked on many a
Mickey animated segment for the Disneyland TV
show, but I didn’t join Disney’s Comic Strip Depart-
ment until the early 1980s, where I considered myself
acartoon utility man of sorts. I would, on occasion fill
in for a writer who was ill or on vacation. Sometimes,
that even meant writing the Mickey Mouse comic
strip. Over time, I worked on it more and more.

INEFECHNICOLOR .
RADIOPRIGIURES
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The strip had evolved over the years. The edito-
rial styling and even the art styling had changed. As
Floyd Gottfredson grew older, Mickey seemed to
have aged with him. I don’t suppose there was any
way around such a change. Floyd had been drawing
Mickey Mouse since the 1930s. Clearly, their lives
were intertwined. What else could one expect?
Mickey was no longer the scrappy, cheeky little guy
from his early years. No longer the explorer heading
off into the jungles of Africa or the frozen wastes of
the North Pole, Mickey had settled into a cozy subur-
ban lifestyle, and morphed into a cartoon version of
Ozzie Nelson.

King Features Syndicate insisted that Disney
continue their gag-a-day newspaper format even
after Floyd retired. Once I found myself the ongo-
ing writer of the Mickey Mouse comic strip, I pleaded
with Disney and the syndicate to allow me to bring
back the real Mickey we knew and loved. I was so
eager to write Mickey adventures for the daily strip,
even though all insisted that doing daily gags would
be the only way to keep the strip alive. I persisted,
and eventually King allowed me to write ongoing
Mickey continuities. They limited me to three-week
storylines, but I sometimes fudged and pushed it to
four. I had achieved my greatest joy: writing Mickey
adventures much like the stories I read as a kid! I was

ABOVE: The opening scene of Floyd Norman’s first Mickey daily
strip serial paid homage to Gottfredson’s first strip which you
can see in Walt Disney’s Mickey Mouse: “Race to Death Valley”
published by Fantagraphics Books. Art by Alex Howell; image
courtesy Thomas Jensen.

LEFT: An early 1940s title card—and a late 1950s rediscovery for
young Floyd Norman.

RIGHT: Mickey, Goofy, and Horace face wicked Count Dupree in

Norman’s last Mickey daily strip story—one that was shelved
before inks had been completed. Art by Rick Hoover, c. 1995.
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fortunate to have editors who never restricted what
I could write, as long as my stories stayed within the
bounds of Disney propriety.

It may sound odd, but I never had a moment of
difficulty writing Mickey Mouse. Thanks to Floyd
Gottfredson’s wonderful portrayals, [ knew the char-
acters so well that my stories almost seemed to write
themselves. I simply needed to put Mickey and Gooty
in a situation and listen to what they would say. It
would seem my childhood passion for Floyd’s comics
enabled me to absorb the process by osmosis. Clearly,
it was in my blood now, and this old storyteller wasn’t
about to complain.

Yet, in spite of the fun I was having, the Mickey
Mouse comic strip was eventually cancelled, or rather
new stories stopped being produced for it. The strip
went all-reprint, and I had to stop producing my final
storyline right in the middle. Both Disney and the syn-
dicate agreed it was time to retire the famous mouse.

I'look back on my days with Mickey Mouse as a
delightful time. In many ways, Mickey has touched
me and become more real than ever. I've had the
opportunity to work with most of Mickey’s creators,
from Walt Disney to Ub Iwerks. I've known Mickey’s
voices, Jimmy MacDonald and Wayne Allwine. I've
worked with the Disney animators who gave life to
Mickey on the big screen, and I was given the oppor-
tunity to write the comic strip I so loved as a kid. I
grew up on the stories of Floyd Gottfredson, Bill
Walsh and so many other talented individuals.

Back in 1930, Walt Disney had his hands full, so
he needed one of his talented staffers to write and
draw the Mickey Mouse comic strip. Floyd Gottfred-
son stepped up and took on the temporary job. A job
that lasted over forty years and gave us incredible
adventures, memorable characters and a hero that
would make Indiana Jones proud. Thank you, Mr.
Gottfredson, for ajob well done.

Floyd Norman started work with Disney as an animation artist on Sleeping Beauty (1959), then moved to the story department

with The Jungle Book (1967)—making him Disney’s first African-American story man, and enabling him to work with Walt on

the last film that the “Old Maestro” personally supervised. After a storied career elsewhere, including work as writer|/producer of

Sesame Street animated segments, Norman rejoined Disney in the 1980s, working first for the Comic Strip Department and then

as an animator on Disney and Pixar feature films. Floyd received a Disney Legends Award in 2007 for his animation contributions.
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GOSH! WITHOUT WAS IT THAT ONE
THE INSTRUCTIONS b FIRST OR THIS ONE 7
I'LL MEVER REMEMBER! |

NO TIME /
I GOTTA DOT/

FORGET HIM!
SWITCH THE
POWER N/

B

(B T
(7 i ‘

Y
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LEFT: Floyd Gottfredson, RIGHT: Carl Barks
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