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THERE ! THE SCENE I$ SET. i THE CHARACTERS IN PLACE.

LET's SEE, THE ONLY THING MISSING |

[T HE’LL BE A PRIVATE EYE,
IS THE MAIN CHARACTER!

BUT HE NEEDS A NAME... ANYTHING FOR

ME IN THE MAIL

>, TODAY?

(|

B...BA...BL...BLOCHE! JEROME K.
JEROME BLOCHE! IT's AN
ABSOLUTELY RIDICULOUS NAME!

T’'LL CALL HIM...

NO/
NOTHING
FOR yoU
AS UsUAL,
MONSIEUR
BLOCHE!

[

THE TAPER PEOTLE

It




HELLOZ

' T'MIN
DANGER!
...HELP
ME...
HELP!!
cLICK ...

TT...TNIT...
THIT...

e 7

i

WHAT 15 1T, \

\/ JEROME?
YOU’RE BESIDE

-l YOURSELF --

Y WHAT 15 1IT2/

d | STOP BOUNCING
| OFF THE WALLS
Ik AND TELL
ME!

I KNEW YOU
CcouLd po IT!
WHO’s THE
CLIENTZ...

l/ MY FIRST JOB,
BABETTE! ON THE
PHONE ! SOMEONE’S
IN MORTAL DANGER
AND 1S CALLING FOR
MY HELP!

OH, JEROME!
THAT'S
WONDERFUL !

...WELL, UM...HE...

WHO?

HE DIDN'T sAY!




OH, JEROME....

I| ' STILL AS SHY AS
WILL YOU EVER _ EVER.
CHANGE? : _

LA

KNOWING HIM, HE’S GOING TO SPEND AND IF THE CLIENT DOESN'T
THE DAY SHUT UP IN HIS APARTMENT, CALL BACK BY TONIGHT, HE/LL AND AFTTEE [HREE FROES
ANALYZING THE CALL OVER AND OVER. DO WHAT HE ALWAYS DOES -- /

FULLY CLOTHED. I'VE
SEEN HIM DO IT 50 MANY
TIMES BEFORE!!

GET LOST READING HIs HUGE
VOLUME ON GENERAL
CRIMINOLOGY !

WHEN THE SUN RISES, HE'LL
FINISH THE UNREAD CHAPTER
AND STAND WATCH AT His
WINDOW, WAITING FOR THE
POSTMAN.
TO sHOW
UP. MAYBE
TODAY THAT
LETTER
WILL
FINALLY
COME!

GOOD NEWS,
MONSIEUR |
YOU'VE GOT
MAIL!




‘HELP! T'M
IN DANGER |

YSMALL CHECKZ!"

MY GOODNEsS!
WITH THIS I CAN I
PAY OFF HALF
MY DEBTs!"

V...PLEASE HELP ME! ENCLOSED 15 A SMALL
CHECK TO COVER YOUR EXPENSES!”
SIGNED...F.H. DE VERVILLE...CHATEAU

FLAMBEAUX...LA ROCHELLE...!

STRANGE...THIS LETTER WAS
SENT TWO DAYS AGO AND
I RECEIVED THAT PHONE CALL
YESTERDAY! THINGS ARE
MOVING FAsT!!

WELL,
FASTER
THAN THIS
TRAIN, AT
LEAST...

<YAWN)>

WAKE UP, SIR! THIS IS
YOUR STOP...LA
ROCHELLE!

WELL, HERE WE ARE,

LA ROCHELLE
AT LAST!




THAT MUST
BE BLOCHE!
BRING HIM

TTTTTT LT

LET ME INTRODUCE MYSELF
...T AM MONSIEUR POUSSIN, A
LAWYER. YOU LOOK LIKE A
BRIGHT YOUNG MAN, 5O LET
ME EXPLAIN...

v

MY FRIEND, THE BARON DE VERVILLE,
CAN SOMETIMES BE...ERRATIC, EVEN
DELUSIONAL. HE ALSO HAS A TENDENCY
TO DISAPPEAR, MUCH TO THE
CHAGRIN OF HIS CHILDREN AND
THOSE WHO LIVE ON HIs

ESTATE.

THERE 15 A RETURN
TRAIN AT 6:37 PM.
PLEASE ACCEPT THIS
AS COMPENSATION
FOR YOUR
INCONVENIENCE !

UH...THANK YOU. THEN THAT
CONCLUDES OUR BUSINESS.,
HMM, IF T MAY, T WOULDN'T
MIND HAVING A COUPLE OF
THOSE CIGARS TOO!...
IT’6 THE BRAND THAT
MAKES ME COUGH THE

LEAST.

I ASSUME YOU ARE THE

PRIVATE DETECTIVE, SIR.

WOULD YOU CARE FOR
A CIGAR?

HE PHONED ME YESTERDAY
TO EXPLAIN HIS LATEST PRANK
-=THIS CALL FOR HELP THAT
HE MADE TO YOU...THERE'S

NO NEED, REALLY, FOR YOU
TO WASTE YOUR TIME.

THAT IDIOT
15 OFF TO A
\ BAD START! }





