“I'M WORRIED ABOUT THE
UPCOMING HEARING. THIS TIME,
IT WILL BE ON TELEVISION, WITH
THE WHOLE WORLD WATCHING.

IF SNAGGLEPUSS MAKES Us [
LOOK FOOLISH...
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e “WELL, I'M AFRAID THE
ey PUBLIC JUST WON'T TAKE o
ol US SERIOUSLY ANYMORE.” |~ ~
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. “NO! HE'S ONE OF THE
fhetnahidyute MOST RESPECTED VOICES _
: t | IN SHow BUSINESS! GET —
HIM TO CRACK AND THE
WHOLE DAM WILL CRUMBLE... /

..HE'LL PLAY
BALL. WE JUST NEED
SOME LEVERAGE ON
HIM. I'LL TAKE CARE

OF EVERYTHING WHEN
I GET BACK FROM
NEVADA.
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CLASS, I'D LIKE
TO INTRODUCE YOU §
TO MS, GIGI ALLEN. |
SHE WORKS AT THE
STATE DEPARTMENT.
IN WA%H&N[@TON,

KNOW WHAT AN
AGITATOR
157

“WELL, AN AGITATOR
1S LIKE FINDING A
HALF-EATEN WORM

INSIDE YOUR APPLE.

AMERICA 15 THE WORLD'S SHINY
RED APPLE. MY JOB IS TO PROTECT E I DON'T KNOW.
THE APPLE FROM AGITATORS. THIS ANALOGY? APPLE THIEVES OR
AND COMMUNISTS, - SOMETHING.




WELCOME TO
NEVADA, MS. ALLEN.
I WAS ABOUT TO HAVE PRETTY SOON
LUNCH IF YOU'D CARE | WE'LL BE TESTING FIFTEEN- ,
TO JON ME. MEGATON JOBS, THE SOVIETS WILL,
TOO. THAT'S WHY WE NEED YOUR HELP
CONVINCING THE CIVILIAN AUTHORITIES
TO BUILD UNDERGROUND SHELTERS
BENEATH NEW YORK AND
OTHER CITIES,

HOW DEEP DO :
THESE SHELTERS
NEED TO BE FOR | (= OH, THEY'RE NOT
PEOPLE TO I SURVIVING! A FIFTEEN-
SURVIVE? 33 MEGATON BLAST WILL

THEN WHY
BUILD THE

TO MAKE THE <
SOVIETS BELIEVE WE THINK
WE CAN SURVIVE. THEY WON'T
PUSH THE ENVELOPE IF THEY
IMAGINE WE'RE DUMB
ENOUGH TO OPEN IT.

IN GAME THEORY,

SOMETIMES BEING

STUPID GIVES YOU
A REAL EDGE.




BUT
SHOULDN'T
THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE KNOW
THE TRUTH?

OHNO!'IT'S A
DEMOCRACY. THE
TRUTH IS THE LAST
THING YOU WANT
PEOPLE TO
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“AG A YOUNG MATHEMATICIAN,
T WAS FASCINATED BY SET
THEORY, OUR MATHEMATICAL
AXIOMS AND THEOREMS AREN'T [ K#,Tk
REALLY BASED ON ANY LOGICAL 4
FOUNDATION, THEY
JUST HAPPEN TO WORK. || ’3 5 ‘4
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“GET THEORY WAS SUPPOSED (3 U
TO CHANGE ALL THAT. FINALLV ¥
MATHEMATICS WAS GOING ‘
BE GROUNDED IN PROVABLE,

“BUT THEN I DISCOVERED
RUSSELL'S PARADPOX. SAY
YOU HAVE A TOWN FULL

INTO TWO SETS--MEN WHO

SHAVE THEMSELVES AND

MEN WHO GET SHAVED BY
THE TOWN BARBER r
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“BUT THEN, WHICH SET
DOES THE BARBER
BELONG TO?
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LIKE EVERYTHING
ELSE IN LIFE, SET THEORY
16 FATALLY CONTAMINATED
_ WITH IRRATIONALITY AND /
PARADOX.
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“WHEN THE MATHEMATICIAN o: ;
(* GOTTLOB FREGE HEARD g
v RUSSELL'S PARADOX, HE HAD | A = !
A NERVOUS BREAKDOWN. ol e = 1
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/ ! BUT FOR ME, IT WAS
! LIBERATING. I KNEW AT
) 7 THAT MOMENT THE HUMAN
RACE WAS UNMOORED--
i1/ [ /! FOREVER AFLOAT ON A
il i | SEA OF ASSUMPTIONS,
— —
“I REALIZED THAT THERE S ?’:; o AR EONE. §
IS NO SUCH THNG AS T[] ; ¢ = FALLOUT SHED!
TRUTH. ONLY USEFULNESS.” ’ [ A 7S S Sp—
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7 SFUN ?; I DON'T
* &Y ) ) - KNOW, JIMMY.
) THEN MAYBE
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o a B 0 AND THAT
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S ERAEN — =~ = | DO 15 MERELY
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OKAY/ NOT S
ENTIRELY TERRBLE! T = —
LET'S MOVE ON TO

SCENE FIVE.

THEY LAY VIOLENT HANDS ON ME
AND STOLE MV LICORICE. I SAY /
THIS TO MY SHAME. ]

THIS DAMNED
TOWN! I SWEAR I'M GOING TO
MOVE TO NEW YORK CITY SOME-
DAV. IT'S THE ONLY PLACE
FOR BOYS LIKE US.

HELP ME,
DEAR FRIEND.
\ I AM TREE-

OR FOR WORGSE, MY
LIFE 15 HERE. -

WELL,
YOUR LIFE | &
16 KILLING

you.
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