HOW DID YOUR
BROTHERS ALTER \
YOUR ORIGINAL
DESIGN FOR THE

NANITES?
THAT'S NO

THE PERTINENT
QUESTION,
DAPHNE. _/

DISPERSED, THEY
INSTEAD INFECTED
THE POPULACE
WITH A 7TOXIC
PLAGUE--

-THAT MUTATED
EVERYONE--WITH

INTO GROTESQUE,
SAVAGE
MONSTROSITIES.
THE FILES
I UNCOVERED ON
THAT LAPTOP INDICATE
THAT, WHILE THEY
WERE OVERWRITING

THE NANITES'
PROGRAMMING--

WHAT RUFUS HAS NO
MAKES THOUGHT, NO FEELING,
YOU THINK | FOR ANYONE BUT HIMSELF.
HE'S STILL | AND THAT LASER-FOCUSED

NARCISSISM HAS MADE HIM
\ A SURVIVOR--IN BUSINESS
AND IN LIFE.

YOUR BROTHERS |
WERE DEVOTED

OH, RUFUS
TO EACH

CARES ABOUT THE

WARPED WAY. HE
WAS QUITE EAGER
TO JOIN THEM IN
ESTABLISHING THE
COMPLEX.

NANITES' ALREADY FORMIDABLE

AND PLEASE
DON'T LAUNCH INTO
ANOTHER LECTURE
ABOUT MY HUBRIS,
I KNOW THEM ALL

BY HEART.

--WHILE
MY SIBLINGS
ATTEMPTED
TO USE THE
TECHNOLOGY TO
CREATE A WORLD
OF EASILY
CONTROLLED
SHEEP WHO
OULD

WOUL|
MINDLESSLY
DO THEIR
BIDDING.

NO. My
VISION WAS TO
USE THE NANITES
TO WEED OUT THE
BASER INSTINCTS
IN HUMANITY--

S50 MUCH

LolHETHEY |\ THE PERTINENT
CHANGE TH%R A QUESTION.
MISSION...? AND T'M

HOPING RUFUS
WILL HELP Us
FIND THE
ANSWER.

CAPACITY FOR INDEPENDCENT
THOUGHT.

GIVEN THAT WE WERE
IN CALIFORNIA, SEATTLE DID
50 I SEEM LIKE THE LOGICAL
HE'e aueH A \FIRST STOP IN OUR SEARCH

BUT HE'D
BETRAY THEM--
BETRAY ANYONE--
IN A HEARTBEAT
IF HE VIEWED
THEM AS A
THREAT TO
HIS GELF-

\  INTEREST.

FOR THE FOUR.

AND, YES,
RUFUS IS A
WEASEL. BUT,
LIKE IT OR
NOT--




"--HE'S THE WEASE

”

B SEATTLE, |
WASHINGTON...
s v

< ////v y - I v
WELL, AN ENTIRE Y [/ —
THAT'6 A CITY--SILENT !.’d REALLY THINK /_\
CREEPY AND DEAD. 4_DAPH'S GONNA
i)
/ 2 2 1 l‘ T \d 1
o

= CELEBRATING ONE
N YEAR OF APOCALYPTIC
N\ ANTICS WITH THOSE
MASTERS OF MACABRE
MONKEY BUSINESS--
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WELL, LOOK
ON THE BRIGHT

NO BEASTIES
OUT THERE. WEIRD, RIGHT?

WHEN WE
FIRST LEFT THE
COMPLEX, WE WERE
RUNNING INTO THOSE
THINGS EVERY
TEN FEET, BUT
LATELY...?

MAYBE IT HAS
SOMETHIN' T'DO WITH
THE PLAGLUE.

COULD BE

A HUMAN BODY
CAN'T SUSTAIN THE

AFTER A WHILE,
THOGguBEAGTIEG

T--

JUST WHAT? @8
DISINTEGRATE? IR\
VANISH INTO 2

THIN AIR?

EVERYTHING
WE'VE SEEN,
FRED--

MAYBE--
AFTER THE
HELL WE'VE

BE OR
paTIENT. T \MINEE
THAT'S A | SURE ONE OF :

--BUT

THEM WILL
MELT DOWN
{ SOONER THAN
LATER.

STRETCH

EVEN FOR THESE PAST
ME!

FLORIPA?Z
I'M
SERIOUS,
SHAGGY.

ARE
YOU REALLY
COMPLAININ' ABOUT
THE FACT THAT NO
MONSTERS ARE
TRYIN' T'EAT OUR
LIVERS?

I MEAN--
WHERE DID
THEY ALL
GOo?

IMNOT X
COMPLAINING,

L v Jusr.

||\ WONDERING.

--1S THAT,
LIKE, 60 FAR-
FETCHED?

WE HAVE
SEEN SOME
TRULY WEIRD

STUFF, HAVEN'T
o WE?

T'M THE
KINDA GLY
WHO BELIEVES IN

" MIRACLES--

I THINK YOU'RE
RIGHT, DUDE. Y’KNOW,
FOR A LONG TIME
6€008BY-POO HAS
BEEN MY ONLY

--ARE
ACTUALLY REAL BUDDY--

BEEN THROUGH BECOMING

FRIENDS.

AND THE
WEIRDEST MIGHT BE
DAPHNE AND VELMA ACTING
AS IF THEY ACTUALLY LIKE
EACH OTHER.

~-BUT
NOW...NOW
IT'6 LIKE T'VE...
WEVE.,.FOUND
OURBELVES
A FAMILY.

YOURE
NOT CRYING,
ARE YOU?




DEEP FEELIN'
KINDA euy!”

CRAZY OL' DUDE
THOUGHT THE END OF
THE WORLD WAS COMIN'
AN’ HE WANTED T'BUILD A
FLEET OF THESE THINGS
T'HELP PEOPLE
SURVIVE,

I USED TO
KID HIM ABOUT IT
ALL THE TIME.
V'KNOW--

..YOU

‘M A SEE ANYTHING

INTERESTING OUT
THERE?

MILES
AND MILES OF
NOTHING.

IF HE'S

YEAR, BUT X alvE. OR

TLL BET HER ST HUMAN,

BROTHER

HOW
ABOUT You
TWO?

LAPTOP'S
RUNNING LOW, 60
WE'RE CHARGING IT
UP IN THE MYSTERY
MACHINE,

YEAH--
KREBSIE
THOUGHT OF
THAT'S ONE

HELLUVA GENERATOR ),
DR, KREBS PUT
IN THERE.

WE'VE JusT
SPENT WEEKS | THERE ARE
RUNNING AWAY |  OTHERS, .

FROM THE = LREMEMBER?

COMPLEX.

AND EVEN
VELMA'S NOT
SURE WHERE

SOME OF

THEM ARE.

STOP BEIN'




171 |

“IT'6 TIME FOR A

LEISURELY DRIVE

L | THROUGH SCENIC
SEATTLE!”

DO You OF COURGE
HAVE TO? / T DO. NOW WATCH:
11 TAKE CAREFUL AIM, |
SQUEEZE THE
== TRIGGER AND--

BUT ALL
YOU'VE DONE 15 \
M-MAKE THE CREATURE
ANGRY! AND DRAWN THE
ATTENTION OF THE

ABOUT? I KILLED p
THE BERST! 4

Y-YOU JUsT
WOUNDED IT AND
THAT WILL--

D-DON'T
YELL, RUFUS,
PLEASE. I--

il or
T.- OF WHY,
DIDN'T I? THANK You,
MY LOVE. AND DON'T
WORRY ABOUT
THE OTHER BEASTS
BEING AGITATED.
THE TOWER 16
WELL FORTIFIED.
THEY'LL NEVER
GET IN.

, 4N
ALTHOUGH,

CONSIDERING
HOW THEY'VE

| BEEN ACTING

| LATELY, MAYBE WE
SHOULD LET

THEM IN.

T. DINKLEY
ALWAYS MEANS
WHAT HE
SAYS--
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