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“FREDRICK LABESCD,
A WEALTHY SOUTH-
AFRICAN PIAMOND

BARON, COMMISSIONED
US TO STUDY WHAT WAS
KILLING THE REEFS IN
THE GULF OF ADAN.

“WE DOVE INTO THE
PARKNESS, SEARCHING
FOR HOW TO ELIMINATE

THE TOXILITY...TO RESTORE
THE BALANCE.

“THE CEAFT WE
FOUND WAS BEYOND
HUMAN ENGINEERING.
IT WAS LIGHTER THAN
GRAPHITE, BUT HAD A
TENSILE STRENGTH
GREATER THAN STEEL.

TS COLOR SHIFTEP
AS WE APPROACHED,
AND THE SHIP HAD A
CHAMELEON-LIKE EFFORT
TO CONCEAL ITSELF.
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“THOUGH SEEMINGLY
FAMILIAR, IT HAD
QUALITIES THAT COULD
ONLY BE PESCEIBED AS |
OTHERWORLOLY.

“IT LOOKED LIKE A
JELLYFISH. IT HAD
NEMATOCYSTS, STINGING
CELLS USEP TO PEFENP

k AND FEED ON PREY.”
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“AND MUCH LIKE JELLYFISH, THIS
CREATURE NEVER STOPPED GROWING. THERE
WERE CHARACTERISTICS THAT WERE COMPLETELY
PIFFERENT. JELLYFISH ARE 05% WATER, AND
THIS CREATURE WAS NEARLY 75% SOLID MASS.
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¥ “THERE WAS THE EXOSKELETON. ITS
1 HIPE WAS LEATHERY AND TOUGH,
CLOSER TO A RHINOCERDS THAN A
WATER-PASED LIFE FORM.
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*...0F FORMING
SOMETHING NEW AND
EQUALLY PANGERDUS

WITHOUT ANY EXTERNAL

STIMULI.

“AND AN IMPOSSIBLE TRAIT: THE CREATURE HAD BILATERAL
SYMMETRY, TWO EQUAL HALVES, LIKE A FROG--OR EVEN US,
BUT IT WAS CAPABLE OF PIVIDING COMPLETELY...

DR. FRYE,
ol You GOTTA |
o SEE THIS. A

“THIS WAS NOT A DEFENSIVE
MUSCULAR RESPONSE, LIKE
SOME EIND OF REFLEX
TEST--THIS WAS AN ACTION
THAT CAME FROM THE
IMPULSES OF A CENTRAL
NERVOUS SYSTEM.

"

"WHEN WE PISSECTEP IT, THE FLAGELLA BECAME ; Al
ITS OWN ORGANISM, LIKE A LIZARD'S TAIL WITH /

CONSCIOUSNESS. THIS CREATURE WAS SMART, ‘

AND IT SCARED THE HELL OUT OF ALL OF US.*

PID YOU SEE
THATZ IT'S NOT
JUST RESPONPING
TO STIMULL. IT'S

A LISTENING.
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N| “WE TRIED TO AR
COMMUNICATE, TO : )
W CONNECT IN SOME \ - '
st i \ IS WHY T WORKED

THOSE LATE NIGHTS.
TOOK A HELL OF A
LOT MORE COURAGE

TO SPEND SEVEN
YEARS AS YOUR

\ S\
“ONCE WE MADE THAT B
ECISION, THE QUESTIONS

THEY COME FROMZ WHAT oy :
DID THEY WANT 2 ey
e ._._.’.':"

T CAN SEE IMAGES,
LIKE A CAMERA. BUT
IT'S MORE...L CAN FEEL IT.
THEY'RE COMMUNICATING
WITH SENSATIONS!

O THE HUNGER.. §
N THE HUNGER IS RROS
D CLAWING AT AN
ME!




PLEASE DPAD,
JUST HUG ME.
LET ME kNOW

IT'S OKAY... *...AN THEY
P eAvE IT TO US.

WE DIDN‘T
JUST SEE IT,
LIKE SOME KIND OF
HALLUCINATION. IT
WAS AS REAL AS
THAT GUN IN MY
FACE

SPEAK SLOWER!
TRYING TO CONFUSE
US WITH YOUR
SCIENTIFIC BLABBER?
SHOULD kiLL YOU FOR
YOUR ARROGANCE. WHY
SHOULPD T LET YOU
TAKE ANOTHER
BREATHZ

BECAUSE T'M
THE ONLY PERSON
WHO CAN KEEP
YOU ALIE. T CAN
SHOW YOU HOW
TO STOP IT.

PIPN'T MEAN
TO kL IT!

I'M SORRY...
I'M SORRY!

“THEY COULD

TAP INTO OUR

THINKING, OUR
MEMORIES.
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INTERNET,
WE 60T ENOUGH
SCRAP. LET'S . g
GET THE HELL
T CAN REBUILD
THE CARBURETOR
ANDP THE SHELL
FOR THE POWER

I DON'T GIVE % . TRANSLATORZ |
A DAMN ABOUT > Bl DON‘T WANT OUR
YOUR DISCOVERIES. SHIP TO BE TOO

T KNOW ALL THAT T
NEED. WE HEAD 3 CROWDED.
TOPSIDE.

UNDERSTAND? YOU NEED .
) 5 one wio can e [ e o
%5 ONE WHO I 5% [ THE BOY WITH US.
WHAT THE HELL IS . " | WE JUST MIGHT NEED
BOING ON TO SOME FOOD FOR THE
- LEWIIYAATAAN.

s 1{/6'/ HOWMUC;!DFMY '
&
/ RAedd STORY DID YOU REALLY




