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IN MARACAIBO, IN VENEZUELA, WHERE NOW STANDS AN
ULTRAMODERN SUPERMARKET, THERE ONCE WAS A SHOP
FULL OF STRANGE, EVEN DISTURBING, OBJECTS...

WERE yoOU
LOOKING FOR ME,
COLOMBIAZ
COME I,
STEINER |
WHAT HAVE YOU FOUND YOU'RE AN AUTHORITY IN THIS IT'S A MASTERPIECE FROM THE WELL ... THE FACT 15 THIS
THIS TIME? FIELD. WHAT DO YOU THINK TLATILCO CIVILIZATION IN MEXICO! oy " W ESUND IN THE

OF THIS FIGURINE?

NO ONE KNEW ANYTHING ABOUT IT UNTIL THE
DAY WHEN ... BUT WAIT, I HAVE THE JOURNAL
OF THE ENGLISH EXPLORER, ELIAH CORBETT,
WHO, AS YOU KNOW, WAS SEARCHING FOR
THE MYTHICAL ELDORADO. HE FOLLOWED THE
ROUTE TAKEN BY ORELLANA, THE SPANISH
CONQUISTADOR WHO SAILED

DOWN THE MARANON TO

THE AMAZON RIVER...

PROBABLY A THOUSAND YEARS
OLD. BUT YOU ALREADY KNEW ~ AMAZON JUNGLE, BETWEEN

THAT ... WHAT ELSE DO YoU COLOMBIA AND ECUADOR,
WANT ME WHERE THERE ARE NO
TO TELL YOU? CITES.

T'LL READ IT TO YOU... “I5TH OF DECEMBER...1910. THE HEAT IS UNBEARABLE.
PIERRE LA REINE IS HAPPY AS USUAL — HE'S ALWAYS LAUGHING AND SINGING. AT THIS
POINT IT 1S EVIDENT THAT OUR GUIDES ARE NOT COMING BACK. THEY GOT SCARED
WHEN WE CAME UPON THIS CYLINDRICAL TOWER
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE JUNGLE. BUT HOW
COULD I BLAME THEM FOR A FEELING I TOO
AM EXPERIENCING ... FEARZ!

“WES...FEAR!...I HAVE NEVER ENCOUNTERED SUCH A THEN HE GOES DIRECTLY FROM THE I5TH TO THE 25TH OR
CYLINDRICAL CONSTRUCTION ANYWHERE IN THE AMERICAS. 26TH OF DECEMBER... “...ONLY TODAY CAN I MANAGE
THE ONLY PLACE I’VE SEEN ONE WAS IN MESOPOTAMIA. TO WRITE AGAIN AND I DON'T EVEN
BUT HERE IN THE AMAZON JUNGLE ... IT'S AN INCREDIBLE KNOW THE DATE...THE INDIANS

DISCOVERY!" KILLED PIERRE LA REINE, WHO

MOCKED THEM UNTIL THE LAsT
INSTANT OF HIs LIFE...



*...I S$HOULD FOLLOW HIs EXAMPLE,
BUT I CAN'T. LA REINE WAS AN
INCREDIBLE MAN...HIS STRENGTH,
HIs CHEERFULNESS CONCEALED
SOMETHING FRAGILE, PAINFUL. UNTIL
THE END HE KEPT EATING THOSE
MAGIC MUSHROOMS, AS HE CALLED
THEM, THAT HE GOT FROM AN

INDIAN SHAMAN
FROM BELEM...

BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE SENT
SOLDIERS TO KILL THE INDIANS...AND BESIDES,
CORBETT AND LE REINE ARE DEAD. A HALF-
BREED BROUGHT ME THIS DIARY, AS WELL
As THE PERSONAL EFFECTS OF THOSE TWO

POOR MEN...AND THE FRENCHMAN'S
MAGIC MUSHROOMS. THEY WERE
GIVEN TO HIM 8Y A JIVARO INDIAN
WHO CONFIRMED THE
EXPLORERS’ DEATHS.

THE MAGIC
MUSHROOMSZ

‘... TEONANCATL, THE FOOD OF THE GODs
THAT GIVES STRENGTH AND TRANSPORTS
ONE BACK IN TIME. MAYBE HE DIDN'T EVEN
REALIZE WHAT WAS HAPPENING. AND NOW IT
IS MY TURN. IF ANYBODY FINDS THIS DIARY,
I PRAY THAT HE WILL DELIVER IT TO My

FAMILY. I DON'T HAVE MUCH HOPE
ANYMORE... MY ONLY DREAM 15
THAT ELDORADO EXISTS BUT A
DAY'S MARCH FROM
THIS VILLAGE.”

I WONDER IF THEY
REALLY HAVE THE
POWER TO TAKE YOU
BACK IN TIME...

THERE...THOSE WERE HIS LAST
WORDS. HE TALKS ABOUT
ELDORADO —AND THIS FIGURINE
WAS FOUND IN THE SAME AREA AS
THE CYLINDRICAL TOWER ... IF
I WERE YOUNG I WOULD GO
MYSELF ON A QUEST FOR THIS
MYSTERIOUS CITY!

HOW DID YOU GET THIS
DIARYZ WHY HAVEN'T YOU
TOLD THE AUTHORITIES?

WHAT DO YOU MEAN?

I HAVE AN IDEA...

IDONT
UNDERSTAND.

MAYBE IT'S CRAZY...BUT IF YOU
GIVE THEM TO ME, T WOULD LIKE TO
TRY THEM ON THAT FRIEND OF MINE

WITH WHOM YOU'RE FAMILIAR!

TWO OR THREE DOCTORS HAVE
ALREADY LOOKED AT HIM, BUT COULDN'T
CURE HIM. 50, WE MIGHT A$ WELL TRY
MAGIC...T'VE SEEN TRIBAL SHAMANS
SUCCEED WITH PATIENTS THOUGHT TO
BE INCURABLE. HERE HE 16 — CORTO
MALTESE, THE MAN WHO COULD SOLVE
YOUR PROBLEM, LEVI COLOMBIA...
AFTER ALL, THAT'S WHY YOU WERE
REALLY LOOKING FOR ME!
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A MONTH AGO HE RECEIVED A
SLIGHT HEAD WOUND FROM A
RIFLE SHOT, AND SINCE THEN
HAS SUFFERED FROM ALMOST
TOTAL AMNESIA...



GOOD MORNING, CORTO MALTESE! I WONDER WHAT FUN THINGS YOUR FRIEND

OF COURSE NOT... FORGIVE ME
LV COLOMBIVA.;?ME To PAY LS A HAS IN STORE FOR Us! AND SIT DOWN... AND YOU, CORTO,
HOW GOOD MORNING, CORTO WHY DON'T YOU STOP BEING 50
ENTERTAINING! MALTESE. .. I SEE FROM AGGRESSIVEZ OUR FRIEND NEEDS
YOUR SARCASM THAT YOU'RE HELP AND I TOLD HIM THAT HE WOULD
HEALING MAGNIFICENTLY... FIND IT HERE... THERE’S NO REASON
WELL, WHAT AM I SUPPOSED FOR YOU TO BE $O RUDE
TO DOZ SHALL I STAND? TO HIM!
STEINER...OR WHATEVER THE HELL YOUR WELL, T... LET ME TALK TO HIM, LEVI...LISTEN, CORTO...

NAME 15...I DON'T UNDERSTAND WHAT
YOU'RE DOING HERE WITH ME... ANYWAY,
T'LL TRY TO BE NICE
AND...AH, TO HELL WITH
BOTH OF YOU! I HAVE
A HEADACHE AND I
DON'T FEEL LIKE
LISTENING TO YOUR
CHATTER...TRY TO
UNDERSTAND ME...

TWO EXPLORERS, ELIAH CORBETT AND PIERRE
LA REINE, ON A VOYAGE FROM WHICH THEY
NEVER RETURNED, sUPPOSEDLY
DISCOVERED AN ANCIENT
INCA, OR PRE-INCA, CITY
IN THE EQUATORIAL OR
BRAZILIAN AMAZONIAN PIERRE
JUNGLE. LEVI COLOMBIA LA REINEZ
WOULD LIKE TO FINANCE
AN EXPEDITION TO SEE

I'M TIRED! IF THIS $TORY
15 TRUE!
YES. A POLITICAL PRISONER WHO ESCAPED FROM GUYANA... I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF THE
A HUGE REWARD WAS OFFERED FOR HIS CAPTURE... CITY ACTUALLY EXISTS...IT YOU'RE CRAZY, LEVI COLOMBIA
BUT THE INDIANS KILLED WOULD BE AN ASTONISHING ...IF WE FIND THE CITY
BOTH HIM AND DISCOVERY! I AM READY TO WE'LL SHARE ALL
PROFESSOR PAY TWENTY THOUSAND THE PROFITS
CORBETT... DOLLARS. .. IF YOU ACCEPT... EQUALLY!!
PROVIDED THE WHOLE $TORY

WHEN WE FIND THE CITY, THE GOVERNMENT
WILL SWARM IN WITH A BUNCH OF PAPERS AND
ALL WE'LL BE LEFT WITH
IS THE GLORY. WITH A sLY
FOX LIKE YOU, HOWEVER,

THERE WILL SURELY BE
SOMETHING LEFT FOR Us

TOO...AM I RIGHT?

STAYS BETWEEN Us...

INDEED, MR. CORTO... HALF OF MY PROFITS WILL BE
YOURS... LET'S START IMMEDIATELY... I'LL GIVE YOU
TEN THOUSAND OF THE TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS.
AFTER ALL,
BUSINESS
PARTNERS
SHOULD SHARE
HALF THE
RISKS TOO. IT'S A PLEASURE
NOZ TALKING WITH YOU,
MR. LEVI COLOMBIA!
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T'LL SEE YOU TOMORROW... WITH THE TICKETS FOR MAYBE IT WOULD BE
THE “MARANON,"” THE RIVER BOAT THAT GOES FROM BETTER IF YOU

RIO BAMBA TO MANAUS...I LEAVE STAYED WITH ME

IT YOU TO DECIDE IN MARACAIBO.
WHETHER TO Dls-

EMBARK BEFORE

IQUITOS...
IT's TOO
HOT HERE...
GOODBYE, LEVI
COLOMBIA!
HE TREATED YOU LIKE A LITTLE OLD AND WHY WOULD THAT BEZ... AREN'T
MAN... BUT ON THE OTHER HAND, YOU HERE TO
THIS TRIP COULD BE DANGEROUS... PROTECT ME?
EVEN FOR YOU, STEINER... MMMMH.. ..
DOESN'T WHAT ARE YOU
THIS SMELL COOKING?
Iclelo)vr4
SURPRISE...
SURPRISE...

YOUR FRIEND... LEVI COLOMBIA... SEEMS TO  WHO... LEVI COLOMBIAZ ... IN PARIS, MANY YEARS AGO...
HAVE A FEW SCREWS LOOSE... THEY'RE ALL  BUT FORGET ABOUT THAT NOW....
CRAZY FOR ELDORADO... ORELLANA, RALEIGH,  HERE'S A
NUNEZ, CORBETT, LEVI COLOMBIA, YOUR DELICIOUS
UNCLE, My GRANDMOTHER,  MUSHROOM Az’é“jgﬁ%‘j’é‘;ﬁ%m%iq
... AND NOW US! WHERE ~ RISOTTO. poiaidhl
DID YOU MEET HIM 2 f

I GAVE SOME TO THE CAT... DON‘T WORRY... IT'S WHAT'S
NOTHING DELICIOUS ... WHAT ARE THE
HAPPENED. WE DON'T HAVE YOU WAITING FORZ HURRY?

A CAT...
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NO...I LIKE THEM A LOT, 8UT
THEY'RE NOT EASY TO FIND HERE
IN MARACAIBO...

DELICIOUS!,..

HURRYZ... MEZ...
NO, I WAsS JUsT
SAYING...

I THOUGHT THEY
WERE GOOD...
BUT MAYBE
YOU WON'T LIKE
THEM!

THEY'RE SPECIAL
MUSHROOMS...
MEXICAN...

I DONT LIKE IT WHEN YOU LOOK AT ME THAT
WAY...BUT THEN I CAN'T SEE VERY WELL ANY
MORE, EITHER...I DON‘T UNDERSTAND

THIS STRANGE

DROWSINESS |

INEED TO
GO TO SLEEP...
WE'LL PREPARE
FOR OUR TRIP

IN THE
MORNING...
GOOD NIGHT,
CORTO
MALTESE!

GOOD NIGHT,
STEINER !

A FEW DAYS LATER,
ON THE RIVERBOAT
“"MARANON" GOING DOWN
THE PASTANZA RIVER IN
ECUADOR...





