T MIKE McCOY. MERCHANT MARINE starring in
STANDING, T'VE BEEN ALL OVER THE ASIATICS, I "
PLYING MY TRADE AND DEFENDING MY TITLE ¥
AS THE CHAMPION OF THE MERCHANT MACINE. "l
AND TVE SEEN A LOT OF STRANGE THINGS W _ LU

MY DAY, BUT THIS oNE MATCH T FoUeHT IN
TAIPE HAD “EM ALL BEAT, HANDPS DOWN.

SORRY, SAILOF.
NO FIGHTS.
MEEEBE MEXT TIME,
oKqY™T

JASFEE, FF
WE PoN'T GET INTO
A SCRAF SooN, T M4y
GET THE PELIFIYM TEEMENS. B
T CRAVES VIOLENCE ANP
A PIYCHECK.

OME FULL WEEK ME AND THE EEST OF THE CREW ._ THE LAST TIME WE WERE HEFE, SIX MONTHS AGO

FEOM THE PED AGNES WEEE DOCKED, AND T T RIN A VERITABLE GANTLET OF SOME OF THE

) HADN'T FICKED UF 4 SINGLE FIGHT. IV TAIFEL OF d MEANEST, TOUGHEST MAN-KILLERS T FVER CROSSED
ALL FLACFS! THE BEST ALL-AROUND FNVIRONMENT GLOVFS WITH. NOW ALL OF A SUPDEN, THE TOWN l g

FOR A HAM AND EGGER LIKE MYSELF. WAS BAREEN OF BOXERS, FYEN THE BANK AMATEURS. |
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VEAH, ANP THATS THE
STRANGE THING, IF You
] ASK ME. NORMALLY, WED
' BE BETTING OUR
= GHIETS ON THE ACTH
A\ oV oV
\ ALl UF AND POWN
\ THE PocKs.
I KNoW WHEEE g
WE Collp GfT " ik,
AFGHT. BUTT | a8
PIONT WAINT TO | 4 .
. FECOMMEND g (r ™

.""o., l‘I =
T

WHATT You KNEW AFodT
A FRACAS, AND You DIDN'T
SAY ANYTHINGT WHAT
KIND OF SHIPMATE ARE

You, avywity'™ -~
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ﬁ MIKE! TTL TELL Y. ¥ .- IT5 AT SHAN
N 75 JUST THAT, WELL... WANG'S PLACE.

WHNG S OFCHID HousE!
HoME To THE MosT
PANGEROyS,
UNSCRUFULOUS DEN
OF MUFDFEEES AND
CUTTHEOATS IV TAIFEL

I HAD FoXfp
THERE BEFOFE,
AND EYERY TIME T
FAFELY FSCAFPED
WITH MY LIFE.

SHAN WiNG WHS FUMORED TO BE A POWERFUL
SORCERER. HE ALSO LIKER TO FIX FigHTS. T PON'T
TOLERATE PIETY DOIN'G LIKE THAT. LAST TIME
WE WERE HERE, T FLATTENED HIS HAND-PICKED
KNUCKLE-DRAGGER IV 51X ROUNDS, INSTEAD OF
FLOFPING IN THE FIRST LIKE HE ASKED ME TO.
HE VOWED TO SLICE OFEN MY BELLY AND FEED
ME TO THE SHARKS THE NEXT TIME HE SAW ME

HE'S STIEL

PolK PIEs
PIGHT. IF HES Y
MAKiNG Fook

ON FIGHTERS, HE'S
THE ONLY ONE IV
TOWN. [FTS 60
SEE HIM AN SET
SOMETHING UP
FOR TOMIGHT.
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i . SANLOR MIKE!
g AN MY OLD FRIEND!
SHAV WivG
10 KILL ME
OV SIGHT.
INGTEAD....

SAY, WHNG, SEEIN' 45 How You AN'T STt

MAD AT ME I CoULD SURE USE 4 FiGHT. IF |
YOU CAN GUARANTEE ME TWO HUNPRED AND

FIFTY BUCKS, WiN OF LoSE, TTL TAKE =W
oW YOuR BrST MAN oK, BUT OF
CouRse! T wis
COUNTING O SEEING
You. TV THKEN STEFS

TO MOVE ALL OF THE
FIGHT ACTIoN To MY

WELL,

VoW, THIS 15 4 FEAL
SURPRISE. T 6UESS You
CAN'T JUPGE 4 Fook F‘P"

THE Eﬁfg IT 5IT5

T NEVER SEEN AnYon
50 PISTORTED AND
MISSHAPEN IN MY
E Ny LIFE. T FELT POWN-
- ' 2| BIGHT HINDSOME IV
Teor My FIRsT | I8 0 HIS FEFSENCE.
LOOK AT THE 0 o AR .
PAlookd I'D B
TRAPING

FFM’E ﬂd T THE CIH‘E
CHAMPTION! FEEADY THE EING! -‘:’-"ﬁi'fm.ﬁ"
MIKE McCo¥ 15 HERES

PosGON T, M
HES IF TO SOMETHING

I TEH H- -".I“"H'ﬁ-fhfﬂ"#'ﬂ

WORFY TOO MUK,
HE JUST NEEDED TO
SO0k PO 15 Al
FESIDES, WHIT CA
HE THEOW AT ME THAT
i s Ul
oW, I
Pon"T KWOW.
MAYEE THATT




COSMIC BALL TRYOUTS HAFFPEN ONCE IN A LIFETIME! AND SMALL-TOWN
BOYS KURT AND MIKE MAPE IT THROUGH EACH COMPETITIVE ROUNDP...BUT

ONE OF THESE LIFELONG FRIENPS HAS A SECRET...ANP, PERHAPS...
o/ PLAY,BALL|
e

— i NCILS ANBANKS= 1] {55
EéLfEﬁIHE I, _ | A ]@i-i-fﬁ'EiLilJ! I @ Tl
ety comers P (O | oy~ POITANO

TRYOUTS!

I KHNOW/S
WHO EVER WoOULP
HAVE THOUGHT WE'D
MAKE IT ALL THE
waAY HERE?/?

--I'VE HEARD
THAT SOUNP IN
YOUR VOICE .
BEFORE... - WE'RE BOTH
GREAT PLAYERS.
JUST STAY
FOCUSEDP ON THE
TRYOUTS.

YOU'RE
WORRIEP.

BUT...IF THEY FINP OUT... BUT WE'VE

ANOTHER. A OTHER, AND
- ] WE ALWAYS



THEY'RE
ALL cooDf
BUT KURT
AND MIKE...

THEY LOOK
THE PART,
TOO.

LET'Ss NEVER
FORGET THIs IS
ABOUT ENTERTAINMENT,
NOT JUST ATHLETIC
PROWESS/




TRIAL BY FIRE! TODAY W&
YOU'RE BLAPING P

\ sip CLOSE AND
A\ ALONGSIPE THE REAL PEEEHHAL:’

B — e :.. 1- ":':.
-~ JUST TAKE A -
a iy PEEF BFEATH,
- N _'1

TRIPLE
PLAY!

IN LIKE A
GLOVE!

HE'S NOT EVE
FAZED BY TH
FLAME-BOT/




