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THE ILLUSTRIOUS CAREER OF A CHESS-PLAYING AUTOMATON
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Hello
Mr‘s bm lbrahl.m--
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I} was a huge attraction
when T was a child-- though
Mo{her called ;i 3 hoax--

--3nd improper entertainment
For a young Lady, which only made
me want to see it all the more
of course--

N <
--and it seems

IU» final I.g get

my chance. p

) U

listen:

Dr. John Kearsley MLichaLL
cordially requests your Presence
at the First Private Revelation of
he Secrets of the Famous ;
Chess-Playing Automaton
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Dear Dr. and Mrs. ..

bin ibrahvm-
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7  This Looks "‘ [ (i ety
like something that AHE i Ot ¥ GENUINE
Al-Jazar, might i . ~T':"Rm*
have built. e
AT _;( ey (0 There once were H'\ousands g
o of automata like this

in Turkey--

- I thought theyd all
been lost or destroyed--
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I might have been
a coronation gift—
a chance for Hle. sultan

< That would e to display his

ma craffsmen's prowess
m g before the ﬂ
=

Europe,
r'i.ginaug.

it still works
after all

T think 1 was magician.

”790/5 in Ff‘ance_ . Of magloe E.k was
a clockmaker
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M Aar 1769
SCHONBRUNN PALACE, |aererare
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Your Majesty.
with your permission,
we are ready

J 1 R Il

7~ = .\
L HThen by a‘l<1 means, P;ﬂ'..} Z— AN N r.ﬂzlf*v
—\_ Herr von Kempelen. i — L n’ Sl g whiliy
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Let us see \

if your machine
can liveup to
your boasts,

£ . . ) Six months ago.

_ I¢ is bﬁt 1 trifle, E:gjeé“ﬂdﬂbd“-’f:_ Her Majesty, Empress Maria Theresa
% | OUrERGINESS: : CHsnal was visited by Monsieur felletier,
o | Still--I ]’\c}p(-T1 it f ,illgi:ﬁ 7 0 ;LD, ) 3 Frcnchrr'{an Thfalrer.f:ormed /

ST A proves amusing. Q@ 41 ‘£|/ some simple illusions
| | :

and tricks of magnetism.




When I was bold enough to imply

that T might be able to create
a superior illusion, Her
held me to my claims--

--and was gracious enough
to excuse me From my duties
overseeing the eastern
settlements.

Majesty

Tonight I present
the Empire's response
to France’s so-called
scientific superioriby--

-=3 machine capable of
imitating the intricacies
of the human brain--
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-~the worlds First
chess-playing automaton.
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N, -\ Jorcery, no doubt--

My gr‘andfafher
lost a leq Fighting
the Janissaries back
in 1683--
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A machine that
Plags chess?

|
f Prepos terous!
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Wl ll\ --the sheer audbeity,

ol bringing such a thing

ittt here--
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Twill present

the inner works

fFor your
inspection.
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In a moment,
T will select its
first opponent --

will provide the very

--and when set in motion
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A
| -~ ¢his machine
4

plays a unique game £
eachtime-- &&

[ --which mayonly
repeata set
course--

--and it competes
with all the skill
and ease of
a grandmaster

Every move is

carefully chosen,
3s though directed

y an unseen
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