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The surviving members of the first platoon under Frank Castle’s command 
met with author Michael Goodwin, who still had questions about the 
Punisher’s origin in the Vietnam War. In turn, Goodwin shared information 
from his interview with Colonel Letrong Giap, the last living N.V.A. 

commander from Castle’s first engagement.

While Lt. Castle made protecting his men his mission, Ly Quang, a solider 
favored by Giap, fixated on killing Americans in revenge for the massacre 
of her home village. Castle had caught her attention for requesting an 

airstrike that killed her comrades. 

She finally spotted his platoon and convinced commanding officer Cuong 
to order an attack. The Marines’ radio malfunctioned—Staff Sergeant 
Donald sold their spare battery—so there was barely time to call in a 
dangerously close airstrike. Castle stayed with his injured men and sent 

the rest ahead, which is when Ly found him.
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