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THE CHILD'S NAME IS BLINKY.
SHE IS AN ORPHAN AND AN
ALIEN, FAR FROM HOME, AND
IN BLACK BOLT'S CARE.

HER CAPTOR IS THE INHUMAN KNOWN AS LASH,
A WOULD-BE DESPOT WHOM BLACK BOLT SHOULD
HAVE DEALT WITH LONG AGO.

BLACK BOLT HAS FAILED TO
VANQUISH HIS ENEMY. FAILED TO
PROTECT HIS CHARGE. AGAIN.

HE WONDERS WHETHER HIS
LIFE IS ANYTHING OTHER
THAN A SUCCESSION OF
FAILURES.

W-WHAT
HAPPENED?
WHO WAS THAT?
WHY'D HE TAKE
THE KID?

HEY.
HEY! YOU'RE
SUPPOSED
TO BE THIS KID’S
GUARDIAN OR
SOMETHING,
RIGHT?

SO
WHY ARE YOU
SITTING HERE
MOPING?




SHOULD DO IS HAVE

“FIRST THING WE
YOU 'PHONE HOME."”

OH,
BLACK
BOLT. MY
APOLOGIES,
SIR. WHAT
DO--

HELLO?
EARTH TO INHUMANSVILLE

THAT BLUE KID! SHE GOT SNATCHED,
AND YOUR BOSS OR KING OR
WHATEVER NEEDS YOUR HELP.
THE GUY WHO TOOK HER WAS
HUGE. LASH, HE CALLED
HIMSELF.

ACK...

IN ANY CASE, I THINK WE CAN FIND
BLINKY, WHEN PANACEA HEALED fER,
SHE SENSED SOMETHING...STRANGE.
AND OUR SCANNERS CONFIRMED

THAT BLINKY HAD AN ODD ENERGY
SIGNATURE--ONE THAT WAS ALMOST
INHUMAN, ALTHOUGH THAT MAKES
NO SENSE. WHATEVER IT
IS, I M%)z’ BE ABLE TO

OR WHATEVER!

THIS IS
INTERIM LEADER ISO
ON A NEW ATTILAN SECURE
PRIORITY CHANNEL! WHO IS
THIS AND HOW DID

YOU GET ACCESS

LASH? SIR, I STARTED
TO TELL YOU BEFORE YOU
LEFT--WE'VE BEEN GETTING STRANGE
READINGS FOR WEEKS FROM THE
RUINED CITY OF OROLLAN, LASH'S
FORMER HOME. ALMOST LIKE
TERRIGEN PATTERNS,
BUT...CORRUPTED.

WE
HAVEN'T HAD
THE RESOURCES
TO INVESTIGATE, BUT
HE'S BEEN UP TO
SOMETHING.

AH. YES.
SHE'S DEFINITELY IN
OROLLAN. THEY'RE NOT
EVEN TRYING TO
HIDE IT.

WHICH
MEANS THAT IT'S
PROBABLY A

TRAP.







“.LEAST I
BROUGHT
MY FIGHTIN'
DUDS.”

BLACK BOLT FLIES INTO THE NIGHT, HIS DEAD FRIEND'S
WIFE BESIDE HIM. HE KNOWS THAT HE IS HEADING INTO A TRAP.

BUT HE CAN THINK ONLY OF THE CHILD THAT HE HAS ENDANGERED.

HE CAN ONLY HOPE
THAT HE IS NOT TOO
LATE TO SAVE HER.

SO THAT'S

GREENLAND, HUH?

DEFINITELY LOOKS
COLD.

YUP, THAT
LOOKS LIKE A
VILLAIN HQ. GOD
KNOWS T'VE SEEN THE
INSIDE OF ENOUGH OF
THEM. IlFWONDER

WHICHEVER
ONE OF YOU
SECOND-RATE
FREAKS DID
THAT--



--IS IN
FOR A WORLD
OF PAIN.

THEY ARE CALLED NUHUMANS--
RAISED AMONG HUMANKIND,
IGNORANT OF THEIR DISGUISED
AND DORMANT INHUMAN
HERITAGE, UNTIL BLACK BOLT
SET OFF A TERRIGEN BOMB
THAT REVEALED THEIR KIND
ACROSS THE GLOBE.

THEY LOOK AS IF THEY WANT TO KILL
HIM. AND BLACK BOLT CAN'T SAY
THAT THEY ARE WRONG TO WANT IT.

PERHAPS IT WOULD BE JUSTICE
TO LET HIMSELF BE CAPTURED
OR KILLED. PERHAPS IT IS WHAT
HE DESERVES.

BUT HE CANNOT ALLOW HIMSELF TO DIE.
FOR fIE #AS PLEDGED TO PROTECT HIS
NEW CHARGE. AND HE CANNOT KEEP
THAT PROMISE IF HE IS DEAD.

PERHAPS A PART OF
BLACK BOLT WISHES
FOR DEATH.

SO THE MIDNIGHT
KING FIGHTS.




