
MARY JANE!
THE RETURN OF

THE NEW

IRON 
SPIDER?!

When science geek Peter Parker was bitten by a radioactive spider, he was imbued with amazing abilities: the 

proportional strength and speed of a spider, adhesive fi ngertips and toes, and a precognitive awareness of danger called 

“spider-sense.” After inadvertently playing a part in the death of his Uncle Ben, Peter learned that with great power 

there must also come great responsibility, and now fi ghts crime as the web-slinging, wall-crawling wonder called...

Years ago, a mad scientist called the JACKAL cloned Peter Parker and created BEN REILLY, the original Scarlet Spider. 
Ben fought against him and for a time took up the mantle of the Amazing Spider-Man before sacrifi cing his life to save 
Peter’s. But his story didn’t end there. In an effort to perfect his cloning technology, the Jackal re-cloned and tortured Ben 
again and again.  Ben snapped, freed himself, and took over as the Jackal, hoping to use the villain’s tech to save the world.
 
Ben created the company New U. Claiming to deliver medical miracles, the company was really replacing ailing patients with near-perfect 
clones. One of these patients was an employee of Peter’s company, Parker Industries, named Jerry Salteres. Upon meeting the seemingly 
cured Jerry, Peter’s Spider-Sense went off, prompting him to investigate New U. There, he uncovered the dark truth: Ben has cloned nearly 
everyone who has died in Spider-Man’s life, from friends and loved ones like Gwen Stacy, Captain Stacy, and Jean DeWolff, to his worst 
enemies like Doctor Octopus and the Green Goblin, hoping to convince Peter to use Parker Industries’ reach to make New U global.
 
When Peter declined, Ben activated a deadly contingency plan. He sent out a signal that destabilized the clones’ bodies, making 

anyone around them vulnerable to the lethal Carrion virus!
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