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ROSTY PEAKS IN THE HUNTERHORNS. Tangled jungles on Par
Vollen. The marvelous tunnels of dwarven construction known as the

Deep Roads. From these distant ndgus of Thedas to the center of Chantry power

in Val Royeaux, blood has spilled.
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thie darkspawn scoung religion, be it belietin the Maker, the Con, or ammy remibser ol
kill everyone, borders be damned pantheons; elevated some societies to power and left others

im ashes.
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WELCOME TO THEDAS

A BRIEF HISTORY
OF THEDAS

The earliest known points of Thedosian history are documented
in partial texts and old stories that only hine at the reality of these
ancient times. Dalish keepers and the dwarven Shaperate speak
ol 2 Thiedas entinely devold of uimans, a tbmse whien clves .-'u,-nga'u,ui
mver thie land, and dwarves reled the -.:h:‘lr-@rmm;l

When himans came, -.-';':-r'..'lhn'@ |5 sabid o have n']1.1*'|g|:'d
What peace may oF may noat have existed gave way be all-out
war; and humans nearly destroyed the elves with the rise ol the
levinter Inupeaiunme. This first heman empine and ils worshap of
the Obd Gods spread across Thedas, The elves cither led 1o the
far reaches of the cominent or were enslaved.

The maght of the Tevinter magocracy was unguestion ed for
generations—until the Blight. Prevailing kneededge teaches that
the ginchecked r.'n.‘.,-r-.ul' the Teviner g bsters— -.r.,'n,'.l'..'j'll-..'.l'n:-u
attempt to boach the realm of the gods—iriggened this theeat 1o
all livimg thing=. This sin cormapted the magisters wheo entered the
Fade, returning them to the waking world as the hrst darkspawn
The Old Gods they met in the Fade were likewise cast out and

Iocked away undengroand

[

Tha CHd d2esds sre said i begis whispering 6o bemanity
Frovm tha Black ity They tesch the Dircarsers of The
Sermerian Uribars magic. Power dhills, and therer [eeanors
[ sty pofi o il Rim g asmoa g thieir people.

DRAGON AGE:

The darkspawn, twisted creatures of singalar purpose
gouaght to uncarth the trapped Old Gods, The first to wake was
Disrenak, who took the forms of a bl |5|:1|,-|,1 I"'.':h .,1:.19:_‘-" Enown as
an Archdemon He bed the daskspawn o the sarface, taking an
unspeakable todl pn the dwarves belore terrorizing the humans
and elves. Dumat brought humanity to the brink of destrusction
before a newly formed onder known as the Grey Wardens man
aged 1o defean the Archdemon and end his Blight.

The First Blighe lasted one hundred years, greatly weaken-
|n:.:*.]1u Ienperiam When |h-.--!1r.'||'|h.,'r Andraste bed an army of
Barharians to amack from the soiith, the Impserhim pis Inn:q.lr' had
fhie xlr._-ll:g;lll to defend itself, Andraste proclaimsed that magic
must serve hismanity mather than rude over i1, a direct « h.'ull».-.'u!.'u,-
b thee Tevinter way of life, Railing against the Imperial magisters,
Andraste called the Uid Gods lies and blamed their worship for the
Might Her teachings spread quickly, and much of the Imperium
crumbled before her armies. When Andraste bumed a1 the stake,
her ||'ur|}'rJ-:lrl| l.1|||'r fueled Eaith i her Cult of te Maker,

Al the start of the Divine Age, another Old God awoke and
i Second .'!-l:gl'.| 'h:.--l;n:'u. Emperor Dirakon, of the new natlon of
Qlelals, became buenanity's defendes, As he pushied back the dask-
spawn hordes with his armies, his own power Erew, ang with it,

thie influence of the Chankry be created i the name of Andraste,

The Alsroari tribes aross the Prowheck Msunizing wed swetls
i Lhie Lunds Bhat will sveniually bromms Fereldon. Slamarn
legaral says they were lleving o “duslos paldess ™ el = ol ars
eheve they wine escaping & nafunal dis e
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THE WORLD OF THEDAS

Dieakon enlisted mages, wiho eventually formed the Cocle
af .".i.l!'_\ll ||!-\;:\.' harmessed thear MAGE b smile the dar LEPAWT,
amd, "lll""!'-!:“"l". the Geey Wasdens, killed the Aschdeenon, The
Second Bl ||_,:|!|1 WA OVEr.

It was during these troubled times that the influence of
the Chantry spread and solidified across much of Thedas,
The religious body, which preached Andraste’s Chant of Light

and warship of the Maker, became o pawerful that even the

HISTORY OF THE EXALTED MARCHES

WELCOME TO THEDAS

Lvaperinerm comverted—although they woald Later split to form
thie I:'.!p-,—.n;.l Chantey owed .,E.Il:'.,-rm-_.; inberpaetatho ns -\.'r!-l'l'l.'|!,::{-5
role in sockely.

ver the HRES, three more ]'.||_.'_I'|1 ] ::_;n:'.n.'d anid threatened the
surface world, only to be stopped with aid from the Wardens
In between HIEI:'.:-, the Schism between the Chantry and the
Imperial Chanery led to a series of conflicts between Crrlais

il thee Imperium. Their warring accamplished litle for enther
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14 WELCOME TO THEDAS DRAGON AGE:

i M 2

pirees, and was put asade with the landing of 4 mysterioss new
race wha called themselves the Qunan,

The homied gianls, whi lollow a strange set of nﬁul iedeals,
I-'.I|.-|Hh| tis coavert Theslas to ghielr Wy af life, They |5-_|-\,-,|-..-w|f
superior technalogy, and in a great war, cut into the heare of
Thiedas. 'I'i.'ly.-.'lh-.' 1, the human nations of Thedas pushed the
Cluerari back to the continents fringes, r'q'r\a:n'.&1 a I:r.a._:l]:' prace
between the Chantry and the Oumar that ]1.1-.|,'\-|,-r-.-.-.||,~,1 fiae twis
ages, Crnly the Imperinm would not relent, and tensions with
the CFunari persast there.

|.|:| thie time the Fifth |'i|||gj|l struck in the |_'.'|I|:| VAR of the
Diragon Age, it had been generations since Thedas fced an
Archdemon. The Warden ranks were considerably thinner as
respect waned. Somehosw, two yoang Wardens and a united
Ferelden beat impossible odds to kill the new Archdempn and
stop thi Filth Hl:gh1 Erom -.pr-.::dmg across the comtlment

In the Free Marches and Orlais, meanwhile, tensions
retween the Circle of .".S.E!,"I and the Chantry arm of asthority
kmwm as thie fes Illll.ll""-\. W COMTLIEE 1o 4 hiead h]l-\.ll;|:.'.||"||,'.'||!-.:
eind of the Fifth Blight, an apostate mage destroyed 2 Chantry
tempie in Kirkwall. Further unnest in the Orbesian capital of 4o
Faovpeau led 10 a batthe in the city s Circle between templars and
Illgh-r.'u'.l:mg mxzes, When nwas revealed that the Divine, head
of the Chantry, bad all but supporved the mages in this conflict,

many templars and Seekers severed ties with the Chantry, spell

ing an uncerain futuare for all,

Thalsian, shu known as the Pl Prisd of

[harmal, i Eher firsk knosn person dowicld bloosd !
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THE WORLD OF THEDAS

This cnly scrapes the surfice of the continent’s long, storiad
histary, For a more detalbod aocount, see the tmeline of events
thixt mams the I:-u,-ng',h af this boak

GEOGRAPHY
& CLIMATE

Thedas i a vibrant, diverse land ol 15d desolation, verdant fonests,
amd frighd enowntaln ranges. Ofen climake and geography vary
widdy over shon distances, The volmide, voleamic marshland of
thir Mahashin Marshies in western Orrlais, forinstasice, coubld not
bear less stmilarity go che fertile Heartlands some three davs eass,

Cutting through the mididle of the continent is the Waking
Bea, a busy waterway lined with some of the continent’s higgest

cities, including Val Royeaus, Cumberand, and Kickwall, The

I Ihe Lisigdimns ol Seqimpenian aid levinler
wnltg aftew Darisias, High King of MNersmin s,
Eakes comitrol of the Tevinier Beone
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WELCOME TO THEDAS

sed connects o the mighty Amaranthine Ooean, so massie sl
marbislent amly the hravest dare ventune e off the coast

In the southern reghons, lemperateng ch AIMECH OO MIGEL
extreme, as heavy pn:'n.'lpil.mr-n 1pr!|~.‘ sovere rains, and, in
Ferclden especially, harsh winters, By contrast, heat reigns in
the north. This is most proncunced in the driest steppes of the
Anderiels. The inhespitable region oflers ligle mone than oppres
sive heat and blowing dust.

That which might lie beyand the known world is of great
itenest o schalars. Few people hinve explonsd and fewer have
documented the noetheen reaches —islands Like Seheran and
Par Viallen, and the me-:'m'l:r.ah'.c- |||11[.l_l-.-~; of the Donarks. Whai
lies still ferther north, and indeed, across thie Amaranthing, is
ariynne’s guess. The Chanard, relagiveby new to Thedas and perhaps

the only mce with the means to travel so far, adtively suppress

any knowledge of where they came fnom and why they leit.
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