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TASKMASTER

06 A detailed look at
Taskmaster's hood

and mask.
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mysterious
laskmaster Knows
Natasha's every
move and utilizes

photographic reflexes.
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Black Widow:.

11 Taskmaster makes
his Marvel Studios
movie debut in

Black Widow.
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) \;‘.’x l"‘r-'-_; . Fight coordinator James Young gives his insight into what makes

Black Widow such a unique experience.
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FLORENCE PUGH

YELENA BELOVA

FLORENCE PUGH

YELENA BELUVA

Florence Pugh talks family and being the no-nonsense assassin
that just gets it done.

FLORENCE PUGH

YELENA BELOVA

ow did you feel about joining the Marvel

Cimmematic Universe?

With any franchise it’s always slightly

daunting because of what you’re going to
bring and what are you going to play. I think for any
actor that is automatically going to be a big deal, whether
you personally watch them or you don’t. Everybody
grows up around the Marvel movies or watching them

or with some avid fan sibling that loves them.

Was 1t appealing how much the Marvel Cinematic
Universe has been expanding?

Totally. The very fact that they put Cate Shortland in
the director’s chair, who I never would have thought
would be helming one of these films, in front of one of
the most precious storylines i1s amazing. That in itself
is branching out. What we’ve been trying to explain
all along is it feels like Cate is just directing another
one of her films. It just happens to be with this mega
Marvel Cinematic Universe storyline behind it. I never
thought of those two crossing over that much. Also, the
storyline that we are telling 1s very horrifying. It's about
women that have been, essentially, abused and trained
up to be killing machines. As Scarlett said over and over,
this is the right time for her to be telling [Black Widow’s]
story. And we’re not shying away from the fact that this
story is essentially about women getting their life back. =
And 1t’s a Marvel Studios film, too. That’s pretty P

rare, and it’s very exciting to be a part of that. -

THE OFFICIAL MOVIE SPECIAL

Tell us about your character.
[ play Yelena, the annoying little sister that says everything
that comes to her mind with no consequences. When we
meet her she is kind of discovering the world in a new
light. She 1s hurt and complicated and acts out. When
she meets Scarlett’s character, Natasha, Yelena is kind of
rediscovering who she 1s after being in the Red Room
for so long. So together they realize that they’re both
suffering in very similar ways. There is a lovely and &
unique friendship between the two of them because they
are ultimately long-lost sisters. They repair one another
and each other’s holes 1n their lives. At the heart #
J

of it is this very brutal journey figuring out

who they are, and that’s something that I !,""r s

wouldn’t think would go together with so
many amazing explosions and guns and :
this and that. There actually 1s this very

sad story at the bottom of it. >
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“As dcarlett said over and
over, this is the right time for
telling (Black Widow's! story.”
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