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EXISTENTIAL CRISIS IN BLOSSOM
I had just spent nearly two months traveling through the
middle northern states. In town after town I found people
relentlessly beset by hardship and injustice.
And though I had met many wonderful people,
it had all taken its toll, and I found myself
sitting in my room every night or on long bus
rides just staring at the wallpaper or out the
window into nothingness.

A little R&R was required
or my next post might have
come from the bottom of
Lake Superior.

Blossom sits at the northern tip
of Michigan, along the southern
shore of Lake Superior, and east
of Keweenaw Bay and the L'Anse
Chippewa Indian Reservation.

It's a small town of 1,400 people, split pretty evenly between the
Chippewa and white folk, most of whom are of Scandinavian descent
and can literally trace their roots back to the fucking Vikings.

From Flint I came by bus,
which you all know is my
preferred mode of travel.
Not only do you get to
relax and see the country,
there're always interesting
people to meet.
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This time was no different, and I passed the ninehour bus ride losing a brand new toothbrush and
two boxes of granola bars in a poker game with
two Native American brothers.

I had intended on going on
to Winnipeg, but when we
pulled into the Blossom
Depot for a stretch, I knew
I had come far enough.

The main street of Blossom hugs the
shoreline of the lake and is lined by
weather-beaten, though immensely
charming, brick and wood buildings.

They have a decent tourist trade and
are famous for their Northern Lights
viewing barge which goes out nightly
from the Southbird Launch, which is
about five miles up the coast.

There's a free local shuttle
that will take you there
from the center of town.

4

Friendly should be the
town's middle name.
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