


ARK
DR ED M

SAM KIETH

coOLORIST: RONDA PATTISON | LeTTERER: SHAWN LEE
EDITOR: SCOTT DUNBIER | PUBLISHER: GREG GOLDSTEIN
BATMAN CREATED BY BOB KANE WITH BILL FINGER

COVER A COVER B COVER RI
ART BY SAM KIETH ART BY SAM KIETH ART BY KELLEY JONES
COLORS BY
MICHELLE MADSEN

Special thanks to Dan DiDio, Jim Lee, Michael McCalister, and Jamie Rich.

(] Facebook: facebook i ishing « Twitter: @i ishi
YouTube: youtube. i ishing Tumblr: tumblr.i ishing.com You ﬁ @
Greg Goldstein, President & Publisher + John Barber, Editor-in-Chief « Robbie Robbins, EVP/Sr. Art Director » Cara Morrison, Chief Financial
Officer » Matthew Ruzicka, Chief Accounting Officer « Anita Frazier, SVP of Sales and + David F Publisher * « Jerry

Bennington, VP of New Product Development « Lorelei Bunjes, VP of Digital Servlces Justin Eisinger, Editorial Director, Graphic Novels and
Collections * Eric Moss, Sr. Director, Licensing & Business Development

www.IDWPUBLISHING.com S

Bob Harras, Senior VP - Editor-in-Chief, DC Comics * Pat McCallum, Executive Editor, DC Comics * Dan DiDio, Publisher ¢+ Jim Lee, Publisher & Chief Creative Officer + Amit Desai, Executive VP — Business & Marketing
Strategy, Direct to Consumer & Global Franchise Management « Bobbie Chase, VP & Executive Editor, Young Reader & Talent Deve\opment Mark Chiarello, Senior VP — Art, Design & Collected Editions * John Cunnmgham
Senior VP - Sales & Trade Marketing * Briar Darden, VP — Business Affairs « Anne DePies, Senior VP — Business Strategy, Finance & Administration « Don Falletti, VP - Manulacturmg Operations * Lawrence Ganem,

Editorial Administration & Talent Relations * Alison Glll Semor VP - & O * Jason VP - Business Strategy & Finance * Hank Kanalz, Senior VP - Editorial Strategy & Administration « Jay
Kogan, Senior VP — Legal Aﬁa\rs Nick J. i VP - M: ion ¢ Lisette Osterloh, VP — Digital Marketing & Events » Eddie Scannell, VP — Consumer Marketing * Courtney Simmons, Senior VP —
Publicity & C: Jim (Ski) i, VP — Com\c Book Spema\ly Sales & Trade Marketing * Nancy Spears, VP - Mass, Book, Digital Sales & Trade Marketing * Michele R. Wells, VP — Content Siralegy

BATMAN/THE MAXX: ARKHAM DREAMS #2. 0CTOBER 2018. FIRST PRINTING. THE MAXX is ™ & © 2018 Sam Kieth. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. DC LOGO, BATMAN and all related characters and elements © & ™ DC Comics. All Rights
Reserved. © 2018 Idea and Design Works, LLC. All Rights Reserved. IDW Publishing, a division of Idea and Design Works, LLC. Editorial offices: 2765 Truxtun Road, San Diego, CA 92106. The IDW logo is registered in the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office. Any similarities to persons living or dead are purely coincidental. With the exception of artwork used for review purposes, none of the contents of this publication may be reprinted without the permission of Idea and
Design Works, LLC. Printed in Canada. IDW Publishing does not read or accept unsolicited submissions of ideas, stories, or artwork.



OUR MINDS ARE LINKED, BOUND
TO THE STRANGER IN A B
CAPE. HOW DID WE GET HERE.?

SOMETHING ABOUT A MAD SCIENTIST,
CRAZY EXPERIMENTS ON VILLAINS IN THE
BASEMENT OF A DILAPIDATED ASYLUM.
ONE T MANAGED TO ESCAPE FROM

’

.THE JUNGLE QUEEN'S VOICE i
POLINDING IN MY BRAIN, CALLING / / % /’//// w—
ME BACK FROM THIS NIGHTMARE, ;_;
HER SAFE VOICE, HER 500THING
EVES, BECKONING ME ONWARDS...

...FOR T AM
THE MAXX...

AND THE
TBACK'S
MADNESS 15
WHAT T CALL
HOME.




CONFLISED AGAIN. WHERE WAS T BEFOREZ

BATMAN

— = ...BUT THE BA
50METHING... - LI5ED SOMETHING ELSE.

ITCHING ON
THE BACK OF
MY HEAD.

WAIT, T REMEMBER... THE OLTBACK. SWALLOWED

BY THE DEADLY AIR-BLOW-FISH. S— _
e

S N TO ESCAPE... ,—l

WHAT THE
HELL HAVE
YOU DONE
TO HIMZ

CONTROLLED
ELECTRICAL SNAPS
ARE STIMLILATING HIS
BRAIN, INVERTING HIS
PSYCHE—UNFORTUNATELY
IT DOESN'T APPEAR TO BE
VERY... COMFORTABLE

FOR HIM.

STOP IT.
LOATHSOME A5
THE PENGUIN 15,

HE DOESN'T
DESERVE THIS.

s,

IT'5 A

BOOMERANG,

BT IT ALS0
CUTS.

WAIT—THE
BLOWFISH HAS
CHANGED! I
REMEMBER THIS
GUY'S FACE FROM
SOMEWHERE...




ENOLIGH/
MUST BREAK
FREE—MUST
ESCAPE THIS

WORLD/

MAXX, WAIT/
RIPPING OUT
THOSE ELECTRODES
COULD CAUSE
PERMANENT
DAMAGE.

THIS ISN'T THE
OLUTBACK I KNOW.
THE JUNGLE QUEEN
WOLILD NEVER—THIS
15 ALL WRONG, ALL
WRONG/

DISPARLI,
I'M CALLING
SECURITY—

Now:?

ARE YOU
INSANEZ THESE
EXPERIMENTS
HAVE GONE OFF
THE RAILS/ CALM DOWN.
59 THERE'S A SENSOR
PLUGGED IN TO
TRACK HIM, AND HE'S
STILL LINKED INTO
THE OUTBACK, 50 NO
MATTER WHERE HE
GOES},\]EHERE'S

SECLRITY'S
A SKELETON OF
ITS FORMER SELF
AFTER HOURS—
BLDGETARY
CUTS, SADLY.
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| "...ESCAPE.”

'S0 WHERE
ARE WE NOW=Z"

| “TRAILING BEHIND *THIS 15 THE DREADED
AN AIR WHALE.” PLOP N’ POP. THEY CAN
ONLY BE SUBDUED BY

FORCEFLL, PROLONGED
PHYSICAL CONTACT.

MM
l | "

CREATLIRE WE'RE TRYING b
TO HANG ONTO?” :

“T TAKE IT THIS
ONE DOESN'T
WANT A HUG=Z "




DON'T WE
JUST LEAVE
IT ALONE?Z

OTHERWISE IT'D RIP
OUR SPINES OUT
AND EAT OUR
ENTRAILS.

. \ ¥ — f/_
BECAUSE \
IT DEMANDS /f X kﬁ;
PHYSICAL CONTACT - \ 2

TALK ABOUT

NEEDY. WHY 15

IT CALLED PLOP
N’ POPZ

K B o0 — |V EACH PERSON'S
S —- \ OUTBACK CONTAINS
STUPID o 2 CHIEY CAN BEOIN
QUESTION. Q ) 2 e TO FATHOM.
e ¥ 5
S v TROUBLE
% (5] . 15, WE DON'T
o s % I5... VET.
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