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Michael Goodwin is the author of Valley Forge, Valley Forge, a 
nonfiction book on the Vietnam War relating the story of the death 
of Goodwin’s brother and how Frank Castle became the Punisher. 
Now, Goodwin wants to go back to the start, so he found the 
surviving members of the first platoon assigned to Lt. Castle.

 
He had no combat experience when he took command, and his troop 
was neglected, tired, and disillusioned. But Castle started 
winning them over when he requested an airstrike, lying about 

the reason for it, to protect his men.
 

What the members of Castle’s platoon didn’t know was the other 
side of the story, which Goodwin found from other sources. Ly was 
a sniper, highly valued by Senior Colonel Letrong Giap for her 
intelligence and skill, but she took her work personally. When 
a broad-shouldered Marine in her sight called in an airstrike, 

killing her comrades, she vowed to remember him.
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