My people

are a cooperative

clade species.

A clade
is a common
ancestor species

On Earth,
the clade hominini
would include all the
species of human,
australopithecine
and chimp.

So imagine an
Earth where all the
versions of humans--Homo
sapiens, Neanderthals,
Denisovans, floresiensis
and the rest--evolved

and all its linear - and lived fogether.
subspecies. - / >

Hog're \ 7 Thousands 4
you daing of years ago, an Y ]
expedition was sent |g% T included
from my world 2 representatives
to yours. from all five
: clades.

I'm...okay. Now
I know why you're a
| different size and
| structure than Kenesha
\ and John whoever.
Keep going.

There's a
thing called The Gaian
Bottleneck. Put simply,
[l it means that life rarely
evolves quickly enough
B to survive.

&7 SRR - = This is a cold
\\\ : et J universe. There is
; g . : i . very little life in
it. 1t's hard to
stay alive.
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Our
expedition went
bad, you could
say. Our vehicle

got scuttled.

And there was
no rescue. Nobody
came looking for us.
Interstellar flight is
expensive. Interstellar
communication is
difficult. We were
assumed lost.

We learned
that Earth had very
early intelligent tool-
using life, and came to
look. You were so rare,
you see? And you may
not have been
here long.
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So, some of us decided
that, since we were stuck here,
that we would help. We work
to try and get the human race
past the bottleneck.

I combine the
materials of my people
with the breaking edge of
human technology fo uplift
you all. That's Halo. That's
my Main Project.

Still
with me?

Yeah. My head hurts
about as much as the
rest of me, and 1 feel
like you just gave me

the easy-reader
version--

--but yeah,
I'm still with
you. You're an

alien. So are two
of your friends.

Now what?

/ Okay. So. I owe you.
I owe you my life. And, if
I'm completely honest, 1
want to know what you've

got in there. For the
\ Main Project.

So, I've
Jjust given you
power over me
by telling you

the truth.

- give me a sense of
what they've achieved, what
they've stolen from other people,
what we can do with it for other
people, and how likely it is that
they know how to kill me. 4

Okay. 3
Free rein? No
questions?
Whatever
you've got?

I'll also
give you access
to my lab, and
anything you
want there, in

and on only one
condition. /¢

full data dump
off your suit
now, and another
wWhen you think
you're done.

Just
the data.

Yeah. 1
< think you're
probably a

first dump will
let me know how

advanced 10
really are. That's

useful to me.




You didn't
tell her what
the expedition

Well. She
called it the

\\ “easy-reader

version.”

So, ho, you didn't tell
her everything. You left out
a lot of things.

I'm
thankful for
that. You can't
be trusted once
there's whisky
inside you.

She is incredibly
smart, very adaptable
and maybe a little

bit crazy.

I don't know

that any of you
could kill her if she |
decided we were
too scary to live.

So, yes, I left
out a lot.

I like her. I can
use her. And she
flat out terrifies
me. Let's stick with
the version where
we're ancient space
travelers stuck on
Earth, and never
explain why.




Foooooood,
Mitch.
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\ \ i, \
Mitch. What | \,‘\\ T i \\‘l‘
was the affirmative \ |\ PN N U
phrase of the week? | |
I posted it on the
board. |t wasn't
“sure,” was it?

( Don't. ! Bring me
\ Please. food.

We isolated the
[ fraction of a second
before he got the
mask on and stood
up, compiled a facial

approximation, ran
it through the
system.

the Razors footage.
We have a hit on one
of the wild CAT. The
one with the rag
L\ over his face?
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