.. BATTLED THE
*PERFORMANCE CRIMINAL
COLLECTIVE®™ KNOWN AS
ARTCRIME, WHO MANIFEST
GIANT FIGURES OF
SURREALIST

™ BUILDING FACADES (b
- AND CLOCK'S -
THROUGHOUT ciry Qs

~ 7\ i}—l___‘_ | CENTER.

IT'S A FUNNY WORLD., I MOSTLY THINK
ABOUT VAMPIRES DURING BREAKFAST. J

|'E=E ===
DENIS ARDISIAN IS A
PROFESSIONAL RENFIELD, .
CONTRACTING WITH VAMPIRES [
AND OTHER QUASI-IMMORTALS ==
TO ASSIST WITH THEIR
FINANCIAL HOLDINGS.

=] B

IMMORTALS LIKE TO |||
wm TG ﬂ-fEi-l--l- |
o ';‘.L‘;?q.; w—

=
i
-

.=« THEN REAPPEAR CLAIMING

TO BE THEIR OWN DESCENDANT,
INHERITING THEIR WEALTH. THIS
USED TO BE DONE BY FRAUD...

— e e —

=

h

.. BUT IN RECENT YEARS, THEY'VE

' l,.-“; ARRANGED TO TRANSFER THEIR
/’ HOLDINGS AT DEATH OR SEEMING
DEATH TO SOMEONE LIKE DENIS, WHO

THEN DEEDS THEM BACK TO THE NEW
IDENTITY, MINUS 4 SMALL COMMISSION.
IT'S A GROWING FIELD ON SHADOW

HILL, DUE TO THE PROTECTIONS WE

HAVE AGAINST VAMPIRES WHO GET
CRABBY ABOUT THE COMMISSIONS.




— T

ANYWAY, THERE ARE SOME
NEW CONCERNS OVER WHAT HAPFENS
WHEN A VAMPIRE DIES PERMANENTLY...

i

|
.50 I WAS WORKING |
= OUT SOME NEW |
CONTRACT LANGUAGE. ).
1 |

FOR THAT THING I e

TONIGHT AT,..

- +

YOU KNOW,

IF YOU LIVED
DOWN HERE, YOU'D
BE CONMNECTED TO THE
WIDER WORLD MORE.
MORE TO DO, NOT SO
MUCH SHUTTLING
BACK AND
FORTH.

I LIKE MY
HOUSE, AND

JUST FINE.

I'M CONNECTED

THINK ABOUT
GALLERIES, LIVE
DRAMA. SPUR-OF-

THE-MOMENT
b, DINING.

N say AsTRO CiTY's
HEROES MAKE US
EVEN SAFER THAN T, .
YORK OR LOS Apats
ANGELES! i FE

TOM THINKS
4 I'M SCARED OF
SUPERHERCES...

s THAT I DON'T WANT TO LIVE
DOWNTOWN BECALUSE OF SOME
TRAUMA I WENT THROUGH
DURING A BATTLE YEARS BACK.

I'VE TOLD HiM

S THAT'S NOT IT,
BUT HE DOESN'T
REALLY GET IT.




I ADMIRE THE
HEROES, I THINK
THEY'RE AMAZING.

IT DOESN'T EVEN BOTHER ME
THAT WINGED VICTORY
LOOKS LIKE SHE'S BARELY
AGED A DAY IN THE LAST 20
YEARS, EVEN THOLUIGH I HAVE.

2z \
VAMPIRES AND GHOSTS |

GET YOU USED TO
THAT KIND OF THING. /

A VS

IT'S JUST... /

I TELL THEM WE'RE
FLANNING TO HAVE
FRIENDS VISIT AND
WATCH THE WORLD
SERIES THIS
WEEKEND. THEY SAY
THEY'LL SET IT UP.

Ad

| 1 cALL THE HOSPICE

<ol DON'T WANT TO
HAVE TO DEPEND ON
THEM. TO HOPE

| THEY'RE THERE WHEN &
AND IF I NEED THEM. &

Fi

I WANT TO DEPEND I
ON MYSELF. i a

7
F

TOM FREAKS OUT
ABOUT THE OCCLALT
CREATURES THAT LIVE
ON SHADOW HILL...

=_‘_ -

<+« BUT THEM; I KNOW
HOW TO HANDLE. I CAN
SAFEGUARD MYSELF.

—

% |
N F[ .
T e

TP

TO TALK ABOUT PAPA. HE'S DOING WELL, THEY

SAY, BUT NO CHANGES.

i o
i, S, ik Tl . T,

THANKS. 1
APPRECIATE

I LIKE TO CALL WHEN

I'M OFF THE HILL,
BECAUSE TALKING
ABOUT PAPA MAKES
ME THINK OF MAMA...

o

7,




- AND OFF THE HILL, e

SHE'S LL;:EEE I_FHHELF =t e 8 gﬁ? I F%EL E;_.'..I'.ILT}“.';

Tﬂ M ﬁ & " . - Hq ”ﬂ Eﬂl 5
' : TO CHANGE, AND

T I'Y NOT GOING TO BE .
| ¥ -
I GUESS WE WERE - T EVERYTHING SHE WANTS,
/H| TOO CLOSE. " 4 ]

BUT I DON'T
HAVE THE TIME

I CAN FEEL HER DISAPPROVAL
AND WORRY. THAT I MIGHT

L.EE:";EH THE ;‘E‘;}j‘g THAT MY Pk

iy 80 NEND WON'T

GIVE HER GRANDCHILDREN., WORLD WE GET.

| HEY, MARTA.\ B SORRY, TRAFFIC Y
BUNCH & WAS BAD AROUND |
A OF CALLS DARBYVILLE.
ALREADY [ N

/.

MAYBE. THAT RAITHA
McCANN HAS CALLED
TWICE. SAYS IT'S
URGENT. 1 COULD
HEAR THE
LUINDERLINES. SHE

SENT OVER
A PACKAGE,
TOO. AND GET




T WALKED
IN BY ITSELF.
STUBBY LITTLE LEGS
ON THE CORMNERS,
o THEY ROLLED UP AND
N BLEW AWAY WHEN I ©
FICKED IT UF. &8

OKAY. FIVE MINUTES — -
' IT LOOKS LIKE SOME SORT IT DOESN'T SEEM LIKE

TO GET SETTLED IN
THEN GET HER ON OF...MAGIC SPELLS, I GLUESS. SOMETHING YOU'D

THE PHOME. : SOME OF IT"S IN NO ALPHABET NEED A LAWYER FOR.
' I'VE EVER SEEN, SOME OF
IT'S IN IDIOMATIC ENGLISH...

<+ AND SOME'S WHAT
I'M GUESSING jS A
LITERAL TRANSLATION,
CHOPEY AND HARD

TO MAKE SENSE OF.

RAITHA McCANN.
YOU GET THE
PACKAGE?

I WONDER, MOMENTARILY,;
IF THIS HAS ANYTHING

TO DO WITH THE CASE
I'M HANDLING FOR

THE HANGED MAN.

I DID, BUT...IS IT '— —_/WELL, IT'S NOT REALLY N
REALLY...? pi— IN MY USUAL AREA, BUT
INTERESTING. I BUESS
SPELLS, YES, MY # r
BOSS /5 HAVING SOME L gl
TROUBLE OVER LEGAL
INTERPRETATIONS OF
THE TEXT. YOU THINK
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