LESEND; THAT A SIMPLE SILT DISPLAY,
THAT COULD EASILY PASS FOR ANY
EOUTINE MERCHANT OR ADMINISTRATOR'S
SIEN MIGHT FORETELL OF WONDERS
HICTEN N THIS DRAB CONSTRUCTION.

JIL'.

LEGEND: THAT FOR SOME SELECT OTHERES,
THE BUILING SILENTLY FASSES
JUDGMENT AND GREANTS ACCESS.

LEGEND: SURELY EXAGEERATION; THAT
MOBSTER ANC MEDIA REFRESENTATIVE
ALIKE HAVE ASSAILED THIS ENTRANCE, AND

UTTERLY FAILED TO GAIN ENTREY.

YES, IT IS VIVID LESENDEY:
THAT NOW AFPEARS OVEN:
IT /& THE CASE THAT SOME
WHO APPROACH THIS PLACE
AFPEAR TO HAVE A FROFER
PURFPOSE THAT SLARANTEES
THEM ENTEY.




BUT WHEN CEALING WITH
APFE,

oA A e JhE FOR THE BLEEK STREET
WISEST TO BE FREFARED CETREESS-BASE OF
= T - CORPSE-SKINNED CHAMPION
T BE-PROVEN WRONS. OF VIRTUE, RICHARD HENRY
BENSON, THE DEAD-EYED MAN
KNOWN AS THE AVENGER.

AMD DEFY

&

N
APPEARANCES IS
HALLMAREK OF HI
| WAR AGAINST
: CRIME!
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/
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FELLOWS, WE HAVE ‘=5
AN INTELDER! I'VE
S0T THIS ONE!
SORERY |F YOU'RE
My REAL BOSS,
TER!

IWE S0T THE EEAL

I'M THE

CHUMS : REAL
RICHARLYS TRADEMARK BENSON! SMITTY,

SILLY-SKIN/ EELEASE ME!

you

— MAAY ¥

Sl CON'T, COLE! I

BN THINK WE HAVE
A SURFPLUS
FROBLEM.

COLE, HONEY,
THAT IS A SERIOUS
UNDERSTATEMENT!

ONLY ONE MAN cOULD

BOTH IMFERSOMNATE ME
AND DEVISE A SIMLLATION
OF MY PLASTIC FLESH.

L O PIERCE LONNE.
; *“X’\i : IT's 00D TO
: AN SEE YOU, MY OLD

HE GOT IN_ FRIEND.
LUCKY ONE, ¥ -
ELLIE, 1 WAS

RAC

CTED,

HELLO, RICHARD,
SINCERE APOLOGIES
FOR THE DISTURBING
ENTRANCE —-THIS IS

WHAT YOU USUALLY DO

TO OTHER FOLK!

ATHEOTE SMITH,

S0 IT'Ss ME/ THE
EEST OF YOU,
STAND DOWN!

ANYOMNE SEE ME
COMING HERE.
AND THE ARTIST [N ME
COULDN'T RESIST SEEING
FOR A MOMENT IF YOUR

FIELD
TESTING MY NEW
PRODPUCTS--
JUST LIKE THE
oLD Days!




*THE OLD DAYS', THEY BEGAN WHEN
EICHARD BENSON, NEWLY CAST BY
ACCIDENT INTO THE AVENGER, SOUSHT
OUT THE FAMOUS PIERCE LONMNE: THE
ESREATEST MAKE-UFP MAM AND ACTOR
IN THE HOLLYWOOD THEILLER SEMEE,

WEEE ONES LONNE WOLLLD NEVER FORGET;
THE COMINGLED AMAZEMENT AND HOREEORE
OF UNDERSTANDING THE POTENTIAL OF A 1
MAN WITH PLASTIC FEATURES. BENSON WAS
A MAKE-UF AUTEUR'S FANTASY COME TO
WARPED LIFE.

THE INITIAL MEETINGS AND DISCUSSIONS !f

‘.

THE TWO MEN'S GENIUS FOR PRACTICAL |5 S

22| INVENTION AND GADGETRY ALSO EMERGED oy,
AS A FOWERFUL CONNECTIVE TISSLUE e — T

BETWEEN THEM. THE CLIMBING-ELOVES {F

LONNE LATER USED IN TERROR OF THE

SPIDER WERE ONE OF SEVERAL SHARED

CREEATIVE CHILDREN.

/ THE COLLABORATION WAS INTENSE,
RICHARD BENSON, THE POLYMATH OF [,
MULTIPLE SKILLS, WAS TRAINED ==X
GQUICKLY AND WELL; CASTIGATED AND
CORRECTED BY A MAN WHO WaS THE
WORLD'S GREATEST EXFONENT OF
ARTS THAT BENSOM KMEW NOTHING
OF THE EXFERIENCE TELLY TESTED
BOTH OF THEM.




HOURS OF TECHMICAL KNOWLEDGE,

MIND AND MEMORY OF BENSON.

/ B\\ S
BUT SUCH STRESSES COULD NOT
EVEN COME CLOSE TO THREATENING
THE POWERFUL, TERRBLE BOND OF
SAD UNCERSTANDING THAT JOINED
THE TWO: LONNE SAW A MAN DRAPED

IN A TRASEDY HE WOULD NEVER
THEOW OFF

A TRAGEDY THAT LONNE COULD
HIMSELF TOO EASILY IMAZINE;
THE LOSS OF THE MOST DEAR
THINGS IN THE WORELD TO A
HUSBAND AMD FATHER.

J—

THE LESSONS [N ACTING AND MIMICEY
BESAN. THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF

PROFESSIONALLY DISTILLED BY LONNE
FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE RAZOR-SHARP

MANY YEARS, THAT OF STLDENT |IT WAS AN
ENVIRONMENT THAT GENERATED RARE, RELAXED
SUFPORT FOR BENSON.

o

—

————

e &=

&

BENSON FINALLY CONQUERED THE AETS IN WHICH ®

PIERCE LONNE TUTORED HIM. BENSON COLLD
REFLICATE THE DOMINMANT VOCAL, LINGUISTIC

AND PHYSICAL TRAITS OF A TARGET FREOM THE
BERIEFEST OF ENCOUNTERS. HE WAS READY,

AS MUCH AS HE HAD COME TO

L ENJOY SPENDING TIME WITH

=g, HIS TEACHER, HIS FRIEND,

FIERCE LONNE, IT WAS TIME TO
MOVE BACK TO THE WAR

| ASAINST CRIMIMALITY.
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