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ODETTA HI}LMES IS A COMPLICATED WOMAN. AT TIMES, SHE
SEEMS LIKE A POLITE, MILD-MANNERED, COLLEGE STUDENT
vving 1w Mew  York Oy, AT  OTHER TIMES,  HER
PERSONALITY TURNS ANGRY AND DARK AND SHE DISAPPEARS
FOR DAYS AT A TiME. Operta’s soyFrIEND, BEN, 1S GETTING
FED UP WITH HER DISAPPEARING ACT. AND HER FAMILY IS
STARTING TO WORRY. “

“WhHaatr  1s HApPEniNG WITH  Opetta? IN ORDER 71O
UNDERSTAND IT, WE HAVE TO GO BACK TO THE BEGINNING.

OperTa was Born 1IN Mississiepi v 1938 10 Dnm AND
Sarad Warker Hoimes, THE HoLMES FAMILY WAS VERY
WELL 7o Do, witH Doctor Dan Howves rRunmning A+
. SUCCESSFUL DENTAL PRAcCTICE. ODETTA LED A HAPPY
. CHILDHOOD—THAT IS, UNTIL THE EVENTS oF IViarcH oF 1944,

On A TRIP TO HER Aunt Brur's weppine, THE HoLwmEes
FAMILY WAS ATTACKED BY A WHITE SUPREMACIST GANG LED BY
A MYSTERIOUS MAN caiLLep Waiter. WAaALTER TRIED TO
KIDNAP THE YOUNG U!EIETTﬂ AND SPOKE DF RIDDING THE K.ﬂ‘; OF
HER—A WORD SHE HAD NEVER HEARD BEFORE. LUCKILY,
Operta AnD THE HOLMES FAMILY WERE SAVED BY THE LEAGUE
ofF THE GiLeapites, Lep By Bert ALBueno, Bur WaLter
CALLED HiM BY A DIFFERENT name: CuTtHBeRrT ALLGOOD.

WHy 1s Opetta so speciaL? WHO WERE THESE MYSTERIOUS
MeEN? AND wWHY DO THEY WANT HER DEAD?
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She just cannot grasp
why such a magnificent
gift is being given to
someone else.

She has never been given
apretty tea party plate
of such magnificence. Why
does Aunt Blue deserve it
when Odetta has been
bypassed?

T‘he plate. I remember the
plate. The “forspecial” plate
because it was for somebody
special on their special day.

. God, Odetta hates that forspecial
. plate. She stares at it with cold
fury. She doesn't understand that
it's a gift from my parents to Aunt
Blue and her brand-new husband...

All right, that's
not quite true.
She knows it's
adgift.

Thanks for
the lovely plate,
Odetta.

My ma
and dad gave
it to you, Uncle

well,
it's from all

Ihaven't
hugged my

That's you,
sweetie.
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"Why does she get the
forspecial plate?" wonders
Odetta. "I'm special. I

should have it.”
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"T would have the best . R ¥ "And :all my f-?‘lt:ends,
tea parties. The most i } o ) ; they'd say--
@ bestest. * ¢

i f

*.

Y8 "I wouldinvite all my bestest
i friends. We would have tea and
© cupcakes and we wouldn't invite
Aunt Blue because she'd just

° try and take the plate back.

Why not
do outside and

play with the oth
children?

"T should have
that plate.”




It is the next day as we
prepare to take a train
to New York City. My mind
remains with the plate.

With all that
luggage of ours you're
carrying? You're lucky
if you fit, Mr. Howard!
Besides, we already
- called a cab.

Okay, then!
Meet you at
the station!

My father tells me about
how my face will glow when
I see the animals dance on
the Central Park clock. I
ask if that will hurt
and he laughs.

¥ Moments later we're
,:,* all laughing as the
_ | cabbie pulls up...

A And then sees
/1 that his fare is
4 colored. And he
drives off like
his head is on
'« . fire and his ass
e mit is catching.

Daddy,
was that

our cab?
Shouldn't
we be in
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