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THAT'S HOW GQUICKLY YOU
CAN WIN OR LOSE.

THEY SAY THE TIP OF A
FENCER'S BLADE S THE
FASTEST THING AT THE
OLYMPICS, OTHER THAN
THE MARKSMAN'S
BULLET.

WATCHING FROM THE
SIDELINES, IT JUsT

LOOKS LIKE A BLUR.

CONNECTICUT

EGIONAL CIRCU
2018 SEasoN
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EPEE COACH
(part time)

WHERE'S YOUR
COACH?

HERE IT
I5. NICHOLAS
OX, UNDER-165
INDIVIDUAL
EPEE--

--YOU'RE
UP AGAINST SEIJI
KATAYAMA IN YOUR
FIRST ELIMINATION
ROUND?




YOU LIKE SHORT
TOURNAMENTS?

I HEARD THAT AT
WORLDS, THEY DO
WEAPONS CHECK THE
NIGHT BEFORE, IN
THE HOTEL.

A

%)

HOW CAN
WEAPONS CHECK
TAKE TWO HOURS? ALL
THE MORNING BOUTS
ARE RUNNING BEHIND.

KYLE, WE ALL ALREADY KNOW
me YOUR COUSIN COMPETED
AT WORLDS.

.' ? i B ]

-

/ “My COUSIN
SAYS THAT AT
WORLDS..."

i "DID I EVER :

TELL YOU ABOUT
THE TIME AT
WORLDS..."

TALENT RUNS
MY FAMILY.

I'M JUST SAYING

HEY, KYLE,
RAHUL. CHECK
OUT THAT

GUY.

DO

IN




HEH. THERE'S
ALWAYS SOMEONE
FROM A CRAPPY LOCAL
| CLUB WHO TURNS UP THINKING
3 THEY CAN WIN A TOURNAMENT.

| 1's 4 rooM FuLL OF
RIVALS, LOOKING FOR
WEAKNESS.

ALL THE ROUNDS ARE SUDDEN | £
DEATH ROUNDS. ONE LOSS [
AND YOU'RE OUT.

My FIRST MEeT, DIsTRICT |} | e -
ONE, INDIVIDUAL EPEE. \ IT'S NOT LIKE FENCING
: BACK HOME.

R

BUT I KNOW
ONE THING.

THEY DON'T KNOW ME, AND
I DON'T KNOW THEM.
A | &

THOSE SHOES
LOOK LIKE THEY
CAME FROM
GOODWILL.




THEY'RE GOOD LEAVE IT. HE'S NOT
ENOUEH TO " MAKING IT PAST FIRST
BEAT YOU.  al ROUND. HE'S THE

= OHESFEUHCING
ElL.

YOU'RE
FENCING

METAPHORICALLY. )
FPROBABLY.

YOU DON'T OH MY 600,
KNOW WHO IT'S REALLY
SEIN 157 HIM. IT'5--

SHUT UP, HE'S

WHAT'S
SO 600D
ABOUT THIS

SELI 6UY,
ANYWAY?




SELI
KATAYAMA.
HE WAS A FINALIST
AT THE JUNIOR HE

EURCPEAN HASN'T LOST
CHAMPIONSHIPS. A MATCH THIS

YEAR.
HE SPENT
LAST YEAR IN FRANCE,
BUT HE CAME BACK
A FEW MONTHS
AGO.

e

Y war's SELI KATAYAMA
DOING AT A REGIONAL
TOURNAMENT?

IF HE'S BEEN
LIVING OVERSEAS, EVEN
HE'D HAVE TO START HERE TO
RE-GQUALIFY FOR NATIONALS.

I HEARD EXTON
OFFERED HIM A
SCHOLARSHIP

THAT'S THE STATE'S
TOF FENCING SCHOOL!

\ THEY'RE ALREADY UNBEATABLE!

IF YOU'RE NOT
WETTING YOURSELF
ALREADY, YOU




EVERYONE SAYS
YOU'RE THE BEST,
BUT I'M HERE TO
DO MY BEST AS

WELL.

I HOPE WE
HAVE A GREAT
MATCH.

I'M GOING
TO BEAT YOU,
FIFTEEN-
LERO.

e

PRET!




\ [T //

HUH?! A
TOUCH?

RIGHT
PAST HIS
GUARD!




YOU LIKE THE \ |
SWORD AND
JACKET?

T WAS SO FAST.
FASTER THAN
COACH JOE.

4 T DIDNT
EVEN SEE IT
COMING.

THAT AIN'T
ENOUGH,
KID.

I THOUGHT, MAYBE I COULD

HELP OUT AROUND THE
PLACE, IN EXCHANGE

FOR LESSONS.

YOU
WANT FREE
LESSONS?

I WORK HARD.
I COULD CLEAN THE
GRAFFITI, PATCH UP
THAT WALL--

I DON'T
GIVE FREE
LESSONS.




MY FATHER
WAS A
FENCER.

JUST SOME
ANONYMOUS euY
WHO DITCHED YOUR
MOM, RIGHT?
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